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Ref:  (a) Southeast Louisiana Area Contingency Plan dated September 1996

I. As mandated by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90), the 2003 revision of the Southeast
Louisiana Area Contingency Plan (ACP) has been completed and is effective upon receipt. This
plan provides a mechanism for coordinated responses to discharges of oil or releases of
hazardous materials within the Captain of the Port Morgan City’s Area of Responsibility. The
Southeast Louisiana Area Committee developed this ACP, in accordance with the OPA 90.
Marine Safety Office Morgan City and the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office co-chair the
Area Committee; other federal/state/local agencies and industry representatives participate as
members.

2. This edition of the ACP has been changed to incorporate the Incident Command System
(ICS) format using the guidelines of National Interagency Incident Management System (NIMS)
ICS. This ACP also utilizes the United States Coast Guard’s Template and Management System.

3. The Area Committee will continue to revise and improve the ACP. Comments and
recommendations regarding this plan are welcome and should be addressed to any member
agency on the Area Committee. Recommendations will be addressed during regularly scheduled
Area Committee meetings.

4. This plan is effective upon receipt and supercedes reference (a).

Aol Pt
Stephen P. Garrity
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Co-Chair, Area Committee

Roj iand Guidry

Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator
Co-Chair Area Committee
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1000 Introduction

1100

Introduction Authority

Legislation: Section 4202 of the OPA of 1990 (OPA 90) amended Subsection (j) of
Section 311 of the FWPCA (FWPCA) (33) U.S.C. 1321 (j) to address the
development of a National Planning and Response System. As part of this system,
ACs were established for each area designated by the President. These ACs are
comprised of qualified personnel from Federal, State, and local agencies. Each AC,
under the direction of the FOSC for the area, is responsible for developing an ACP
which, when implemented in conjunction with the NCP, shall be adequate to remove
a worst case discharge of oil or a HAZMAT, and to mitigate or prevent a substantial
threat of such a discharge, from a vessel, offshore facility, or onshore facility
operating in or near the geographic area.

Area Committees: Each AC is also responsible for working with State and local
officials to pre-plan for joint response efforts, including appropriate procedures for
mechanical recovery, dispersal, shoreline cleanup, protection of sensitive
environmental areas, and protection, rescue, and rehabilitation of fisheries and
wildlife. The AC is also required to work with State and local officials to expedite
decisions for the use of dispersants and other mitigating substances and devices.

FOSC Jurisdiction: The functions of designating areas, appointing AC members,
determining the information to be included in ACPs, and reviewing and approving
ACPs have been delegated by Executive Order 12777 of 22 October 1991, to the
COMDT of the U.S. CG (through the Secretary of Transportation) for the coastal
zone, and to the Administrator of the EPA for the inland zone.

Coastal Zone: The term “coastal zone” is defined in the current NCP (40 CFR 300.5)
to mean all U.S. waters subject to the tide, U.S. waters of the Great Lakes, specified
ports and harbors on inland rivers, and the waters of the EEZ. The CG has
designated as areas those portions of the COTP zones within the coastal zone. For
these designated areas, ACs will prepare ACPs. The COTP zones are described in
CG regulations (33 CFR Part 3).

ACP Development: Before OPA 90, the FWPCA required the Federal agencies
responsible for emergency response in the inland and coastal zones to prepare a
LCP consistent with the NCP. Through the AC process, the ACP is intended to
replace the former COTP LCP with a document that better represents the interests
and needs of those who work and reside within the zone. As such, the AC replaces
the Emergency Task Force previously required under FWPCA and the “Multi-Agency
Local Response Teams” (MALRTS) that currently exist in several ports.
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1120

Pollution Investigation Authority

Several federal, state, and local agencies have a direct role in the enforcement of
applicable laws and regulations associated with a discharge, or substantial threat
of a discharge, of oil into the navigable waters of the U.S. The investigation into
alleged violations of the many applicable laws and regulations require a
coordinated effort among the many agencies involved. As a preliminary step to
enhance the effectiveness of investigative activities and limit the potential
negative impact of these activities upon the cleanup and removal actions
associated with an incident, the following agencies have been identified as
having a direct, field-oriented role in the initial stages of these events.

Involved Agencies

The United States Coast Guard. The U.S. Coast Guard has enforcement and
investigative authority for a significant array of potential violations of federal laws
and regulations, as well as enforcement actions under applicable international
treaties. The principle, though not exclusive, federal laws and regulations
associated with a discharge or a substantial threat of a discharge of oil include
applicable components of the Clean Water Act as amended; the Oil Pollution Act
of 1990; the Ports and Waterways Act; The Port and Tanker Safety Act; The Act
to Prevent Pollution from Ships (1980), as amended; and, Annex | of the
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as
modified by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78). In addition, authorities
pursuant to 46 USC 7701 and 46 USC 6101 relate to personnel actions (licensed
mariners), and marine casualties, respectively. The federal regulations
associated with potential investigative or enforcement interest under these
circumstances include, though are not limited to, applicable sections of 46 CFR
with particular attention to Parts 4, 5, 16; 33 CFR Parts 126, 130, 151, 153-160;
and 40 CFR Parts 116, and 117. Potential federal enforcement actions
associated with a pollution discharge may include but are not limited to: collection
of statements and evidence to determine the causes of the associated marine
casualty, mandatory chemical testing of involved licensed personnel, and the
collection of oil samples in the water and on suspect vessels.
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United States Department of the Interior, Minerals Management Service (MMS).
The MMS'’s regulatory authority for accident investigation of offshore oil and gas
facilities and related operations is based on the provisions in 30 CFR Part
250.19, Accident Reports (see also the OCS Lands Act Amendments,
September 18, 1979, 43 USC 1801, Title I, Sec 208, Sec 22 (d) (1)). The MMS
Manual states that the agency’s principal objectives in conducting accident
investigations are: “...to ensure consistent data collection and investigation of
accidents in order to gather the information necessary to determine the cause(s)
and to make appropriate recommendations for any corrective action needed.
The primary goals are to prevent the recurrence of accidents, to enhance the
safety of operations, and to protect the environment.” (MMS Manual, Program
Series, Part 640, Rules and Operations, Chapter 3, Accident Data Collection and
Investigation, August 3, 1992). The MMS manual further states in Chapter 3.3.
(A.) That “unless otherwise specifically ordered by the Director, all
investigations...shall be fact-finding proceedings with no criminal issues and no
adverse parties. The purpose of the investigation is to prepare a public report.”
An August 29, 1989 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the MMS
and USCG provides guidelines for convening accident panels and coordinating
accident investigations between the two agencies.

Other federal, state, or local agencies may have a direct, field-oriented
investigative role concerning a discharge or substantial threat of a discharge of
oil, as circumstances dictate.

Guiding Principles

The following general statements summarize the primary guiding principles
associated with these direct, field-oriented investigations.

Investigative and response actions must interfere with each other as little as
possible. Investigative efforts often involve the collection of evidence in a timely
manner. This requires investigative efforts and evidence gathering during the
high-intensity emergency phase of removal actions. Every effort must be made
to coordinate investigative activities to minimize the impact on response and
removal efforts. Simply separating investigative and removal functions amongst
distinct and different individuals or groups serves to mitigate any potential
interference one activity may have on the other. Conversely, individual
investigators must understand the concerns of those directing response efforts to
minimize the impact of the incident on public health, welfare, and the
environment.

Coordination of investigative activities is very important where possible. Any
number of mechanisms exist to coordinate efforts on-site during an incident.
Periodic coordination meetings greatly enhance command, control, and
communications amongst different parties. Lead agencies may carry the dual
role of conducting an investigation and coordinating these meetings.

Investigations into, for example, cause, liability, and violations of applicable laws
and regulations are a reality. The various federal, state, and local agencies
discussed above will be involved in an investigative role as applicable.

Investigative roles, efforts, and degree of interest will vary from incident to
incident. Investigative interest and activity will be a function of the scope, size,
impact, location, and causes of the incident.
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Understanding each agency’s role increases the efficiency of investigative
activities. There is a need for a strong commitment to develop necessary
interagency understandings and working agreements that contribute towards this
goal. In addition, these efforts would facilitate the smooth acquisition of
necessary information and evidence on an ongoing basis. The emphasis on this
element is to make these improvements before an incident occurs.

1200 Geographic Boundaries
1210 Area of Responsibility
1210.1 COTP Morgan City Zone

One of the largest zones on the Gulf coast, ranging approximately 150
miles east to west, and out to 200 miles offshore. There are hundreds of
miles of interconnecting waterways and bayous, making the zone vast
and some areas extremely remote and hard to reach. Most areas of the
zone are considered environmentally sensitive and difficult to protect.

The zone is very diverse with respect to the many types of industry,
including:

a LOOP (Louisiana Offshore Oil Platform);
b Numerous offshore and onshore production platforms;

c Large amounts of towing traffic, moving large quantities of oil or
HAZMAT;

d Numerous transfer facilities;
e Thousands of miles of underground pipelines;
f  Several large shipbuilding companies.

There are over 20,000 miles of oil and natural gas pipelines, 12,000 of
which are offshore, 550 transfer facilities, and 2500 wellheads within this

zone.

1210.2 Parishes Contained Within This Zone
Acadia Lafourche
Assumption St. Martin
Iberia St. Mary
Jefferson (SW portion) Terre Bonne
Lafayette Vermillion

1210.3 Geographic Boundaries

The geographic boundary of this plan is the COTP zone as defined in 33
CFR 3 and further limited by the “coastal zone” as defined in the NCP.
This definition will be modified through the regulatory process to include
the offshore boundary.
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1210.4

Land-Side Boundary

“The boundary of the Morgan City Marine Inspection Zone and the COTP
Zone starts at 28050’ N. latitude, 880 W. longitude; thence due west to
28050’ N. latitude, 89027’ 06” W. longitude; thence northwesterly to
29018’ N. latitude, 90000 W. longitude; thence northwesterly along the
northern boundaries of Lafourche, Assumption, Iberia, and St. Martin
parishes; thence westerly along the westerly boundary of Lafayette
Parish; thence northwesterly along the northern boundary of Acadia
Parish; to an intersection with 92023’ W. longitude; thence south along
92023’ W. longitude to the sea”.

Through an MOU between the CCGD8, and EPA, Region VI; EPA and
the USCG have agreed to cooperate in response to oil and HAZMAT
spills and releases within this zone. The MOU, which is included in this
Plan for reference, states that the USCG, COTP Morgan City, shall
provide the FOSC for all spills and releases within the coastal zone, and
EPA shall provide the FOSC for all spills and releases within the inland
zone. The coastal zone shall be defined as all areas south of the GIWW,
including territorial waters, waters of the contiguous zone, and waters of
the high seas (exclusive economic zone) to a distance of 200 miles
seaward of the shoreline or line of demarcation. COTP Morgan City shall
also be the primary response agency for all spills and releases within the
Atchafalaya Basin (floodway) north of the GIWW at Morgan City,
including Grand Lake, Six Mile Lake, and Berwick Bay, north to
Sherburne, LA (the northern border of St. Martin Parish).

The purpose of this Section is to describe the USCG/EPA boundaries
between coastal and inland zones for the purpose of providing On-Scene
Coordinators in Region IX-Mainland.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE U. S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 6, DALLAS, TEXAS
AND

THE EIGHTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

CONCERNING RESPONSE BOUNDARIES

FOR

OIL AND HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES POLLUTION INCIDENTS

Section 1000 Page 1-5



PURPOSE
The purpose of this memorandum is to delineate the geographic areas of responsibility for the
predesignated Federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) for pollution response pursuant to the
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan and the Instrument of

Redelegation for the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act.

AGREEMENT
The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) will provide the predesignated Federal OSC for releases of oil
and hazardous substances into the environment in the waterways specifically named and

coastal of a line described below.

Commencing at the intersection of US 90 and the Mississippi State line, westerly along US 90.
Continuing along US 90 southwesterly to the intersection with 1-510. Then south on I-510 and
primary State Road 47 to the levee on the Left Descending Bank (LDB) of the Mississippi River.
Then continuing upriver on the LDB to the U.S. 90 highway bridge. Then across the US 90
bridge to the levee on the Right Descending Bank (RDB) of the Mississippi River. Then upriver

on the RDB to the Harvey Locks on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW).

Then south and westerly along the GIWW to Morgan City, Louisiana including the Atchafalaya
River to the Texas and Pacific Railroad bridge in Melville, Louisiana, Grand Lake, Six Mile Lake,
and Berwick Bay. Continuing along the GIWW to the Calcasieu River, including the Calcasieu
River to the Southern Pacific Railroad bridge and the following bodies of water: Moss Lake and

Lake Charles, Louisiana.

Continuing from the junction of the GIWW with the Calcasieu River westerly, into and including

Sabine Lake, and the Neches River to its intersection with 1-10 in Beaumont, Texas. Then
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along the GIWW towards Port Arthur, Texas including Taylors Bayou south of Highway 73.
From Port Arthur, Texas along the GIWW to, and including, East Bay, Galveston Bay, Clear
Lake, Dickinson Bay, Moses Lake, Swan Lake, Jones Lake, Trinity Bay, and the Houston Ship
Channel, to the turning basin in Houston, Texas. The Houston Ship Channel includes: Buffalo
Bayou to Highway 59, Brays Bayou to the Broadway Street Bridge, Sims Bayou to Highway
225, Vince Bayou to North Ritchie Street, Hunting Bayou to I-10, Greens Bayou to 1-10, Boggy
Bayou to Highway 225, Tucker Bayou to Old Battleground Road, Carpenter's Bayou to Sheldon
Road, San Jacinto River to 1-10, Spring Bayou, Goose Creek to Highway 146, and Cedar Bayou
to Spur 55. Continuing at the junction of West Bay and the GIWW in Galveston, Texas,
westerly along the GIWW to the Port of Freeport, Texas, including Chocolate Bay, the Old
Brazos River and the New Brazos River up to the Missouri-Pacific Railroad Bridge in Brazoria,

Texas.

Then southerly along the GIWW through and including: the Colorado River to 28-52N Latitude,
Lavaca River to 28-50N Latitude, Chocolate Bay to 96-40W Longitude, Cox Bay, Keller Bay,
Lavaca Bay to 96-40W Longitude, Turtle Bay, Culver Cut (West Branch Colorado River to 28-
42N Latitude and entire Middle Branch), Robinsons Lake, Crab Lake, Mad Island Lake, Salt
Lake, Carancahua Bay, Tres Palacios Bay to 28-47N Latitude, Oyster Lake, Blind Bayou,

Powderhorn Lake, La Salle Bayou, Broad Bayou, Boggy Bayou,, and Matagorda Bay.
Continuing south through San Antonio Say including: Corey Bay, Victoria Barge Canal,
Guadalupe River to 28-30N Latitude, Goff Bayou, Hog Bayou, Green Lake, Buffalo Lake,
Alligator Slide Lake, Mission Lake, Guadalupe Bay, Hynes Bay, Twin Lake, Mustang Lake, and

Jones Lake.

Then, continuing through Mesquite Bay including: Dunham Bay, Long Lake, and Sundown Bay.
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Continuing southerly through St. Charles Bay including: Burgentine Creek to 28-17N Latitude,

Salt Creek to 28-16N Latitude, and Cavaso Creek to 97-01W Longitude.

Then, through Copano Bay including: Mission River, Mission Bay, Chiltipin
Creek to 97-18W Longitude, Aransas River to 97-18W Longitude, Swan Lake,
Copano Creek, Port Bay, and Salt Lake. Then southerly including: Little

Bay, Aransas Bay, Conn Brown Harbor, Redfish Cove, Redfish Bay, LaQuinta
Channel, Nueces River to US 77, Rincon Industrial Channel, Rincon Bayou,
Nueces Bay, Tule Lake, Corpus Christi Inner Harbor, Oso Creek, Oso Bay, and

Corpus Christi Bay.

Continuing south, through and including:- Packery Channel, Cayo Del Grullo,
Cayo Del Infiernillo, Laguna De Los OImos, Laguna Salada, Petrolina Creek,
Comitas Lake, Alazan Bay, Baffin Bay, Port Mansfield Harbor, Four Mile Slough,
Arroyo Colorado River to 26-12N Latitude, Callo Atascosa, Arroyo Colorado
Cutoff, Laguna Vista Cove, South Bay, Vadia Ancha, Bahia Grande, San Martin

Lake, and the Brownsville Ship Channel.

Where the Coastal Area is defined by a body of water such as a bay or lake, it includes small
bays or lakes encompassed therein, but does not include waters tributary thereto unless

specifically named.

On the Mississippi River, commencing from river mile 504.0 south to the coastal boundary at
New Orleans (downriver of which will be considered USCG jurisdiction entirely), encompassing
the area riverward between the levee on the LOB and the RDB, and including Lake

Pontchartrain.
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This agreement will become effective August 1, 1984.

Signed By:

Dick Whittington, P. E.

Regional Administrator

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 6, Dallas, Texas

On June 12, 1984

Signed By:

W. N. Stewart, Rear Admiral
U. S. Coast Guard

Eighth Coast Guard District
New Orleans, Louisiana

On July 10, 1984
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1210.5

Sub-Unit (MSU Houma, LA)

MSU Houma, a sub-unit of MSO Morgan City, is responsible for
responding to spills and releases in the COTP Morgan City zone that
occur east of 910 W. longitude.

Due to the geographic characteristics of the zone, areas of particular
attention are discussed below. These are isolated areas in all four
corners of the zone, with few points of access.

1220 Area Subdivision: Eastern zone

1220.1

1220.2

Port Fourchon

Located in the southeastern corner, this is a remote area with only one
major highway offering access. There are numerous offshore platforms
due south of this area. The barrier islands located here are
environmentally sensitive and also critical for ecological balance in LA.

Houma

Located 80 miles from Port Fourchon, Houma is a busy city that supports
an active marine industry and has many waterways nearby including the
Houma Navigation Canal, Bayou Terrebonne, GIWW and Bayou
Lafourche.

1230 Area Subdivision: Western zone

1230.1

1230.2

Morgan City

Located in the center of the Captain of the Port zone, Morgan City is
home to many facilities and large shipbuilding companies including
McDermott, Swiftships, and Conrad’s. Morgan City is also home to the
Berwick Bay Vessel Traffic System and numerous oil field related
companies. There are numerous waterways here as well including the
GIWW, Belle River, Atchafalaya River, Bayou Chene, and Wax Lake.

ICY

Located on the western border of the zone, approximately 90 miles from
Morgan City, ICY is home to many transfer facilities and docks. ICY
provides the only means of access to the west end of the zone. This
geographic area is very remote, and investigations can be difficult to
pursue. Water bodies include the GIWW, the Vermilion River, and
Vermilion Bay.

1240 Local Geography

1240.1

Bays, Lagoons, And Estuaries

Bays, lagoons, and estuaries are water bodies, which occupy river valleys
and elongated areas between barrier islands and the mainland, and are
inseparably part of a more complex coastal system.
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1240.2

1240.3

1240.4

1240.5

1240.6

Coastal Wetlands

Coastal wetlands are made up of salt marshes, flooded by tidal action,
and fresh water marshes or swamps that are maintained by a
permanently high water table and heavy rainfall.

Made Land And Spoils

Made land includes areas composed of dredged bay, barrier, marsh, and
delta sediments (sand, mud, and shell) used to fill shallow bay areas and
wetlands for development and industrial purposes. Permeability of this fill
material is highly variable, as are its other physical properties. Spoil is
waste sand, mud, and shell dumped into the water bodies or on adjacent
lowlands during channel and canals dredging and oysters shell
production. Shallow waters over some spoils areas can become quite
warm and oxygen deficient by midsummer.

Coastal Barriers

These highly permeable sand bodies are elongated islands parallel to the
shoreline and are separated from the mainland by lagoons and estuaries.
Local relief of the islands is from sea level to 50 feet; width is from 0.5 to
3.0 miles.

Coastal Uplands

Coastal plains are flat uplands that occur landward from bays, lagoons or
open Gulf and extend from sea level.

Fog

Late night and early morning fog is common in midwinter but is very rare
in the summer. Along the immediate coast, fog will not likely form until
daybreak.

1300 Area Committee Purpose & Objective

1310 Preparedness and Planning

The AC for the COTP Morgan City zone is a spill preparedness and planning
body made up of Federal, State, and local agency representatives. The COTP,
as pre-designated Federal OSC, will coordinate the activities of the AC and direct
the development of a comprehensive ACP that it is consistent with the NCP. The
AC will not be activated specifically during a response since they have no direct
role as a response body. However, all agency members within the AC have
roles of varying significance as indicated within this plan and dependent upon the
severity and complexity of the spill.

1320 Coordination

This ACP describes the strategy for a coordinated Federal, State and local
response to a discharge or substantial threat of discharge of oil or a release of a
HAZMAT from a vessel, offshore facility, or onshore facility operating within the
boundaries of the COTP Morgan City zone. This plan addresses response to a
most probable discharge, a maximum most probable discharge, and a worst
case discharge including discharges from fire or explosion. Planning for these
three scenarios covers the expected range of spills likely to occur in this area.

1330 Scenarios
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1340

1350

1360

For purposes of this plan, the most probable discharge is the size of the average
spill in the area based on historical data available. The maximum most probable
discharge is also based on historical spill data, and is the size of the discharge
most likely to occur taking into account such factors as the size of the largest
recorded spill, traffic flow through the area, hazard assessment, risk assessment,
seasonal considerations, spill histories and operating records of facilities and
vessels in the area, etc. The worst case discharge for a vessel is a discharge of
its entire cargo in adverse weather conditions. The worst case discharge from an
offshore or onshore facility is the largest foreseeable discharge in adverse
weather conditions.

Plan objectives

a. Provide a predetermined coherent plan for a multi-agency coordinated effort
by all applicable agencies in response to a spill;

b. Adequately define the roles of the Pre-designated FOSC, and patrticular state
and local agency representatives;

Identify strategies available to the FOSC and supporting agencies;
d. Identify shortfalls and weaknesses in the response structure; and

e. Serve as a guide for the development of Facility and Vessel Response Plans
as required from the marine industry by OPA 90.

To accomplish this, the ACP must address, at a minimum, the economically and
environmentally sensitive areas within the area, the response equipment
(quantity and type) available within the area (this includes Federal, State, and
local government and industry owned equipment), response personnel available,
equipment and personnel needs compared to those available, protection
strategies, and other considerations necessary to ensure public safety and
protection of the environment. The FWPCA, as amended by OPA, requires that
this plan be adequate to remove a worst case discharge and to mitigate or
prevent a substantial threat of such a discharge from a vessel, offshore facility, or
onshore facility operating in or near the area. The body of this plan provides
general operating policies and procedures, the AC organization, and a general
action plan/check list for responding to oil discharges and HAZMAT releases.
The appendices provide specific information necessary to supplement the
general guidelines and action plan, and are referenced in the body of the plan.

Notification

A very important part of emergency response is a quick and effective notification
system. The Emergency Notification List identifies agencies and individuals that
are required to be notified of a reported discharge and optional notifications,
which depend on the facts of a case. The Emergency Notification List also
identifies the appropriate notifications for activating the Federal, State and local
government response organizations (including the Natural Resource Trustees)
described in Appendix A. It is critical that criteria for notification be agreed upon
and that a 24-hour contact be available to whom to provide notification. The
appendices represent the specific information necessary to supplement the body
of the plan. Each case will require varying levels of detail and the appendices
provide the detailed information necessary to mount an appropriate response.

Plan Consistency
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This plan is consistent with the NCP and RCP. The USCG DRAT reviews and
maintains a copy of all ACPs in the District and assists in ensuring that all waters
and shorelines within the District are covered and that adjacent ACPs (EPA and
USCQG) are integrated with each other. The DRATSs also ensures resources of
adjacent areas are considered for inclusion as second tiers of response

equipment.

Subcommittee participants may include facility owners/operators, shipping
company representatives, cleanup contractors, emergency response officials,
marine pilots associations, academia, environmental groups, consultants,
response organizations and concerned citizens. The OSC will appoint
subcommittee members. The OSC directs the Area Committee’s development
and maintenance of the Area Contingency Plan.

1400 National and Area Response System

1410.11

1410.12

National Response Team (NRT)

The NRT’s membership consists of 15 federal agencies with
responsibilities, interests and expertise in various aspects of
emergency response to pollution. The EPA serves as chairman and
the Coast Guard serves as vice-chairman of the NRT, except when
activated for a specific incident. The NRT is primarily a national
planning, policy and coordination body and does not respond directly
to incidents. The NRT provides policy guidance prior to an incident
and assistance as requested by an OSC via an RRT during an
incident. NRT assistance usually takes form of technical advice,
access to additional resources/equipment, or coordination with other
RRTSs.

Regional Response Team (RRT)

There are 13 RRTSs, one for each of the ten federal regions and
Alaska, the Caribbean and Pacific basin. Each RRT has Federal and
State representation. EPA and the Coast Guard co-chair the RRTSs.
Like the NRT, RRTs are planning, policy and coordinating bodies, and
do not respond directly to incidents. The RRTs develop Regional
Contingency Plans for their regions. These plans address region
specific issues and provide guidance to the OSCs for developing their
plans. The RRTSs also provide on level of review for the Area
Contingency Plans. The RRTs may be activated for specific incidents
when requested by the OSC. If the assistance requested by an OSC
exceeds and RRT'’s capability, the RRT may request assistance from
the NRT. During and incident the RRT may either be alerted by
telephone or convened. The cognizant RRTs will also be consulted
by the OSC on the approval/disapproval of the use of chemical
countermeasures when that decision has not been preapproved.
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1410.13 Area Committee

The primary role of the Area Committee is to act as preparedness and
plan body. Area Committees are made up of experienced
environmental/response representatives from Federal, State and local
government agencies with definitive responsibilities for the area’s
environmental integrity. Members are empowered by their own
agency to make decisions on behalf of the agency and to commit the
agency to carrying out roles and responsibilities as described in this
plan. The predesignated Federal On-scene Coordinator for the area
will serve as chair of the Committee. He/she will designate the vice-
chair, select the Committee members, and provide general direction
and guidance for the Committee. The OSC should solicit the advice
of the RRT to determine appropriate representatives form federal and
state agencies. The Area Committee is encouraged to solicit advice,
guidance, or expertise from all appropriate sources and establish
subcommittees as necessary to accomplish the preparedness and
planning tasks.

Subcommittee participants may include facility owners/operators,
shipping company representatives, cleanup contractors, emergency
response officials, marine pilots associations, academy,
environmental groups, consultants, response organizations and
concerned citizens. The OSC will appoint subcommittee members.
The OSC directs the Area Committee’s development and
maintenance of the Area Contingency Plan.

1510 National Response System

The NRS was developed to coordinate all government agencies with
responsibility for environmental protection in a focused response strategy for the
immediate and effective clean up of an oil or HAZMAT discharge. The NRSis a
three tiered response and preparedness mechanism that supports the pre-
designated Federal OSC in coordinating national, regional, local government
agencies, industry, and the RP during response.

a. The NRS supports the responsibilities of the FOSC, under the direction of the

FWPCA's federal removal authority. The FOSC plans and coordinates
response strategy on scene, using the support of the NRT, RRT, ACs, and
responsible parties as necessary, to supply the needed trained personnel,
equipment, and scientific support to complete an immediate and effective
response to any oil or HAZMAT discharge.

The NRS is designed to support the FOSC and facilitate responses to a
discharge or threatened discharge of oil or a HAZMAT. The NRS is used for
all spills, including a SONS (SONS). When appropriate, the NRS is designed
to incorporate a UCS and control support mechanism (UCS) consisting of the
FOSC, the State’s Incident Manager (or, state OSC) and the RP’s Incident
Manager. The UCS structure allows for a coordinated response effort, which
takes into account the Federal, State, local, and RP concerns and interests
when implementing the response strategy.
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C.

A UCS establishes a forum for open, frank discussions on problems that must
be addressed by the parties with primary responsibility for oil and HAZMAT
discharge removal. A UCS helps to ensure a coordinated, effective response
is carried out and that the particular needs of all parties involved are taken
into consideration. The FOSC has the ultimate authority in a response
operation and will exert this authority if the other members of the UCS are not
present, are unable to reach consensus within a reasonable time frame or at
whatever times the FOSC deems necessary to expedite cleanup or protection
actions.

During HAZMAT release responses in which local agencies may sometimes
assume a leading role, the local agency may assume one of the UCS roles
when a UCS is used. During responses to oil spills, local agencies are not
usually involved as part of a UCS, but provide agency representatives who
interface with the command structure through the Liaison Officer or the State
representative. When a UCS is used, a Joint Operations Center and Joint
Information Bureau shall be established if feasible. The Joint Operations
Center should be located near and convenient to the site of the discharge.
All responders (Federal, State, local and private) should be incorporated into
the FOSC's response organization (Annex N, Figure 2) at the appropriate
level.

Section 4201 of OPA 90 amended Subsection C of Section 311 of the FWPCA,
to require the Federal OSC to “IAW the NCP and any appropriate ACP, ensure
effective and immediate removal of a discharge, and mitigation or prevention of a
substantial threat of a discharge, of oil or a HAZMAT: (i) into or on the navigable
waters; (i) on the adjoining shorelines to the navigable waters; (iii) into or on

the

waters of the EEZ; or (iv) that may affect natural resources belonging to,

appertaining to, or under the exclusive management authority of the U.S.

In carrying out these functions, the FOSC may:

a.

1510.1

remove or arrange for the removal of a discharge, and mitigate or prevent a
substantial threat of a discharge, at any time;

direct or monitor all Federal, State, and private actions to remove a
discharge; and

recommend to the COMDT that a vessel discharging or threatening to
discharge be removed and, if necessary, destroyed.

FOSC-Directed Response

If the discharge or substantial threat of discharge of oil or HAZMAT is of
such size or character as to be a substantial threat to the public health or
welfare of the U.S. (including but not limited to fish, shellfish, wildlife,
other natural resources, and the public and private beaches and
shorelines of the U.S.), the FOSC shall direct all Federal, State, and
private actions to remove the discharge or to mitigate or prevent the
threat of the discharge.
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1510.2

1510.3

Federal Policy

Under OPA, the Federal government has the authority to direct response
efforts to ensure the RP cleanup is satisfactory and timely. The FOSC
has been designated as the federal official responsible for ensuring an
effective and immediate removal of a discharge, and mitigation or
prevention of a substantial threat of a discharge of oil or a HAZMAT. The
FOSC's authority to direct response efforts apply for spills the FOSC
deems to be a substantial threat to public health and welfare. In carrying
out this responsibility, the FOSC may remove or arrange for the removal
of a discharge, mitigate or prevent a substantial threat of a discharge.
The FOSC may direct or monitor all Federal, State and private actions to
remove a discharge; and remove and, if necessary, request authority to
destroy a vessel discharging, or threatening to discharge, by whatever
means are available. In all actions, the FOSC must act IAW the NCP and
ACP, or as directed by the President.

HAZMAT Guidance

While guidance for the ACP focuses primarily on oil discharge response
at this time, the plan must eventually address response to both oll
discharges and HAZMAT releases. Further guidance and boilerplate
CERCLA and NCP policy on response to HAZMAT releases will be
forthcoming at a later time for inclusion in the ACPs.

Federal law requires the Responsible Parties of a spill to report all
discovered spills to the NRC.

The National Response System (NRS) (see Figure 1000-A page 1-38)
was developed to coordinate all government agencies with responsibility
for environmental protection, in a focused response strategy for the
immediate and effective clean up of an oil or hazardous substance
discharge. The NRS is a three tiered response and preparedness
mechanism that supports the pre-designated Federal OSC in coordinating
national, regional, local government agencies, industry, and the
responsible party during response.

The NRS supports the responsibilities of the OSC, under the direction of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act’s federal removal authority. The
OSC plans and coordinates response strategy on scene, using the
support of the National Response Team (NRT), Regional Response
Team (RRT), Area Committees, and responsible parties as necessary, to
supply the needed trained personnel, equipment, and scientific support to
complete an immediate and effective response to any oil or hazardous
substance discharge.
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1510.4

The NRS is designed to support the OSC and facilitate responses to a
discharge or threatened discharge of oil or a hazardous substance. The
NRS is used for all spills, including a Spill of National Significance
(SONS). When appropriate, the NRS is designed to incorporate a unified
command and control support mechanism (unified command) consisting
of the OSC, the State’s Incident Commander, and the Responsible
Party’s Incident Manager. The unified command structure allows for a
coordinated response effort that takes into account the Federal, State,
local and responsible party concerns and interests when implementing
the response strategy. A unified command establishes a forum for open,
frank discussions on problems that must be addressed by the parties with
primary responsibility for oil and hazardous substance discharge removal.
A unified command helps to ensure a coordinated, effective response is
carried out and that the particular needs of all parties involved are taken
into consideration. The OSC has the ultimate authority in a response
operation and will exert this authority only if the other members of the
unified command are not present or are unable to reach consensus within
a reasonable time frame. During hazardous substance release
responses in which local agencies usually assume a leading role, the
local agency may assume one of the unified commander roles when a
unified command is used. During responses to oil spills, local agencies
are not usually involved as part of a unified command, but provide agency
representatives who interface with the command structure through the
Liaison Officer or the State representative. When a unified command is
used, a Joint Operations Center and Joint Information Bureau shall be
established. The Joint Operations Center should be located near and
convenient to the site of the discharge. All responders (Federal, State,
local and private) should be incorporated into the OSC'’s response
organization (Figure 1000-B page 1-39) at the appropriate level.

SONS

A SONS is that rare, catastrophic spill event which captures the nation’s
attention due to its actual damage or significant potential for adverse
environmental impact. A SONS is defined as a spill which greatly
exceeds the response capability at the local and regional levels and
which, due to its size, location, and actual or potential for adverse impact
on the environment is so complex, it requires extraordinary coordination
of Federal, State, local and private resources to contain and clean up.
Only the COMDT or the EPA Administrator can declare a SONS.

The response to a SONS event must be a coordinated response that
integrates the FOSC'’s response organization with the SONS response
organization.

It is important to recognize early when a spill may, due to size and
complexity, exceed the capabilities of the zone for the FOSC who has
overall responsibility for the response. In such cases and after consulting
with CCGD8 in whose district the zone or zones may be impacted, the
CCGD8 would declare the spill to be a spill of Regional Significance. In
the case of a catastrophic spill, the CCGD8 would likely request that
COMDT declare the spill a SONS and ensure that response resources
are coordinated until the SONS response structure can be put in place.
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1520

It is expected that some spills may involve more than one COTP zone
while remaining less than a SONS level, and that the respective COTP’s
would assume roles as lead and supportive FOSC (such as an offshore
incident in one zone with beach impact in adjoining zones). The lead
FOSC will generally remain with the incident location while support FOSC
activities will remain with the affected FOSC. The CCGD8 will provide
overall oversight to ensure a smooth and coordinated effort in this regard.

The response to a SONS event must be a coordinated response that
integrates the OSC'’s response organization with the SONS response
organization (Figure 1000-C page 1-40).

The Commandant of the Coast Guard alone is empowered to declare a
SONS in the coastal zone, taking into account environmental risks,
weather conditions, response capabilities, and the amount, or potential
amount, of product spilled. A Coast Guard Area or District Commander
may recommend to the Commandant that a SONS be declared. Factors
to be considered in declaring a SONS might include:

a. Multiple OSC zones, districts, or international borders may be
affected;

b. Significant impact or threat to the public health and welfare, wildlife,
population, economy and/or property over a broad geographic area;

Protracted period of discharge and/or expected cleanup;

d. Significant public concern and demand for action by parties
associated with the event; and,

e. The existence of, or the potential for, a high level of political and
media interest.

Once the Commandant declares a SONS, the following actions will occur.
a. An Incident Area Commander will be designated.

b. Other Departments/Agencies will be notified.

c. A unified Area Command will be established.
d

All pre-designated ICS Area Command staff personnel will be placed
on immediate alert.

Incident Area Command System

The Incident Area Commander will have overall responsibility for the incident
strategic management and will ensure the following:

Incident Commanders (FOSCs), covered by the Area Command are notified that
an Area Command is being established.

The Incident Area Command team consists of the best qualified personnel with
respect to their functional areas. The functions of Area Command require
personnel that have experience in, and are qualified to oversee complex
response situations.
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The Incident Area Command organization operates under the same basic
principles as does the Incident Command System. The Incident Area Command
organization is kept as small as possible. The Incident Area Command
organization will typically consist of the Incident Area Commander and Incident
Area Command Logistics Chief, Planning Chief, Resources Unit Leader,
Situation Unit Leader, Information Officer and Liaison Officer. Flexibility exists to
add a Finance Chief and/or a Chief of Staff.

1520.1

General Organization

Incident Area Command is an organization established to oversee the
management of a very large incident that has multiple Incident Command
Response Organizations assigned to it. If the incidents under the
authority of the Incident Area Command are multi-jurisdictional, a Unified
Incident Area Command should be established. This allows each
jurisdiction to have representation in the Area Command.
Representatives to the Incident Area Command would typically be at the
highest executive levels within a responding organization such as a state
governor or direct representative, and CEO or President of the affected
commercial entity.

For the incidents under its authority, Incident Area Command has the
responsibility to:

a. Setthe overall incident related strategic priorities.

b. Allocate critical resources based on those priorities.
c. Ensure that the incident is properly managed.
d

Ensure that incident objectives are met, and do not conflict with each
other or with agency policy.

When an Incident Area Command is established, Incident Commanders
(FOSCs), will report to the Incident Area Commander. The Incident Area
Commander is accountable to the Commandant.

Although the general concept for a nationally significant response
involves an oil spill, major natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods,
or hurricanes create a large number of incidents affecting multi-
jurisdictional areas. Due to their size and potential impact, these
incidents provide an environment for the use of Incident Area Command
as deemed appropriate by the lead federal agency.

In situations where multiple incidents are occurring, the use of an Incident
Area Command makes the jobs of FOSCs more manageable for the
following reasons:

1. Much of the inter-incident coordination normally required of each
FOSC will be accomplished at the Incident Area Command level. Using
an Incident Area Command organization allows the FOSCs and their

response organization to focus their attention on their assigned incident.

e. Incident Area Command sets priorities between competing FOSC
objectives and resource needs.
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f. Incident Area Command ensures that established agency policies,
priorities, constraints, and guidance are made known to the respective

Incident Commanders.

It is important to remember that Incident Area Command does not replace
the Incident Command level ICS organization or functions.

Incident Commanders under the designated Incident Area Commander
are responsible to and should be considered as part of, the overall
Incident Area Command organization. They must be provided adequate
and clear delegation of authority.

1520.12 Suggested Composition of an ICS Area Command

The following represents a possible staffing structure for an ICS Area
Command. The Incident Area Commander, whether at the District or
Area level, may add positions and personnel to their staff as the
situation dictates. It is important to note that some positions may be
filled by personnel from other agencies such as GSA, FEMA, DOD,
state government, or the responsible party. If the Incident Area
Command is stood up at the District level, the Incident Area Unified
Commander would be the District Commander and the corresponding
staff would be from the appropriate District Response Group (DRG)
as well as any other district resource.

Incident Area-Command Position
ICS Area Unified Commander
Deputy ICS Area Commander

Liaison Officer
Information Officer
Protocol Officer
Public Affairs Officer
Planning Section Chief
Situation Unit Leader
Resource Unit Leader
Logistics Section Chief

Suggested/Recommended Billet
USCG Area Commander
Lant/PacArea(m)(O-6)

G-MO (0-6) or CO NSFCC (0O-6)
District (Pm)/RRT Co-Chair (O-6)
G-CP (0-6)

G-CC (O-5)

LANT/PAC AREA (ACP/PCP) (O-4)
NSFCC CO/XO (0O-6/5)

NSFCC PREP Team Leader (0O-4)
NSFCC OPS (0-4)

MLC Lant/PAC (O-6)

1520.2 Establishment of Area Command

The establishment of an ICS Area Command can occur with the District
Commander filling the role of Incident Area Commander. This
organization would be particularly useful for incidents which are
challenging to the local commanders but do not demand national
attention. At this level most billets would be drawn from district level
resources, District Response Groups, and aimed at reducing the
overhead to be managed by the Incident Commander. Further, Incident
Management Teams can be called upon to augment the Incident
Commander’s staff. This ability to project a flexible response facilitates
an expanding or contracting response effort, drawing upon one of the

strengths of ICS.
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1530 RRT Structure

1540 Federal Response Plan

1550 Federal Radiological Response Plan
1600 Area Organizations and Policies

1610 National Response Policy

Section 4201 of OPA 90 amended Subsection (c) of Section 311 of the FWPCA,
to require the Federal OSC to “in accordance with the National Contingency Plan
and any appropriate Area Contingency Plan, ensure effective and immediate
removal of a discharge, and mitigation or prevention of a substantial threat of a
discharge, of oil or a hazardous substance -

a. into or on the navigable waters;

b. on the adjoining shorelines to the navigable waters;

c. into or on the waters of the exclusive economic zone; or
d

that may affect natural resources belonging to, appertaining to, or under the
exclusive management authority of the United States. In carrying out these
functions, the OSC may:

1. remove or arrange for the removal of a discharge, and mitigate or prevent
a substantial threat of a discharge, at any time;

2. direct or monitor all Federal, State, and private actions to remove a
discharge; and

3. recommend to the Commandant that a vessel discharging or threatening
to discharge, be removed and, if necessary, destroyed.”

If the discharge or substantial threat of discharge of oil or hazardous substance is
of such size or character as to be a substantial threat to the public health or
welfare of the United States (including but not limited to fish, shellfish, wildlife,
other natural resources, and the public and private beaches and shorelines of the
United States), the OSC shall direct all Federal, State, and private actions to
remove the discharge or to mitigate or prevent the threat of the discharge.

1620 State Response Policy
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Under the Louisiana Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act (LA.R.S.
30:2451 et seq.) the Oil Spill Coordinator, in consultation with the
Department of Environmental Quality, is authorized to direct all operations
resulting from actual or threatened unauthorized discharges of oil. The
coordinator shall appoint a state-designated on-scene coordinator to act in
the coordinator’s absence in the event that the coordinator is unable to be
physically present at the scene of the discharge (R.S. 30:2464). Under
OPA 90, the President, upon recommendation of the Governor, has
designated the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator's Office, the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality, the Louisiana Department of
Natural Resources, and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries as Natural Resource Trustees for the State of Louisiana. The
Governor has designated the Oil Spill Coordinator as the lead
administrative trustee.

Whenever it is determined the person(s) responsible for the discharge of the oil is
taking adequate action to remove and mitigate its effects, the principle thrust of
the state is to observe, monitor and provide advice and counsel, as may be
necessary.

The State of LA has many valuable resources that may be called upon in the
event of a major pollution incident. Some of these agencies and their capabilities
include:

1620.1 LA Oil Spill Coordinator (LOSCO)

The designated state agency for coordination of oil spill response efforts.
LOSCO provides the FOSC with coordination, liaison and
communications with all LA State agencies and officials.

1620.2 LA Department of Environmental Quality (LADEQ)

The primary state agency that responds to reports of discharges oil and
chemicals into the waterways, wetlands and natural drainage of the state.
LADEQ conducts investigation and field analysis of potentially harmful
effects of a spill. They maintain a staff of field biologists and chemists
with expertise in their respective fields. LADEQ sets water standards for
the state, determines admissible discharges from agriculture and industry,
and is responsible for the collection of damages following a spill.

1620.3 State Highway Department

Can provide a variety of trucks and heavy equipment to assist with spill
cleanup.
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1620.4

1620.5

1620.6

1620.7

1620.8

1620.9

1620.10

1620.11

State Police

They maintain the LA Statewide Emergency Response Plan, and serve
as the primary response agency for HAZMAT incidents within the MSO
Morgan City zone under this LCP. They also operate a HAZMAT
Response Team, which may provide on-site entry into contaminated
environments and toxic atmospheres of unknown vapor concentration
using appropriate levels of personnel protective equipment (PPE). This
team is an invaluable resource, which may provide risk assessment data,
and provide real time monitoring and technical advice during the initial
response phases of an incident. The LASP can also assist with crowd
control, site security, and traffic control on public highways. MSO Morgan
City notifies the LASP of all HAZMAT releases within the MSO Morgan
City zone.

Solid Waste Management Agencies

Designates suitable disposal sites for solid and liquid waste and dredged
spoils generated during cleanup activities.

LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Conducts environmental impact studies and assesses threats to marine
and aquatic life.

LA Department of Health and Human Resources

Operates the Lower Mississippi River Water Works Warning Network,
designed to give immediate notification of oil and HAZMAT spills or
releases to the operators of water plant intakes along the Mississippi
River and Bayou Lafourche. This advance warning to downstream water
intakes is imperative to prevent contamination of public drinking water
supplies.

LA Department of Natural Resources

Conducts environmental impact studies and provides advice on preferred
cleanup techniques.

LA Department of Transportation and Development

Coordinate procurement of heavy equipment for spill abatement and
cleanup and advise on off-site transportation for recovered HAZMAT.

LA Office of Conservation (LOC)

Enforces state regulations on oil and gas production, both inshore and
offshore. LOC also regulates production and transportation of
transportation of crude oil and natural gas.

LA Air Control Commission (LACC)

Responsible for air quality control maintains a group of experts capable of
assessing air quality for providing advice to the FOSC and other.
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1620.12

LA LP Gas Commission

Controls the handling/use of LPG in the state, and responds to incidents
involving LPG.

In 1991, to work in conjunction with OPA 90, the State of LA enacted the
OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE ACT wherein:

“...the release of oil into the environment presents a real and substantial
threat to the public health and welfare, to the environment, the wildlife and
aguatic life, and to the economy of the state. Further, the legislature
declares that the purpose of this chapter is to assist the legislature in
fulfilling its duties to protect, conserve, and replenish the natural
resources of this state...™...it is the intent of this Chapter to support, and
compliment the OPA of 1990 (P.L. 101-380) and the federal law,
specifically those provisions relating to the NCP for cleanup of oil spills
and discharges, including provisions relating to the responsibilities of
state agencies designated as natural resource trustees. The legislature
intends this Chapter to be interpreted and implemented in a manner
consistent with federal law.”

The Office of the LA Oil Spill Coordinator was created to administer and
enforce this act. During pollution response operations, the Coordinator
acts as the leading authority and representative for the state. Their
responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

2. Developing a statewide prevention and response plan

a. Providing coordinated response efforts from appropriate state
agencies

b. Representing state interests to the FOSC during response efforts.

For further information regarding State response policy, refer to the Oil
Spill Prevention and Response Act.

The State of LA has enacted a wide variety of state laws, which closely
parallel federal requirements. These laws are intended to provide a legal
basis for the enforcement of pollution prevention regulations. The State is
encouraged to use its authority to compel potentially responsible parties
to undertake response actions.

1630 Local Response System

1630.1

Local Government Departments/Agencies

Local agencies generally provide the first governmental response to the
scene of an oll spill or hazardous substance release. Therefore, a local
official generally will serve as On-Scene Coordinator, at least during the
early stages of the event, and until the appropriate State or Federal
agency representation arrives on-scene. The Emergency Services
Coordinator, or in his absence a person designated by the Emergency
Services Director, serves as On-Scene Manager pending arrival of
representation of appropriate agency or organization. The Parish is
responsible for directing and/or coordinating emergency operations in
support of the U.S. Coast Guard efforts.
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1630.2

1630.3

1630.4

Response organization

The UCS and control organization identifies the functional positions in the
area response organization. The various agencies making up the AC
have people serving in some or all of these positions. The UCS and
control organization allows input during decision-making from the primary
parties (FOSC, State, RP, and Natural Resource Trustee); however, the
ultimate responsibility for directing all response actions always remains
with the FOSC. To carry out the functions of spill response, the FOSC
has a number of pollution responders sufficient to perform all functions
during the normal level of response to a routine pollution incident; and the
UCS and control organization can be adapted to any size spill. All
functions necessary to respond to any size incident are included in the
organization.

FOSC Assessment

FOSC assesses the organizational needs based on the incident and
determines the number of resources necessary to respond. For spills
within the capabilities of the Area response organization, one person may
perform several of the functions in the organization. As the incident
grows and each function requires more time and effort, more people will
be needed, but that is something the FOSC and Strategic Response
Team must decide on a case by case basis. As the FOSC's organization
grows, the State and local organization are expected to grow at the
request of the FOSC or as those organizations deem necessary.

Cohesion of Federal/State/Local Plans

(See Figure 4). The Federal, State and local governments have different
response organizations. This plan integrates these diverse organizations
into a cohesive response structure for the area. The procedure for
activating Federal, State and local government response resources is
located in the Emergency Notification List

1640 Local Response Policy

1640.1

USCG Investigation

CG policy mandates that all reported discharges be investigated. If CG
personnel are not available due to manpower, budget, or other mission
requirements, information obtained by other federal, state, or local
government agencies may be used. It may be necessary to establish
priorities for investigation of multiple incidents, which occur over wide
geographic areas or within a short period of time. The magnitude of a
discharge is not necessarily the determining factor as to which incidents
should be investigated.

Other factors include, but are not limited to:
3. The type of pollutant discharged.
a. The quantity of pollutant discharged.
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Whether the pollutant will rapidly dissipate or disperse, considering
factors such as river current, weather, temperature, and viscosity or
volatility.

Potential for fire or explosion, and toxicity to human, wildlife, and
aquatic life.

Corrective actions being taken by a RP or concerned individual to
control or mitigate the discharge.

If the RP is known, or suspected sources have been identified, prior
offenses are taken into account.

The predicted impact on environmentally sensitive areas, using
weather and spill trajectories.

Determining if the spill occurred in an environmentally sensitive area,
recreational area, wildlife refuge, or if it can be expected to impact
public water intakes.

The potential for further discharge either into navigable waters or onto
adjoining shorelines.

The OSC representative will supervise all operations during federally
funded removal actions. At least one USCG member will be on-scene
during actions taken by the removal contractor. This will ensure the
appropriateness of actions taken, especially considering the resulting
costs to the federal government.

Supervisory functions include:

4.

USCG personnel supervising each operational site where a

federally funded cleanup is being performed.

Ensuring the OSC's instructions and priorities are carried out, and that
recommended changes are forwarded to the OSC.

Completing all cost documentation IAW instructions contained in the
CCGD8 SOP and NPFC Technical Operating Procedures.

Maintaining daily records of activities and expenditures by other
federal, state, or local agencies whose costs may be reimbursed with
federal funds.

Advising the contractor’s on-scene supervisor of unsafe,
unauthorized, or unsatisfactory operations IAW OSHA guidelines.
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1640.2

Multi-Area Response

If an actual or threatened discharge or release moves from the area
covered by one federal region or ACP into another area, the authority for
removal or response actions also shifts. If a discharge or substantial
threat of discharge or release affects areas covered by two or more local
plans, the response mechanisms called for by both plans will be
activated. The RRT must be notified if a discharge or release exceeds
the boundaries of the COTP Morgan City zone. In this case, removal or
response actions of all affected local zones or federal regions shall be
fully coordinated. There will be only one OSC at any time during the
course of a response operation. Should a discharge or a release affect
two or more areas, the OSC shall be designated by joint agreement of the
USCG, EPA and, if appropriate, DOD. In making this designation
agreement, prime consideration will be given to the areas vulnerable to
the greatest damage. The RRT will designate the OSC if EPA, USCG,
and DOD members are unable to agree on the designation. The NRT will
designate the OSC if members of one RRT or two adjacent RRT are
unable to agree on the designation.

For additional and more specific actions, refer to 3000 (Operations)

1650 Responsible Party Response Policy

1650.1

RP Responsibility

Under OPA 90, the RP has primary responsibility for cleanup of a
discharge. The response shall be conducted IAW their applicable
response plan. Section 4201(a) of OPA 90 states that an owner or
operator of a vessel or facility participating in removal efforts shall act
IAW the NCP and the applicable response plan required. Section 4202 of
OPA 90 states that these response plans shall:

5. be consistent with requirements of the NCP and ACPs;

a. identify the qualified individual having full authority to implement
removal actions, and require immediate communications between that
individual and the appropriate Federal official and the persons
providing personnel and equipment pursuant to clause (jii);

b. identify, and ensure by contract or other means approved by the
President, the availability of private personnel and equipment
necessary to remove to the maximum extent practicable a worst case
discharge (including a discharge resulting from fire or explosion), and
to mitigate or prevent a substantial threat of such a discharge;

c. describe the training, equipment testing, periodic unannounced drills,
and response actions of persons on the vessel or at the facility, to be
carried out under the plan to ensure the safety of the vessel or facility
and to mitigate or prevent the discharge, or the substantial threat of a
discharge;

d. be updated periodically; and
e. be resubmitted for approval of each significant change.
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1650.2

1650.3

Response Plan Submission

Each owner or operator of a tank vessel or facility required by OPA 90 to
submit a response plan shall do so IAW applicable regulations. The
response manual will identify the qualified individual having full resources
to implement removal actions; identify and ensure resources are available
to respond to a worst case discharge (to the maximum extent
practicable); describe drills and equipment testing provisions; and be
submitted for approval, if required. The FOSC maintains a copy of all
response plans for facilities within the specified COTP Zone. Facility and
vessel response plan regulations, including plan requirements, are
located in 33 CFR Parts 154 and 155, respectively.

[Note: Vessel response plans are evaluated and maintained at CG

Headquarters in Washington D.C.]
Liability
As defined in OPA 90, each RP for a vessel or a facility from which oil is
discharged, or which poses a substantial threat of a discharge, into or
upon the navigable waters or adjoining shorelines or the EEZ is liable for
the removal costs and damages specified in Subsection (b) of Section
1002 of OPA 90. Any removal activity undertaken by a RP must be
consistent with the provisions of the NCP, RCP, ACP, and the applicable
response plan required by OPA 90. If directed by the FOSC at any time
during removal activities, the RP must act accordingly. Each RP for a
vessel or facility from which a HAZMAT is released, or which poses a
substantial threat of a discharge, is liable for removal costs as specified in
the CERCLA of 1980 (CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.).

The RP is required to respond immediately to cleanup or mitigate the
effects of the discharge and is liable for the government’s removal costs
and damages as specified in OPA. Any action by a RP engaging in
removal activities must be consistent with the provisions of the NCP, the
RP’s response plan required by OPA.

The CWA and OPA of 1990 establish maximum limitations on liability and
actual removal costs incurred when the federal government undertakes
removal actions. This liability is applicable to onshore and offshore
facilities that transfer oil or HAZMAT in bulk, and all barges and vessels
that carry oil or HAZMAT as cargo or fuel. Except when an owner or
operator can prove that the discharge or release was caused solely by:
an act of God, or; an act of war, or; negligence on the part of the U.S.
government, or; an act or omission of a third party without regard to
whether any such act or omission was or was not negligent, or; any
combinations of the foregoing causes, the omission of a third party
without regard to whether any such act or omission was or was not
negligent, or; any combination of the foregoing causes, the limitations of
liability are as follows:

a. For atank vessel, the greater of —

1. $1,200 per gross ton; or
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1650.4

1650.5

1650.6

1650.7

2. in the case of a vessel greater than 3,000 gross tons,
$10,000,000; or
in the case of a vessel of 3,000 gross tons or less, $2,000,000;
For any other vessel, $600 per gross ton, or $500,000, whichever is
greater;

T w

c. For an offshore facility, except a deep water port, the total amount of
all removal costs plus $75,000,000; and

d. For an onshore facility or deep-water port, the $350,000,000.
Negligence or Misconduct

If it can be shown that discharge or release was the result of willful
negligence or willful misconduct within the knowledge of the owner or
operator, gross negligence or the violation of an applicable Federal Safety
construction or operations regulation such owner shall be liable to the
U.S. government for the full amount of actual removal costs, regardless of
these limitations. Additionally, the RP shall be liable without limitation if
there is failure or refusal to report the incident, provide reasonable
cooperation and assistance and to comply with orders.

Act or Omission of Third Party

If it can be established that a discharge or threat of a discharge and the
resulting removal costs and damages were caused solely by an act or
omission of one or more third parties (or solely by such an act or omission
in combination with an act of God or an act of war), the third party or
parties shall be treated as the RP or parties.

COFR Requirements

Vessels over 300 gross tons (except a non-self propelled vessel that does
not carry oil as cargo or fuel) using any place subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and any vessel using the waters of the EEZ to transship
or lighter oil destined for a place subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S., all
offshore facilities, deep water ports including fixed or movable drilling
units, must possess a valid COFR. This certificate provides proof that the
owner or operator of each vessel or offshore facility has sufficient
financial means to meet the maximum amount of liability to which the RP
could be subject under the Act. A state may enforce, on the navigable
waters of the state, the requirements for evidence of financial
responsibility.

Federal/State/Local Role in Incident Response

The Unified Command Structure provides for the incorporation of local
government through Local Emergency Management Plans (Local
Government Oil Spill Contingency Plans are a subset of this plan),
STATE members, the responsible party and the Federal Government
represented by the U.S. Coast Guard which is the pre-designated On
Scene Coordinator (OSC) under the National Contingency Plan.
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The Unified Command will consist of the U.S. Coast Guard, STATE, and
the responsible party. The Unified Command will direct the tactical and
strategic response to an oil spill with a unified position to insure clear
direction to the responsible party and efficient utilization of resources.
OPA 90 clearly establishes that the OSC has the ultimate responsibility
for directing oil spill response including response objectives and
strategies.

The U.S. Coast Guard in recognition of the vital role and interest local
government and the State have in marine oil spills, has entered into a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the State that formalizes
designation of responsibilities and authority at the state and local level
relative to marine oil spill planning and response.

Providing for the immediate removal of HAZMAT pollutants, or
contaminants, released into or threatening release into the environment
within the COTP Morgan City coastal zone. COTP Morgan City will not
act as the pre-designated OSC for discharges or releases from
hazardous waste management facilities or similarly chronic incidents. He
may act as First Federal Official On-Scene in such instances, but shall
turn over all response actions and authorities to the EPA OSC within 48
hours after the initiation of the response, or upon arrival of the EPA OSC.

a. Initiating immediate response actions when necessary at uncontrolled
hazardous waste sites within the zone, pending arrival of the EPA
OSC, who will continue the action to completion.

b. Providing for the removal of all discharges of oil within the zone,
except for discharges from DOD vessels or facilities.

c. Conducting activities at the scene of a discharge or release in the
inland zone as the First Federal Official On-Scene, until the arrival of
the pre-designated FOSC (EPA, DOD, DOE, etc). This includes
initiating federally funded removal actions or such actions as
necessary to mitigate the effects of the discharge or release, and to
limit or reduce the threat to public health and welfare or the
environment. While serving as First Federal Official On-Scene, no
federal funds may be obligated without prior consultation with the pre-
designated FOSC.

d. Collecting pertinent facts about the discharge or release, such as: its
source and cause; the existence of potentially responsible parties; the
nature, amount, and location of discharged or released materials; the
probable direction and time of travel of discharged or released
materials; pathways to human exposure; potential impacts on human
health, welfare, and safety; and potential impacts on natural resources
or property which may be affected.

e. Setting priorities for protecting human health, welfare, and the
environment.

f. Documenting appropriate response costs.
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Directing response operations at the scene of a discharge or release;
coordinating with appropriate federal, state, local, and private
response agencies.

Consulting regularly with the RRT in carrying out responsibilities
under the NCP, RCP, and this plan; and keeping the RRT informed of
actions taken during response activities.

Evaluating incoming information and immediately advising FEMA of
potential major disaster situations. In the event of a major disaster or
emergency, under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93-288),
the OSC will coordinate any response activities with the federal
Coordinating Officer designated by the President. In addition, the
OSC will notify FEMA of situations potentially requiring evacuation,
temporary housing, and permanent relocations.

Notifying the HHS representative to the RRT in those instances where
a possible public health emergency exists. Throughout response
actions, the OSC may call upon the DHHS representative for
assistance in determining public health threats and for advice on
worker health and safety problems.

Taking appropriate action to respond to discharges or releases from
facilities or vessels under federal jurisdiction when, in the opinion of
the OSC, the responsible federal agency is not taking appropriate
action or acting in a timely manner.

Advising the affected land managing agency and trustees of natural
resources, as promptly as possible, of releases and discharges
affecting federal resources under their jurisdiction and coordinating
response activities with the appropriate agency to ensure protection of
those resources.

. Addressing worker health and safety concerns at a response scene.

Submitting POLREPS to the RRT and appropriate agencies as
significant developments occur.

Ensuring all appropriate public and private interests are kept informed
to the greatest extent practical and ensuring their concerns are
considered throughout a response IAW section 300.39 of the NCP.

Immediate removal actions involving nuclear weapons shall be
conducted IAW the joint Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, and Federal Emergency Management Agency “Agreement for
Response to Nuclear Incidents and Nuclear Weapons Significant
Incidents” dated January 8, 1981. The LA Department of
Environmental Quality, Nuclear Energy Division is prepared to assist,
and should be consulted for any incidents involving nuclear wastes or
weapons.
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1650.8 COFR Examination

Any qualified CG officer or petty officer may board a vessel carrying oil in
bulk (or other vessels which are required to have COFRs) and request
the master or PIC to produce the COFR for examination. Failure to
produce the required COFR, or if the CFR is expired, can result in the
COTP issuing a denial or detention order. A denial order forbids entry of
that vessel into the navigable waters of the U.S., or any port or place in
the U.S. A detention order detains that vessel at its present port or
location within those U.S. waters from which it is about to depart, until
such time sufficient evidence is produced showing the requirements of
financial responsibility have been met. This may be accomplished by the
vessel agent providing a copy of the document, or in some instances by
the boarding officer or other COTP member receiving verbal confirmation
that the document is valid, from COMDT (G-MOR), M-F 0700-1700, Sat
0830-1700. The owner, operator, agent, or master of the vessel may
petition the CCGD8(m), for review of a denial or detention order. The
order remains in effect pending the outcome of the review, unless
otherwise determined by the CCGDS8. The CCGD8 may, upon review,
affirm, set aside, or modify the order, and the appeal shall be acted upon
within 10 days of receipt. Any vessel subject to the act which is found
within the navigable waters without the necessary evidence of financial
responsibility shall be subject to seizure by the forfeiture to the U.S

1650.9 Pollution Incidents Resulting From OCS Activities

POLREPS shall be submitted in the same manner as those for FWPCA
incidents, except that the subject line shall include the term “OCS OIL”".

1660 Standard Response Structure

a. The OSC is the pre-designated Federal official responsible for ensuring
immediate and effective response to a discharge or threatened discharge of
oil or a HAZMAT. The USCG designates FOSCs for the coastal zones, while
the EPA designates FOSCs for the inland zones.

b. The first federal official affiliated with an NRT member agency to arrive at the
scene of a discharge should coordinate activities under the NCP and is
authorized to initiate, in consultation with the FOSC, any necessary actions
normally carried out by the FOSC until the arrival of the pre-designated
FOSC. This official may initiate federal fund-financed actions only as
authorized by the FOSC.

c. Where appropriate, the FOSC shall establish a UCS consisting of the FOSC,
the State IC, and the RP Incident Manager. The FOSC is responsible for
assigning individuals from within the response community (Federal, State,
local or private), as necessary, to fill the designated positions in the NRS
incident level response organization. It should be noted, however, that one
individual may fill several of the designated positions. These assignments
will be predicated on the nature of the spill and the need for extensive
manning. These positions and their responsibilities are as follows:

4. Public Affairs Officer - Coordinates the release of all media releases and
the scheduling of press conferences related to the incident. The PAO
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may also establish a Joint Information Bureau (JIB) to facilitate the
coordinated release of available information.

5. Liaison Officer - Coordinates with other agencies, individuals, or groups
involved in the response.

6. Safety Officer - Ensures the safety of all activities associated with the
response and compliance with applicable safety laws and regulations.
Also responsible for assessing hazardous and unsafe situations and
developing measures for assuring personnel safety.

7. Historian - Records the chronology of events and documenting all
pertinent activity relating to the spill. Pertinent message traffic,
correspondence, etc. should be included in this documentation.

8. Response Operations Chief - Manages the tactical response to the
discharge, including containment and cleanup efforts.

9. Planning Chief - Develops strategies for the containment and cleanup of
the discharge.

10. Logistics Chief - Ensures that necessary personnel and equipment are
obtained and delivered to conduct response operations.

11. Finance Chief - Manages fund expenditures, including documentation for
claims and cost recovery. This position will typically be staffed by a
DRAT (see Annex F, Appendix IV, Tab C) or NPFC representative.

FOSCs shall, to the extent practicable, and as soon as possible after the
incident occurs, collect pertinent facts about the discharge, such as its source
and cause; the identification of responsible parties; the nature, amount, and
location of discharged materials; the trajectory of discharged materials;
whether the discharge is a worst case discharge; the pathways to human and
environmental exposure; the potential impact on human health, welfare,
safety and the environment; whether the discharge poses a substantial threat
to the public health or welfare; the potential impact on natural resources and
property which may be affected; priorities for protecting human health and
welfare and the environment; and appropriate resource documentation.

FOSC's efforts shall be coordinated with other appropriate Federal, State,
local, and private response agencies. An FOSC may designate capable
individuals from Federal, State, or local agencies to act as her/his on scene
representatives. State and local governments, however, are not authorized
to take care of actions under Subpart D of the NCP that involve expenditures
of the OSTLF unless an appropriate contract or cooperative agreement has
been established.

FOSCs should consult with the RRT, when necessary, in carrying out the
requirements of the NCP and keep the RRT informed of activities under the
NCP. The FOSC is responsible for addressing worker health and safety
concerns at a response scene.

In those instances where a possible public health emergency exists, the
FOSC should notify the Health and Human Services (HHS) representative to
the RRT. Throughout response actions, the FOSC may call upon the HHS
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1660.1

1660.2

representative for assistance in determining public health threats and call
upon the OSHA and HHS for advice on worker health and safety problems.

FOSCs shall ensure that the trustees for natural resources are promptly
notified of discharges. The FOSC shall coordinate all response activities with
the affected natural resource trustees and shall consult with the affected
trustees on the appropriate removal action to be taken. Where the FOSC
becomes aware that a discharge may affect any endangered or threatened
species, or their habitat, the FOSC shall consult with the appropriate Natural
Resource Trustee.

FOSCs shall submit POLREPS to the RRT and other appropriate agencies
as significant developments occur during response actions, through
communications networks or procedures agreed to by the RRT and covered
in the RCP.

FOSCs should ensure that all appropriate public and private interests are
kept informed and that their concerns are considered throughout a response,
to the extent practicable.

SONS Response Structure

The SONS organization incorporates the UCS and control support
mechanism, pre-designates key positions, defines their roles, clarifies the
relationships of key functional elements, and integrates the use of CG
Reservists (for CG directed responses). The SONS plan provides for
significant augmentation of the regional organization by a national
structure containing 6 key elements: the NIC, the Alternate National
Incident Manager, the NIC’s Chief of Staff, the Crisis Action
Center/Emergency Operations Center (CAC/EOC), the SONS Area
Operations Coordinator, and the NIC's staff. The role definition of each is
as follows:

National Incident Commander (NIC)

When a SONS is declared, the NIC will proceed to the scene, assume the
role of FOSC and take strategic control of the situation. The principle
responsibility of the NIC will be strategic management, ensuring that all
possible actions are being taken to combat the spill, thereby reassuring
the public that the full force of the formal response infrastructure is being
utilized for the spill. The NIC should remain on scene to provide strategic
coordination of the entire response effort for as long as the response
exceeds regional capabilities. The COMDT will assign a Vice Admiral in
the position of NIC.

Alternate NIC will be the CCGD8 in whose district the spill has occurred.
As CCGDB8, they will already be an integral part of the regional response
structure, and will be in a position to continue liaison with the regional
level officials and coordinate any resource issues with the adjacent
districts or regions.
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1660.4

1660.5

1660.6

Crisis Action Center (CAC)

The Chief of the CG Headquarters Office of Marine Safety, Security and
Environmental Protection will direct the Headquarters CAC operations.
The CAC Chief will be the key advisor to the COMDT of the CG and to
the NIC during the incident.

NIC Chief of Staff

The CO of the NSFCC will serve as the NIC’s principal advisor and Chief
of Staff. Since this Officer's primary duty is to prepare for response to a
SONS, their response expertise will be invaluable to the NIC in
developing and executing strategic plans. They will serve as advisor to
the NIC while providing direct operational guidance to the pre-designated
Area Operations Coordinators.

Area Operations Coordinator

The Pre-designated OSC, as AC chair, will be designated as the Area
Operations Coordinator because of requisite local knowledge of the
response area and the political and commercial contacts to initiate and
sustain a cleanup operation. For SONS, there will most likely be multiple
Area Operations Coordinators, each retaining tactical responsibility for
their own area.

Support Staff

The NIC will require a number of staff elements to effectively manage and
coordinate their responsibilities. This will facilitate rapid implementation
during a SONS event and encourage the formation of a coordinated
management team. The major staff components include a Support
Operations Division, a Strategic Planning Division, a Logistics Division,
and a Finance Division. An External Affairs Division has been added to
deal with anticipated heavy public affairs and protocol workload.

1670 Incident Command System

1680 Area Exercise Mechanism
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The opportunity to exercise this plan and components of this plan presents itself
via the National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (NPREP or
PREP). The final PREP guideline booklet was published in August 1994 and is
available at no charge by writing to: TASC Dept Warehouse, 3341 Q 75" Ave,
Landover, MD 20785. The publication number is USCG-X0191. Additional
PREP information can be found at the following web site:
www.dot.gov/dotinfo/usca/hg/g-m/gmhome.htm. The PREP guidelines also
apply for vessel and facility plan holders. This following discussion focuses on
the PREP requirements for the Planning Areas as designated in section 1400 of
this plan. The Area exercises are divided into two classification categories;
internal and external. The internal exercises are: Natification Drills (quarterly);
Spill Management Team Tabletop Exercises (SMT-TTX) (annually); Equipment
Deployment Exercises (annually); and, Government Initiated Unannounced
Exercises (maximum of 4 per area per year). The external exercises are
Government led Area exercises and Industry led Area exercises. The On-scene
Coordinator (OSC) is responsible for planning, designing, and executing the
internal exercises. The National Strike Force Coordination Center (NSFCC) is
responsible for scheduling the external exercises and the appropriate OSC
remains involved in the planning, design, and execution of the Government led
Area exercises. The OSC will consult in exercise development and will
participate as appropriate in the Industry led Area exercises.

The scope and objectives of internal and external Area exercises are detailed in
the PREP guidelines. Members of the Area Committee and response community
will be involved in each type of exercise to some degree, varying from the
confirmation of a phone number to assisting in the design of a the scenario and
performing as a controller or evaluator of the exercise.

Participation in the PREP and utilization of the PREP guidance will ensure that all
federal exercise requirements mandated by OPA 90 have been met. The PREP
program requirements are optional for vessel and facility plan holders. However,
if PREP guidelines are not followed, plan holders will be required to meet the drill
requirements in 33 CFR 155.1060 (vessels) or 33 CFR 154.1055 (facilities). As
part of their normal operations, representatives of the Captain of the Port will be
verifying that vessel and facility plan holders are conducting and recording
required exercises.

1680.1 Exercises and Drills

1690

Federal Response Plan

16100 Federal Radiological Response Plan

1700 Guiding Response Doctrine

1710
1720
1730
1740
1750
1760

Public vs. Private Resource Utilization

Best Response Concept

Cleanup Assessment Protocol (How Clean is Clean)
Dispersant Pre-Approval/Monitoring/Decision Protocol
In-situ Burn Approval/Monitoring/Decision Protocol

Fish and Wildlife Acts Compliance (Migratory Bird Act, Marine Mammal Act,
Endangered Species Act, etc)
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1770 Protection of Historic Properties

1780 Alternative Response Technical Evaluation System (ARTES)

1790 Specialized Monitoring of Advanced Response Technology (SMART)
1800 Reserved for Area
1900 Reserved for District
11000 Reserved
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Standard Incident Command System
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2000 Command

2100 Unified Command - Command Structure

The National Contingency Plan (NCP), 40 CFR 300, requires On-Scene
Coordinators (OSCs) to direct response efforts and coordinate all other actions at the
scene of a spill or release. The NCP further states that the basic format for the
response management system is a structure that brings together federal and state
agencies, and the responsible party, to achieve an effective response. The structure
is commonly referred to as the Unified Command (UC). It should be noted that in
this structure the OSC retains ultimate authority in a response operation for decisions
relating to it. However, the OSC will exert his/her own authority independent of the
UC only if other members are not present or are unable to reach consensus within a
reasonable time frame.

To standardize response management within the marine safety field, the Coast
Guard has adopted the National Interagency Incident Management System (NIIMS)
based Incident Command System (ICS). While Vessel Response Plans (VRPs) and
Facility Response Plans (FRPs) are required to have a management system
compatible with the Area Contingency Plan, there is no requirement for VRPs and
FRPs to follow strict ICS.

The ICS organization if built around five major functions that are applied on any
incident, large or small. They are Incident Command, Operations, Planning,
Logistics and Finance. A major advantage of the ICS organization is the ability to
expand and contract organizationally as required by the incident. For some incidents
only a few of the organization’s functional elements may be required. For larger or
more complicated responses, additional positions exist within the ICS framework to
meet virtually any need.

Where appropriate, the OSC shall establish a unified command consisting of the
OSC, the State Incident Commander, and the Responsible Party Incident Manager.
The OSC is responsible for assigning individuals from within the response
community (Federal, State, local or private), as necessary, to fill the designated
positions in the NRS incident level response organization. It should be noted,
however, that an individual might fill several of the designated positions. These
assignments will be predicted on the nature of the spill and the need for extensive
manning. These positions and their responsibilities are as follows:

a. Information Officer - Responsible for the coordination and release of all media
releases and the scheduling of press conferences related to the incident. The
PAO may also establish a Joint Information Center (JIC) to facilitate the
coordinated release of available information.

b. Liaison Officer - Responsible for coordinating with outside agencies, individuals,
or groups involved in the response.

c. Safety Officer - Responsible for the safety of all activities associated with the
response and compliance with applicable safety laws and regulations. Also
responsible for assessing hazardous and unsafe situations and developing
measures for assuring personnel safety.

d. Historian - Responsible for recording the chronology of events and documenting
all pertinent activity relating to the spill. All pertinent message traffic,
correspondence, etc. should be included in this documentation.
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e. Response Operations Chief - Responsible for management of the tactical
response to the discharge, including containment and cleanup efforts.

f. Planning Chief - Responsible for the development of strategies for the
containment and cleanup of the discharge.

g. Logistics Chief - Responsible for ensuring that the necessary personnel and
equipment are obtained and delivered to conduct response operations.

h. Finance/Admin Chief - Responsible for the accounting management of Fund
expenditures, including documentation for claims and cost recovery. This
position will typically be staffed by a DRAT or NPFC representative.
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2110 General Staff Planning Cycle Guide

OSC

Federal

Safety Officer
(SO)

Liaison Officer
(LO)

Information Officer
(10)
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PLANMING CYCLE, MEETINGS, BRIEFINGS,

ANDO THE PLANMING CHART
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Based on a 12-hour operational period, the above planning cycle may be modified
based on actual duration of operational period.

Establish Unified Command.
Complete notifications to all agencies: City, Parish, State, and Federal.
Proactively implement Unified Command elements in anticipation of response needs.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

Agency Admin Rep Agency Administrator Representative
Bus. Mgmt Business Management

Comm. U. L. Communications Unit Leader
Finance/Admin Finance/Administration

R. U. L. Resources Unit Leader

S.U. L Situation Unit Leader

Supply & Demob. U. L. Supply & Demobilization Unit Leader

2120 Common Responsibilities
The following are responsibilities applicable to all ICS personnel:

a. Receive assignment, notifications, reporting location, reporting time and
travel instructions from your home agency.

b. Upon arrival at the incident, check-in at designated check-in locations.
Check-in locations may be found at:

1. Incident Command Post
2. Base or Camps, Staging Areas, Helibases
3. Division Supervisors (for direct line assignments).

c. Agency representatives from assisting or cooperating agencies report to
Liaison Officer at the Command Post after checking in.

d. All radio communications to Incident Communications Center will be
addressed: (Incident Name) Communications”.

e. Use clear text and ICS terminology (no codes) in all radio transmissions.

-

Receive briefing from immediate supervisor.

Acquire work materials.

2 @

Organize, assign and brief subordinates.

Complete forms and reports required of the assigned position and send
material through supervisor to Documentation Unit.

j.  Respond to demobilization orders.

k. Brief subordinates regarding demobilization.

2130 Unit Leader Responsibilities
Common responsibilities that must be accomplished by all Unit Leaders include:
a. Participate in incident planning meetings, as required.

Determine current status of unit activities.

b
c. Confirm dispatch and estimated time of arrival of staff and supplies.
d. Assign specific duties to staff; supervise staff.

e

Determine resource needs.
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g.
h.

Develop and implement accountability, safety and security measures for
personnel and resource

Supervise demobilization of unit, including storage of supplies
Provide Supply Unit Leader with a list of supplies to be replenished.

Maintain unit records, including Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

2140 ICS Levels

2140.1

2140.2

2140.3

2140.4

2140.5

2140.6

2140.7

Section

That organization level having functional responsibility for primary
segments of incident operation such as: Operations, Planning, Logistics
and Finance. The Section level is organizationally between Branch and
Incident Commander. Lead title is Section Chief. Support Position is
Deputy.

Branch

That organization level having functional/geographic responsibility for
major incident operations. The Branch level is organizationally between
Section and Division/Group in the Operations Section, and between
Section and Units in the Logistics Section. Lead title of the Branch is
Branch Director. Support Position id Deputy.

Division
The organization level having responsibility for operation within a defined
geographic area or with functional responsibility. The Division/Group

level is organizationally between the Task Force/Team and the Branch.
(Also see Group.) Lead title of the Division is Division Supervisor.

Group

Groups are established to divide the incident into functional areas of
operations. Groups are composed of resources assembled to perform a
special function not necessarily within a single geographic division. (See
division). Groups are located between Branches (when activated) and
Resources in the Operations Section. Lead title of the Groups is Group
Supervisor.

Strike Team/Task Force

A group of resources with common communications and a leader
assembled for a specific mission. Lead title is Task Force Leader.

Unit

The organizational element having functional responsibility for a specific
incident planning, logistic, or finance activity. Lead title is Unit Leader.
Support position is Manager.

Single Resource

An individual, a piece of equipment and it's personnel complement, or
crew or team of individuals with and identified work supervisor that can be
used on an incident.
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2200 Command/Staff Elements

In ICS, Unified Command is a unified team effort which allows all agencies with
responsibility for the incident, either geographical of functional, to manage and
incident by establishing a common set of incident objectives and strategies. This is
accomplished without losing or abdicating agency authority, responsibility or
accountability.

2210 On-Scene Commander (OSC)

The On Scene Coordinator (OSC)(referred to as the Federal On Scene
Coordinator (FOSC) in 33 CFR300) is the pre-designated Federal official
responsible for ensuring immediate and effective response to a discharge or
threatened discharge of oil or hazardous substance. The U.S. Coast Guard
designates OSCs for the U.S. coastal zones, while the U.S. EPA designates
OSCs for the U.S. inland zones.

The first federal official affiliated with an NRT member agency to arrive at the
scene of a discharge should coordinate activities under the NCP and is
authorized to initiate, in consultation with OSC, any necessary actions normally
carried out by the OSC until the arrival of the predesignated OSC. This official
may initiate federal Fund-financed actions only as authorized by the OSC.

Where appropriate, the OSC shall establish a unified command consisting of the
OSC, the State Incident Commander, and the Responsible Party Incident
Manager. The OSC is responsible for assigning individuals from within the
response community (Federal, State, local or private), as necessary, to fill the
designated positions in the NRS incident level response organization. It should
be noted, however, that one individual may fill several of the designated
positions. These assignments will be predicated on the nature of the spill and
the need for extensive manning.

The OSC shall, to the extent practicable, and as soon as possible after the
incident occurs, collect pertinent facts about the discharge, such as its source
and cause; the identification of responsible parties; the nature, amount, and
location of discharged materials; the trajectory of discharged materials; whether
the discharge is a worst case discharge; the pathways to human environmental
exposure; the potential impact on human health, welfare, safety and the
environment; whether the discharge poses a substantial threat to the public
health or welfare; the potential impact on natural resources and property which
may be affected, priorities for protecting human health and welfare and the
environment; and appropriate resource documentation.

The OSC's effort shall be coordinated with other appropriate Federal, State,
local, and private response agencies. An OSC may designate capable
individuals from Federal, State, or local agencies to act as her/his on scene
representatives. State and local governments, however, are not authorized to
take actions under Subpart D of the NCP that involve expenditures of the Oil Spill
Liability Trust Fund unless and appropriate contract or cooperative agreement
has been established.

The OSC should consult with the RRT, when necessary, in carrying out the
requirements of the NCP and keep the RRT informed of activities under the NCP.
The OSC is responsible for addressing worker health and safety concerns at a
response scene.
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2220
2230
2240

In those instances where a possible public health emergency exists, the OSC
should notify the Health and Human Services (HHS) representative to the RRT.
Throughout response actions, the OSC may call upon the HHS representative for
assistance in determining public health threats. The OSC also may call upon the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and HHS for advice on
worker health and safety problems.

The OSC shall ensure that the trustees for natural resources are promptly
notified of discharges. The OSC shall coordinate all response activities with the
affected natural resource trustees and shall consult with the affected trustees on
the appropriate removal action to be taken. Where the OSC becomes aware that
a discharge may affect any endangered or threatened species, or their habitat,
the OSC shall consult with the appropriate Natural Resource Trustee.

The OSC shall submit pollution reports to the RRT and other appropriate
agencies as significant developments occur during response actions, through
communications networks or procedures agreed to by the RRT and covered in
the RCP.

OSCs should ensure that all appropriate public and private interests are kept
informed and that their concerns are considered throughout a response, to extent
practicable.

State Incident Commander (IC) TO BE DEVELOPED
Representative of Responsible Party (RP) TO BE DEVELOPED
Information Officer (10)

The Information Officer is responsible for developing and releasing information
about the incident to the news media, to incident personnel, and the other
agencies and organizations as appropriate. Only on Information Officer will be
assigned for each incident, including incidents operating under Unified Command
and multi-jurisdictional incidents. The Information Officer may have assistants as
necessary, and the assistants may also represent assisting agencies or
jurisdictions.

Establish a single information center. (This may be called the Joint Information
Center (JIC)

Contact the jurisdictional agencies to coordinate public information activities.

Establish information collection requirements.

Prepare initial information summary as soon as possible after arrival.

Observe constraints on the release of information imposed by Incident
Command.

Obtain approval for release of information from Incident Command.

Prepare and disseminate news releases.

Attend meetings to update information releases.

Arrange for meetings between media and incident personnel.

Provide escort service and protective clothing to media personnel/VIPs

Respond to special requests for information

Obtain media information that may be useful to incident planning.

Maintain current information summaries and/or displays of the incident and
provide information on the status of the incident to incident personnel.

Resolve conflicting information and bring media concerns to the Unified
Command.
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(See Section 9520.4 for additional info on Public Affairs)

2250

Safety Officer (SO)

The Health & Safety Officer is responsible for identifying and assessing
hazardous and unsafe situations and developing measures for assuring
personnel safety. The Health & Safety Officer will correct unsafe acts or

conditions through the regular line of authority, although the Officer may exercise

emergency authority to stop or prevent unsafe acts when immediate action is
required. The Health & Safety Officer maintains awareness of active and

developing situations, ensures the preparation and implementation of the Site
Safety Plan, and includes safety messages in each Incident Action Plan. The
Health & Safety Officer may have assistants as necessary, and the assistants

may also represent assisting agencies or jurisdictions.

Identify hazardous or unsafe situations associated with the incident.
Ensure the preparation and implementation of the Site Safety Plan.
Review the IAP for safety implications.

Exercise emergency authority to stop and prevent unsafe acts.
Review and approve the Medical Plan.

2260 Liaison Officer (LO)

For incidents that are multi-jurisdiction, or have several agencies involved, a
Liaison Officer position may be established on the Command Staff. The Liaison
Officer responsibilities include:

a.
b.

2260.1

Review Command Responsibilities

Provide a point of contact for assisting and cooperating Agency
Representatives.

Identify Agency Representatives from each agency including communications
link and location.

Maintain a list of assisting and coordinating interagency contacts.
Keep agencies supporting incident aware of incident status.

Monitor incident operations to identify current or potential inter-organizational
issues and advise Incident Command as appropriate.

Participate in planning meetings, provide current resource status information,
including limitations and capabilities of assisting agency resources.

Maintain unit/Activity Log.
MAC Group

A Multi-Agency Coordination System (MACS) is a combination of
facilities, equipment, personnel, procedures, and communications
integrated into a common system with responsibility for coordination of
assisting agency resources and support to agency emergency operations.
Each MAC Group will be facilitated by a MAC Group Coordinator and
include MAC Group Agency Representatives. The MACS will:

6. Evaluate new incidents.

a. Prioritize incidents:
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Health and Human Safety

Environmental Areas Threatened

Real Property threatened

High damage potential

Incident complexity
Ensure agency resource situation is current.
Determine specific agency resource requirements.

Determine agency resources availability (available for out-of-
jurisdiction assignment at this time).

Determine need and designate regional mobilization.
Allocate resources to incidents based on priorities.

Anticipate future agency/regional resource needs.
Communicate MACS “decisions” back to agencies/incidents.
Review policies/agreements for regional resource allocations.
Review need for other agencies involvement in MACS.

Provide necessary liaison with out-of-region facilities and agencies as

appropriate.

2260.12 MAC Group Coordinator

The MAC Group Coordinator serves as a facilitator in organizing and
accomplishing the mission, goals and direction of the MAC Group.

The Coordinator will:

Facilitate the MAC Group decision process by obtaining,
developing and displaying situation information.

Fill and supervise necessary unit support positions within the MAC

Group.

Acquire and manage facilities and equipment necessary to carry

out the MAC Group functions.
Implement the decisions made by the MAC Group.

2260.13 MAC Group Agency Representative
The MAC Agency Representative would be an individual assigned to

represent their agency on a MAC Group and would act with full

authority on behalf of the agency, which the individual represents with

duties including but not limited to:

Ensure that current situation and resource status is provided by

their agency.
Prioritize incidents by an agreed upon set of criteria.
Determine specific resource requirements by the agency.

Determine resource availability for out-of jurisdiction assignments

and the need to provide resources in Mobilization Centers.
As needed, designate area or regional mobilization and
demobilization centers within their jurisdiction.

Collectively allocate scarce, limited resources to incidents based

on priorities.
Anticipate and identify future resource needs.
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2260.14

2260.15

Review and coordinate policies, procedures and agreements as
necessary.

Consider legal/fiscal implications.

Review need for participation by other agencies.

Provide liaison with out-of-the-area facilities and agencies as
appropriate.

Critique and recommend improvements to MACS and MAC Group
Operations.

Provide personnel cadre and transition to emergency or disaster
recovery as necessary.

MAC Situation Assessment Unit

The MAC Situation Assessment Unit (This is also referred to in some
agencies and EOC's as the Intelligence Unit) in the MACS is
responsible for the collection and organization of incident status and
situation information. They evaluate, analyze and display information
for use by the MAC Group. Functions include the following:

Maintain incident situation including location, type, size, potential
for damage, control problems and any other significant
information.

Maintain information on environmental issues, cultural and historic
resources or sensitive populations and areas.

Maintain information on meteorological conditions and forecast
conditions that may have an effect on incident operations.

Request/obtain resource status information from the Resource
Unit or agency dispatch sources.

Combine, summarize and display data for all appropriate incidents
according to established criteria.

Collect information on accidents, injuries, deaths and any other
significant occurrences.

Develop projections of future incident activity.
MAC Resource Unit

The MAC Resources Unit, if activated in a MACS, maintains summary
information by agency on critical equipment and personnel committed
and available within the MACS area of responsibility. Status is kept
on the overall numbers of critical resources rather than on individual
units. Functions can include the following:

Maintain current information on the numbers of personnel and
major items of equipment committed and/or available for
assignment.

Identify both essential and excess resources.

Provide resource summary information to the Situation
Assessment
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2260.16 MAC Information Unit

The MAC Information Unit is designed to satisfy the need for regional
information gathering. The unit will operate an information center to
serve the print and broadcast media and other governmental
agencies. | will provide summary information from agency/incident
information officers and identify local agency sources for additional
information to the media and other government agencies. Functions
are to:

Prepare and release summary information to the news media and
participating agencies.

Assist news media visiting the MACS facility and provide
information on its function. Stress joint agency involvement.
Assist in scheduling media conferences and briefings. Assist in
preparing information materials, etc., when requested by the MAC
Group coordinator.

Coordinate all matters related to public affairs (VIP tours, etc.). Act
as escort for and facilitate agency tours of incident areas, as
appropriate.

2270 Agency Representatives (AR)

Local Government Representative (LGR) is also called Agency Representative.
One Agency Representative designated to be the LGR and will advise the State
IC inthe UC. LGR is also called the Local Response Coordinator (LRC) in the
Local Plans and Regulations. The initial responding LGR could be replaced with
another Agency Representative by the local MAC group after the MAC group is
established and received their first briefing. The LGR should be familiar with the
local and area plans and be capable of committing appropriate resources or be
capable of obtaining commitments of resources from jurisdictions involved, and
will be capable of obtaining or brokering permits for the operational area.

Major Responsibilities of the LGR:

Represents the local government as set forth in the Memorandum of
Understanding for the local plan.

Meets the definition of an Agency Representative.

Obtains briefing from the LO or State IC.

Assists the LO with notification to other Agency Representative(s) and key local
personnel.

Provides the LO with pertinent information on the availability of local MAC group.

Upon initial response, works with the LO to establish the local MAC group.

Works closely with the State IC in an advisory role while attending meetings.

Assists the State IC or Deputy Incident Commander (Deputy IC), in providing the

first local MAC group briefing after the MAC group has been established provided

the MAC's concerns and viewpoints with the State IC to the UC and assists in

maintaining information flow between the State IC and MAC Group.

2280 Natural Resource Damage Assessment Unit (NRDA)
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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) is the process of identifying and
guantifying the resource impacts and evaluating the value of impacted resources
for the purpose of restoration. Successful pursuit of NRDA actions, either by the
trustees alone or in cooperation with the RP(s), is a complex process comprising
numerous tasks involving the interaction of scientists, economists, lawyers, and
administrators. The DOI Rules and NOAA rules reduce some of the complexity
by establishing as assessment process and providing a mechanism for
determining the merits of going forth with the assessment and claim. The
process provides a record of the trustee’s decisions. NRDA is always separate
from response to the spill.

2280.1

2280.2

2280.3

NRDA Representative

The NRDA Representative is responsible for coordinating NRDA needs
and activities of the trustee NRDA teams with the ICS spill response
operations. This includes close coordination with the Planning Section for
obtaining timely information on the spill and injuries to natural resources.
The NRDA Representative will coordinate with Scientific Support
Coordinator, the RP and Legal specialists for possible coordination of
NRDA or injury determination activities.

Attend appropriate planning meetings to facilitate communication
between NRDA Team and ICS elements.

Identify site access, transportation support, logistics requirements and
staffing needs to the proper ICS elements.

Interact with ICS elements to collect information essential to NRDA.

Coordinate sampling requirements with Sampling Specialists and the
Situation Unit.

Coordinate with the Liaison Officer and the SSC to identify other
organizations available to support NRDA activities.

Ensure that NRDA activities do not interfere or conflict with response
objectives.

Notification Procedure for Initiating NRDA Actions

In the event of a spill, each agency is responsible for notifying its own
members of the NRDA Team. Individual federal, state, and local
agencies may be notified through various channels depending on the size
and location of the spill. In all incidents that might require NRDA action,
the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office will attempt to notify
representatives from each of the trustee agencies expected to participate
in the NRDA process.

Investigation Representative

The Investigation Representatives report directly to their respective
Incident Commanders. Both Federal and State investigative teams will
coordinate their investigations within legal discovery guidelines. The
Investigative Specialists operate as separate entities during the incident
and are not normally part of the ICS. Investigation information may be
provided to support the ICS, within legal guidelines.
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a. Coordinate investigative activities with Legal Specialists, NRDA
Representative, and Sampling Specialists.

b. Contact and coordinate with other response agencies already on
scene.

c. Provide response essential information (amount of product
discharged, location and nature of the source, health and safety
hazards identified) developed as part of the investigation in support
the Unified Command.

d. Complete investigation report and file with the appropriate jurisdiction.
2290 Safety
2300 Media
2310 Protocol for Access/Timing of Media Briefings
2320 Joint Information Center (JIC) Formation

During a major oil spill where media activity is expected to last several days, the
lead Information Officer (I0) should establish a Joint Information Center (JIC) to
coordinate the Public Affairs activities of participating agencies and parties. The
role of the JIC is to:

a. Provide multiple phone lines for incoming calls, staffed by knowledgeable
individuals;

b. Ensure State and Federal government Public Affairs Officers (PAOSs) are
available to the media;

c. Develop and produce joint news releases under the Unified Command, which
must be approved by the State, Federal, and RP’s Incident Commanders,
and provide copies to the Unified Command and each Section of the ICS.

d. Schedule, organize, and facilitate news conferences.

It is recommended that the JIC be in the same building as the Command Center,
but in a room separate from other sections. PAOs need to be close to the UC
and other sections for effective communication flow, but not so close as to disturb
response operations.

If possible, the set-up of the JIC and staffing will be in accordance with the NRT
“JIC Model.” Equipment needs for the JIC vary, dependent on the size and
impact of the incident, and media and public interest levels.

If possible, a separate “Press Room” should be established for reporters’ use, at
spills that attracts a great deal of media interest. This room may be used by
reporters covering the story, and would ideally be equipped with several phone
lines and electrical outlets, and a couple of desks or tables and chairs. There
should be a way to display maps, status boards, and other visual aids that could
be used on-camera, and a table near the door for the late news releases, fact
sheets, and advisories. If there is room for seating and podium with PA system,
the pressroom is a good site for all formal news conferences. This allows TV
news crews to setup cameras in advance, and reporters to do stand-ups and
call-ins from an easy, central location.
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2330 Media Contacts

This should be utilized as a media contact list to identify points of contact, phone
numbers and fax numbers for wire services, television, radio and newspapers.

Government Resources

CCGD8 (dpa) is ready to assist an OSC by providing Public Affairs Specialists for
media liaison and photo documentation. The D8 (dpa) staff may also be able to
assist the Unified Command and JIC by making press releases, pictures and
video available electronically to the media by downloading such information to a
website. This office should be contacted early as the primary resource for public
affairs assistance. A CG PIAT is also available to OSCs when additional
personnel or expertise are required to accommodate the media. PIAT is a
specialized, self contained, public affairs resource, which is available through the
NRC, or the NSFCC. All public affairs resources will work directly for the OSC.
In the event a JIC is established, the RP should be encouraged to provide a
spokesperson to the JIC to facilitate “one stop shopping” for the media.

Wire Services: To be developed.

Television // The following media outlets are located in the zone:

KLFY CH-10, CBS
P. O. Box 90665
Lafayette, LA 70381
(337) 384-6960

KATC CH-3, ABC

P. O. Box 93133
Lafayette, LA. 70509
(337) 235-3333

WAFB CH-9, CBS

844 Government

Baton Rouge, LA. 70821
(225) 383-9999

WBRZ CH-2, ABC

1650 Highland Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA. 70802
(225) 387-2222

WDSU CH-6, NBC

520 Royal St.

New Orleans, LA. 70130
(504) 527-0666

WVUE CH-8, ABC

1025 S. Jefferson Davis Pkwy.
New Orleans, LA. 70125
(504) 486-6161

WWL CH-4, CBS

1024 N. Rampart

New Orleans, LA. 70116
(504) 529-4444

WGNO CH-26, IND

World Trade Center, #2 Canal St.
New Orleans, LA. 70138

(504) 581-2600

Allens Cable TV, CH-7
P. O. Box 2643

608 Michigan St.
Morgan City, LA. 70381
(985) 384-6960

Radio // The following are located in this zone:

Section 2000 Page 2-15




KQKI/KDLP

10 Pluto Rd.

Bayou Vista, LA. 70342
(985) 395-2853

KMRC/KFXY

409 Duke

Morgan City, LA. 70380
(985) 384-1420

KHOM

2306 W. Main
Houma, LA. 70364
(985) 876-5466

KCIL/KJIN

906 Belanger
Houma, LA. 70364
(985) 851-1020

KXOR

106 Ridgefield Rd.
Thibodeaux, LA. 70301
(985) 446-5604

KTIB

108 Green
Thibodeaux, LA. 70301
(985) 447-9006

KFMV/KFRA

103 Wilson
Franklin, LA. 70538
(337) 828-5372

KLEB/KBAU

315 Callais

Golden Meadow, LA. 70357
(985) 594-2752

KDEA

145 W. Main

New lberia, LA. 70560
(337) 365-6651

KAWE

2316 E. Main

New lberia, LA. 70560
(337) 365-3434

KROF
Hwy 167

Abbeville, LA. 70510
(337) 364-1025

KWIR

145 W. Main

New lIberia, LA. 70560
(337) 365-2401

Newspapers // The following are located within this zone:

The Daily Review

1014 Front St.

Morgan City, LA. 70380
(985) 384-8370

St. Mary Journal

1016 Front St.

Morgan City, LA. 70380
(985) 384-1350

The Bayou Catholic
Hwy 311, Box 907
Houma, LA. 70364
(985) 868-7720

The Courier

3030 Barrow
Houma, LA. 70364
(985) 873-7355

The Daily Comet

P. O. Box 5238
Thibodeaux, LA. 70302
(985) 447-4055

The Franklin Banner
111 Wilson

Franklin, LA. 70538
(337) 828-3706
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2400
2500
2600
2700
2800

The Daily Iberian

926 W. Main

New Iberia, LA. 70560
(337) 365-6773

Lafourche Gazette
P. O. Drawer G
Larose, LA. 70373
(985) 693-7229

The Daily Advertiser

P. O. Box 3208
Lafayette, LA. 70502
(337) 241-7354

Times
P. O. Drawer 3528
Lafayette. LA. 70502

Consultation
Reserved

Reserved for Area
Reserved for District
Reserved
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3000 Operations

3100 Operations Section Organization

The Operations Section is responsible for all operations directly applicable to the
primary mission. The Operations Section directs the preparation of unit operational
plans, requests or releases resources, makes expedient changes to the Incident
Action Plan as necessary and reports such to the Incident Commander (IC/UC).
Includes the Recovery and Protection Branch, Emergency Response Branch, Air
Operations Branch, and Wildlife Branch. The IC/UC will determine the need for a
separate Operations Section at an incident or event. Until Operations is established
as a separate Section, the IC/UC will have direct control of tactical resources.

,

Figure 3-1 — Operations Section Diagram

3110 Operations Section Planning Cycle Guide

Figure 3-
ABBREVIATIONS & ACRONYMS
Agency Admin Rep: Agency Administrator Representative
Bus. Mgmt: Business Management
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Comm. U.L.: Communications Unit Leader

Finance/Admin: Finance/Administration

R.U.L.: Resources Unit Leader

S.U.L. Situation Unit Leader

Supply & Demob. U.L. Supply & Demobilization Unit Leader
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3120 Roles and Responsibilities

3120.1

3120.2

Operations Section Chief

The Operations Section Chief is responsible for the management of all
operations directly applicable to the primary mission. The Operations
Chief activates and supervises elements in accordance with the Incident
Action Plan and directs its execution; activates and executes the Site
Safety Plan; directs the preparation of unit operational plans, requests or
releases resources, makes expedient changes to the Incident Action
Plans as necessary, and reports such to the Incident Commander. There
is only one Operations Section Chief for each operational period. That
person is normally (but not always) from the jurisdiction or agency which
has the greatest involvement either in terms of resources assigned or
area of concern.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120).
b. Develop operations portion of Incident Action Plan.

c. Brief and assign operations personnel in accordance with Incident
Action Plan.

d. Supervise the execution of the Incident Action Plan for Operations.

e. Request resources needed to implement the Operational tactics as
part of the Incident Action Plan development (ICS 215).

f. Ensure safe tactical operations.

g. Make or approve expedient changes to the Incident Action Plan
during the operational period as necessary.

h. Approve suggested list of resources to be released from assigned
status (not released from the incident).

i. Assemble and disassemble teams/task forces assigned to operations
section.

j- Report information about changes in the implementation of the IAP,
special activities, events, and occurrences to Incident Commander as
well as to Planning Section Chief

Staging Area Manager

Under the Operations Section Chief, the Staging Area Manager is
responsible for managing all activities within the designated staging
areas.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

b. Implement pertinent sections of the Incident Action Plan.
c. Establish and maintain boundaries of staging areas.

d. Post signs for identification and traffic control.
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e. Establish check-in function as appropriate.

f. Determine and request logistical support for personnel and or
equipment as needed.

g. Advise Operations Section Chief of all changing situation/conditions
on scene.

h. Respond to requests for resource assignments.

i. Respond to requests for information as required.
j. Demobilize or reposition staging areas as needed.
k. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

3120.3 Branch Director

The Branch Directors when activated, are under the direction of the
Operations Section Chief, and are responsible for the implementation of
the portion of the Incident Action Plan appropriate to the Branches.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

b. Develop alternatives with subordinates for Branch control operations.
c. Attend planning meetings at the request of the Operations Chief.
d

Review Division/Group Assignment Lists (ICS 204) for
Divisions/Groups within Branch.

e. Assign specific work tasks to Division/Group Supervisors.

f. Supervise Branch operations.

g. Resolve logistics problems reported by subordinates.

h. Report to Operations Chief when: Incident Action Plan is to be

modified; additional resources are needed; surplus resources are
available; hazardous situations or significant events occur.

i. Approve accident and medical reports (home agency forms)
originating within the Branch.

j.- Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

3120.4 Division/Group Supervisor

The Division and/or Group Supervisor reports to the Operations Section
Chief or Branch Director when activated. The supervisor is responsible
for the implementation of the assigned portion of the Incident Action Plan,
assignment of resources within the division/group, and reporting on
progress of control operations and status of resources within the
division/group.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Implement Incident Action Plan for division/group.

c. Provide available Incident Action Plan to team/task force leaders.
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3120.5

d. Identify geographic areas or functions assigned to the divisions and
groups.

e. Review division/group assignments and incident activities with
subordinates and assign tasks.

f. Ensure that Incident Communications and/or Resources Unit is
advised of all changes in status of resources assigned to the division
and or group.

g. Coordinate activities with other divisions.
h. Determine need for assistance on assigned tasks.

i. Submit situation and resources status information to Branch Director
or Operations Section Chief.

j.  Report special occurrences or events such as accidents or sickness
to the immediate supervisor.

k. Resolve logistics problems within the division/group.

I.  Participate in the development of Branch plans for the next
operational period.

m. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
Air Operations Branch/Director

If established separately at an incident, Air Operations will be activated at
the Branch level within the Operations Section. Usually this is done on
incidents, which may have complex needs for the use of aircraft in both
tactical and logistical operations.

The Air Operations Branch Director, who is ground based, is primarily
responsible for preparing the air operations portion of the Incident Action
Plan. The Incident Action Plan will reflect agency restrictions that have
an impact on the operational capability or utilization or resources such as
night flying or hours per pilot. After the Incident Action Plan is approved,
air operations is responsible for implementing its strategic aspects, those
that relate to the overall incident strategy as opposed to those that pertain
to tactical operations like specific target selection. Additionally, the Air
Operations Branch Director is responsible for providing logistical support
to helicopters operating on the incident. The Air Tactical Group
Supervisor working with ground and air resources normally performs
specific tactical activities including target selection, or suggested
modifications to specific tactical actions in the Incident Action Plan.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Organize preliminary air operations

Participate in planning meetings as required.

a
b
c. Request declaration or cancellation or restricted air space area.
d
e. Participate in preparation of the Incident Action Plan.

f.

Perform operational planning for air operations.
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3120.52

Prepare and provide Air Operations Summary Worksheet to the Air
Support Group and Fixed Wing Bases.

Determine coordination procedures for use by air organization with
ground Branches, Divisions, or Groups.

Coordinate with appropriate Operations Section personnel.

Supervise all air operations activities associated with the incident (ICS
220)

Establish procedures for emergency reassignment of aircraft.

Schedule approved flights of non-incident aircraft in the restricted air
space area.

. Inform the Air Tactical Group Supervisor or the air traffic situation

external to the incident.

Resolve conflicts concerning non-incident aircraft.

Coordinate with Federal Aviation Agency.

Update air operations plans.

Report to the Operations Section Chief on air operations activities.
Arrange for an accident investigation team when warranted.
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

Air Tactical Group/Supervisor

The Air Tactical Group Supervisor is primarily responsible for the
coordination and scheduling or aircraft operations intended to locate,
observe, track, survey, support dispersant applications, or other
deliverable response application techniques, or report on the incident
situation when fixed and/or rotary-wing aircraft are airborne at an
incident. The Air Tactical Group Supervisor performs these
coordination activities while airborne. The Air Tactical Group
Supervisor reports to the Air Operations Branch Director.

(&) Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120).

(b) Determine what aircraft (fixed wing and helicopters) are operating
within the area of assignments.

(c) Obtain briefing from the Air Operations Branch Director or
operations Section Chief.

(d) Manage air tactical activities based upon the Incident Action Plan.

(e) Establish and maintain communications with Air Operations, Fixed
Wing Aircraft and Helicopter Coordinators, Air Support Group
supervisor, and Fixed-Wing Bases.

(f) Coordinate approved flights on non-incident aircraft or non-tactical
flights in restricted air space area.

(g) Coordinate dispersant, in-situ burning, and bio-remediation
application through the Air Operations Branch Director.

(h) Obtain information about air traffic external to the incident.
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(i) Receive reports of non-incident aircraft violating restricted air
space area.

() Make tactical recommendations to approved ground contact
(Operations Section, Branch Director, or Division Supervisor)

(k) Inform the Air Operations Branch Director of tactical
recommendations affecting the air operations portion of the
Incident Action Plan.

(D Coordinate air surveillance mission scheduling and observer
assignments with the Situation Unit Leader.

(m) Identify remote sensing technology that may enhance surveillance
capabilities.

(n) Coordinate air surveillance observations and provide reports by
the most direct methods available.

(o) Report on air surveillance and operations activities to Air
Operations Branch Director.

(p) Coordinate application monitoring requirements with the
Helicopter and Fixed Wing Coordinators and the Situation Unit.

(q) Report on air application activities to the Air Operations Director.
() Report on incidents/accidents.
(s) Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

3120.52.1 Helicopter Coordination/Coordinator

The Air Tactical Group Supervisor is primarily responsible for
the coordination and scheduling of air craft operations
intended to locate, observe, track, survey, support dispersant
applications, other deliverable response application technique,
or report on the incident situation when fixed and or rotary-
wing aircraft are airborne at an incident. The Air Tactical
Group Supervisor performs these coordination activities while
airborne. The Air Tactical Group Supervisor reports to the Air
Operations Branch Director.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Determine what aircraft (fixed wing and helicopters) are
operating within the area of assignments.

Obtain briefing form the Air Operations Branch Director
or Operations Section Chief.

Manage air tactical activities based upon the Incident
Action Plan.

Establish and maintain communications with Air
Operations, Fixed Wing Aircraft and Helicopter
Coordinators, Air Support Group Supervisor, and
Fixed-Wing Bases.

Coordinate approved flights on non-incident aircraft or
non-tactical flights in restricted air space area.
Coordinate dispersant, in-situ burning, and bio-
remediation application through the Air Operations
Branch Director.
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3120.52.2

Obtain information about air traffic external to the
incident.

Receive reports of non-incident aircraft violating
restricted air space area.

Make tactical recommendations to approved ground
contact (Operations Section Chief, Branch Director, or
Division Supervisor).

Inform the Air Operations Branch Director to tactical
recommendations affecting the air operations portion of
the Incident Action Plan.

Coordinate air surveillance mission scheduling and
observer assignments with the Situation Unit Leader.
Identify remote sensing technology that may enhance
surveillance capabilities.

Coordinate air surveillance observations and provide
reports by the most direct method available.

Report on air surveillance and operations activities to
Air Operations Branch Director.

Coordinate application monitoring requirements with
the Helicopter and Fixed Wing Coordinators and the
Situation Unit.

Report on air application activities to the Air Operations
Director.

Reports on incidents/accidents.

Maintain unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Fixed Wing Coordination/Coordinator

The Fixed Wing Coordinator is primarily responsible for the
coordination of assigned airborne fixed-wing aircraft
operations at the incident. The Fixed Wing Coordinator is also
responsible for the scheduling of fixed wing operations
intended to locate, observe, track, survey, or report on the
incident situation. The Fixed Wing Coordinator coordinates the
application of dispersants, in-situ burning agents, and
bioremediation agents. The Fixed Wing Coordinator reports to
the Air Tactical Group Supervisor.

Review Common Responsibilities.

Determine type and quantity of aircraft operating within
the incident area.

Determine fixed-wing aircraft capabilities and
limitations.

Survey and report on potential problems within incident
assignment area.

Coordinate air traffic control procedures with pilots, Air
Operations, Air Tactical Group Supervisor, Helicopter
Coordinator, and Air Support Group. f. Coordinate the
use of communications frequencies for ground-to-air
and air-to-air communication with the Air Tactical
Group Supervisor and the Communications Unit.
Implement and monitor all air safety requirements and
procedures.
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3120.6

Supervise all fixed-wing aircraft activities; receive
assignments, brief pilots, assign missions, and report
on mission completion; reassign as directed.
Coordinate activities as appropriate with Air Tactical
Group Supervisor, Helicopter Coordinator, and ground
operations personnel.

Immediately report accidents or incidents to the Air
Tactical Group Supervisor and the Air Operations
Branch Director.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

Air Support/Tactical Group/Supervisor

The Air Support Group Supervisor is primarily responsible for supporting
and managing helibase and helispot operations, and maintaining liaison
with fixed-wing air bases. This includes providing: 1) fuel and other
supplies, 2) maintenance and repair of helicopters, 3) keeping records of
helicopter activity, and 4) providing enforcement of safety regulations.
These major functions are performed at helibases and helispots.
Helicopters during landing and takeoff and while on the ground are under
the control of the air support group's Helibase or Helispot managers. The
Air Support Group Supervisor reports to the Air Operations Branch
Director.

a. Review Common Responsibilities.

b. Obtain copy of the Incident Action Plan from the Air Operations
Branch Director, including the Air Operations Summary Worksheet.

Participate in Air Operations Branch Director planning activities.
Inform Air Operations Branch Director of group activities.

Identify resources/supplies dispatched for air support group.

=~ ® 2 o

Request special air support items from appropriate sources through
logistics section.

g. lIdentify helibase and helispot locations from the Incident Action Plan
or from the Air Operations Branch Director.

h. Determine need for assignment of personnel and equipment at each
helibase or helispot.

i. Coordinate special request for air logistics.
j-  Maintain coordination with air bases supporting the incident.
k. Coordinate activities with Air Operations Branch Director.

I.  Obtain assigned ground to air frequency for Helibase operations from
Communication Unit Leader or Communications Plan.

m. Inform Air Operations Branch Director of capability to provide night
flying service.

n. Ensure compliance with each agency's operations checklist for day
and night operations.
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0. Ensure dust abatement procedures are implemented at Helibase and
Helispots.

Provide crash-rescue service for helibases and helispots.

Ensure that Air Traffic Control procedures are established between
Helibase and Helispots and the Air Tactical Group Supervisor,
Helicopter Coordinator or Air Tanker/Fixed Wing Coordinator.

r. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

3120.62 Helibase Manager

3120.7

() Review Common Responsibilities.

(u) Obtain Incident Action Plan including Air Operations Summary
Worksheet (ICS Form 220).

(v) Participate in Air Support Group planning activities.

(w) Inform Air Support Supervisor of helibase activities.

(X) Report to assigned helibase. Brief pilots and assigned personnel.
(y) Manage resources/supplies dispatched to helibase.

(z) Ensure helibase is posted and cordoned.

(aa) Coordinate helibase Air Traffic control with pilots, Air
Support Group Supervisor, Air Tactical Group Supervisor,
Helicopter Coordinator and the Takeoff and Landing Controller.

(bb) Manage chemical countermeasure loading operations.

(cc) Ensure helicopter fueling, maintenance and repair services
are provided.

Recovery and Protection Branch/Director

The Recovery and Protection Branch Director is responsible for
overseeing and implementing the protection, containment and cleanup
activities established in the Incident Action Plan. The Recovery and
Protection Branch Director reports to the Operations Section Chief.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

b. Participate in planning meetings as required.

c. Develop operations portions of Incident Action Plan.
d

Brief and assign operations personnel in accordance with Incident
Action Plan.

e. Supervise operations.

f. Determine resource needs.

g. Review recommendations and initiate release of resources.

h. Report information about special activities, events, and occurrences to

Operations Section Chief.
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
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3120.8 Protection Group Supervisor

Under the Recovery and Protection Branch Director, the Protection Group
Supervisor is responsible for the deployment of containment, diversion,
and absorbing boom in designated locations. Depending on the Size of
the incident, the Protection Group may be further divided into teams, task
forces and single resources.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Implement Protection Strategies in Incident Action Plan.
Direct, coordinate and assess effectiveness of protective actions.

b

c

d. Modify protective actions as needed.

e. Brief the Recovery and Protection Branch Director on activities.
f

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

3120.9 On Water Recovery Group

Under the Recovery and Protection Branch Director, the On Water
Recovery. Supervisor is responsible for managing on water recovery
operations in compliance with the Incident Action Plan. The Group may
be further divided into teams, task forces and single resources.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Implement protection Strategies in Incident Action Plan.

c. Direct, coordinate and assess effectiveness of on water recovery
actions.

d. Modify protective actions as needed.
e. Brief the Recovery and Protection Branch Director on activities.
f. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).

3120.10 Shore Side Recovery Group Supervisor

Under the Recovery and Protection Branch Director, the Shore side
Recovery Group Supervisor is responsible for managing shore side
cleanup operations in compliance with the Incident Action Plan. The
group may be further divided into Strike Teams, Task Forces and single
resources.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Implement Recovery Strategies in Incident Action Plan.

c. Direct, coordinate and assess effectiveness of shoreside recovery
actions.

d. Modify protective actions as needed.
e. Brief the Recovery and Protection Branch Director on activities.
f. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).
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3120.11

3120.12

3120.13

Disposal Group Supervisor

Under the Recovery and Protection Branch Director, The Supervisor of
the Disposal Group Supervisor is responsible for coordinating the on site
activities of personnel engaged in collecting, storing, transporting, and
disposing of waste materials. Depending on the size and location of the
spill, the disposal groups may be further divided into teams, task forces,
and single resources.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Implement disposal portion of Incident Action Plan.

a
b
c. Ensure compliance with all hazardous waste laws and regulations.
d. Maintain accurate records or recovered material.

e. Brief Recovery and Protection Branch Director on activities.

f.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Decon Group Supervisor

The Decon Group Supervisor Review Common Responsibilities (Section
2120)

a. Implement Decontamination Plan.
Determine resource needs.
Direct and coordinate decontamination activities.

b

c

d. Brief Site Safety Officer on conditions.

e. Brief Recovery and Protection Branch Director on activities.
f

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Emergency Response Branch Director

The Emergency Response Branch Director is primarily responsible for
overseeing and implementing emergency measures to protect life,
mitigate further damage to the environment, and stabilize the situation.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Participate in planning meetings as required.

a
b
c. Develop operations portion of Incident Action Plan.
d. Supervise operations

e. Determine need and request additional resources.
f.

Review suggested list of resources to be released and initiate
recommendation for release of resources.

g. Report information about special activities, events, and occurrences to

Incident Commander.
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h. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

3120.14 SAR Group Supervisor

Under the direction of the Emergency Response Branch Director, the SAR
Group Supervisor is responsible for prioritization and coordination of all Search
and Rescue missions directly related to a specific incident.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Prioritize Search and Rescue missions

Determine resource needs.

Direct and coordinate Search and Rescue missions.
Manage dedicated Search and Rescue resources.

Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities.

3120.14 Salvage Group
Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Coordinate development of Salvage Plan

a
b
c. Determine resource needs.
d. Direct and coordinate implementation of the Salvage Plan.
e. Manage dedicated salvage resources
f. Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities.
g. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

3120.15 Fire Suppression Group/Supervisor

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Prioritize response to fires related to the incident

a
b
c. Determine resource needs.
d. Direct and coordinate fire fighting mission.
e. Mange dedicated firefighting resources.
f. Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities.
g. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
3120.16 Hazardous Material Group

The HAZMAT Group Supervisor is responsible for coordinating and
directing all hazardous materials activities related to the incident.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

b. Prioritize HAZMAT responses related to the incident.
c. Determine resource needs.

d. Direct and coordinate HAZMAT responses.

e. Manage dedicated HAZMAT group resources.
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3120.17

3120.18

3120.19

f.

g.

Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities.
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Emergency Medical Services Group/Supervisor

Under the direction of the Emergency Response Branch Director, the
Medical (EMS) Group Supervisor responsible for coordinating and
directing all emergency medical services related to the incident.

a.
b
c.
d.
e
f

g.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Prioritize EMS responses related to the incident.
Determine resource requirements.

Direct and coordinate EMS responses.

Manage dedicated EMS resources.

Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Law Enforcement Group/Supervisor

a.
b.

c
d.
e

f.

g.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Determine resource needs.

Direct and coordinate law enforcement response.
Manage dedicated law enforcement resources

Manage public protection action e.g. evacuations, beach closures,
etc.

Brief Emergency Response Branch Director on activities.
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Wildlife Branch/Director

The Wildlife Branch Director is responsible for minimizing wildlife losses
during spill responses; coordinating early aerial and ground
reconnaissance of the wildlife at the spill site and reporting results to the
Situation Unit Leader; employing wildlife hazing measures as authorized
in the Incident Action Plan; and recovering and rehabilitating impacted
wildlife. A central wildlife processing center should be identified and
maintained for; evidence tagging, transportation, veterinary services,
treatment and rehabilitation storage and other support needs. The
activities of private wildlife care groups, including those employed by the
responsible party, will be overseen and coordinated by the Wildlife
Branch Director.

a.

b
C.
d

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Develop Wildlife Branch portion of the Incident Action Plan.
Supervise Wildlife branch operations.

Determine resource needs.
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3120.20

3120.21

e. Review suggested list of resources to be released and initiate
recommendation for release of resources.

f. Assemble and disassemble teams/task forces assigned to the Wildlife
Branch.

g. Report information about special activities, events, and occurrences to
Operations Section Chief.

h. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).
Wildlife Recovery Group/Supervisor

Under the direction of the Wildlife Branch Director, the Wildlife Recovery
Group Supervisor is responsible for coordinating the search for collection
and field tagging of dead and live impacted wildlife and transporting them
to processing center(s). This group should coordinate with Planning
(Situation Unit) in conducting aerial and group surveys of wildlife
population in the vicinity of the spill. They should also deploy acoustic
and visual wildlife hazing equipment as needed.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120).
b. Determine resource needs.

c. Establish and implement protocols for collection and logging of
impacted wildlife.

d. Coordinate transportation of wildlife to processing station(s).
e. Brief the Wildlife Branch Director on activities.

f. Maintain Unit/activity Log (ICS 214)

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

Under the direction of the Wildlife Branch Director, the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center is responsible for receiving oiled wildlife at
processing center, recording essential information, collecting necessary
samples, and conducting training, stabilization, treatment, transport and
rehabilitation for oiled wildlife. The center is responsible for assuring
appropriate transportation to appropriate treatment centers for oiled
animals requiring extended care and treatment.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

b. Determine resource needs and establish processing station for
impacted wildlife.

Process impacted wildlife and maintain logs.

d. Collect numbers/types/status of impacted wildlife and brief the Wildlife
Branch Operations director.

e. Coordinate transport of wildlife to other facility.

o

Coordinate release of recovered wildlife.

Implement demobilization plan.

=2 Q@

Brief the Wildlife Branch Director on activities.
Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
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3200 Emergency Notification

3210

Initial Awareness, Assessment and Notification Sequence

This section contains discussions and procedures that are primarily CG-oriented.
It should be used as a guide to understand required CG operations and actions.
References will be made to various “phases.” These phases, as found in the
NCP, are listed below:

Phase | --- Discovery and Notification

Phase Il—Preliminary Assessment and Initiation Of Action
Phase Il - Containment, Countermeasures, Cleanup, & Disposal
Phase IV—Documentation and Cost Recovery

A substantial spill of oil usually has a responsible party (RP) who is aware that
the discharge has occurred (as in the case of a vessel grounding or collision, or a
tank or pipeline rupture at a facility, for example). The party responsible for a
discharge of oil into the navigable waters of the United States is required by
Federal law (40 CFR Part 302) to immediately report the discharge to the Coast
Guard; and if the discharge occurs within the waters of the state of Louisiana, by
the state law to report it to the state. Responsible parties meet their requirement
under federal law by reporting the spill to the National Response Center or to the
local Coast Guard Marine Safety Office. State law requires the report to be
made to the Office of Emergency Services. However, persons other than the
responsible party often make reports of oil spills (usually smaller ones) directly to
the local Coast Guard MSO or to the NRC. The diagram below depicts the ways
that the initial notification of an oil spill can be received, and the notification
protocol that exists among the federal and state principals.

NRC USCG 1-800-424-8802

If possible: Local USCG Marine Safety Office
Morgan City (985) 380-5322

MSU Houma (985) 857-8507

New Orleans (504) 589-6196

Information to be collected and passed as part of the notification procedure is
listed on the Incident Information Form. The minimum information required to be
passed in indicated by an asterisk (*) on the form. The form designates
responsibility and ensures accountability for the notification of other federal and
state agencies and nonprofit/public interest groups. The intent is to show the
chain of responsibility for notifications, rather than a specific notification check off
list intended for use by all parties. No attempt has been made to represent the
complete notification lists used by state and local government emergency
contacts.
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3210.1

Initial Assessment Check-off List

Task Coordinator: During normal working hours, this will usually be
accomplished by the MSO'’s Chief, Marine Environmental Prevention
Division. After hours, it shall be the designated PODO. A preliminary
assessment shall be conducted to determine:

a. The magnitude and severity of the discharge.

b. The identity of the RP (or parties) or suspected polluters.

c. The threat to the public health and welfare and the environment.
d

The feasibility of containment and/or cleanup, or other appropriate
countermeasures.

e. If jurisdictional authority exists for the Coast Guard to pursue pollution
countermeasures, taking into consideration:

f. The location of the discharge in relation to the boundaries of the OSC
zone.

g. A violation of the FWPCA or OPA90 did in fact occur. The criteria for
this is: there was a discharge or substantial threat of a discharge of oil
or designated HAZMAT into the navigable waters of the U.S. adjoining
shorelines, or into or upon the waters of the contiguous zone, or in
connection with activities under the OCSLA or the Deepwater Port
Act.

h. “Navigable water” may be defined as waters of the U.S. including
waters traditionally recognized as navigable, along with streams,
creeks, lakes, and ponds which form their tributaries. Navigable
waters includes territorial seas, internal waters of the U.S. that are
subject to tidal influence, and internal waters not subject to tidal
influence that are or have been susceptible for use, by themselves, or
in connection with other waters, as highways for substantial interstate
or foreign commerce. Storm drains and other artificial systems are
extensions of waterways when an effluent flow could flow through
them into the tributary system without passing through a treatment
plant. A channel or bed may be considered navigable even without
the actual presence of water if the potential exists in the near future
for water to enter due to tidal fluctuations, seasonal flooding, or other
occurrences.

i. Preliminary assessment shall be conducted using available
information, supplemented when necessary and possible, by on-
scene inspections. On-scene assessments may not be necessary if
sufficient information can be obtained from witnesses at the scene of
the discharge, or from the RP, or it is obvious from the size of the
discharge or the circumstances that no threat exists to the public
health or welfare or the environment. The following resources may be
utilized when conducting the preliminary assessment:

j.-  Interview RP, witnesses, and other local, State, or Federal agencies
at the scene. This interview may be conducted in person, by
telephone, two-way radio, or other means.
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k. On-scene assessment by the OSC representative(s). Consideration
shall be given to safety concerns when exposing personnel to
potentially hazardous conditions such as atmospheres containing high
benzene vapor concentrations. Consult the Unit Safety Manual for
further guidance.

I.  Overflight by CG, commercial, or private aircraft. Discharges which
cover an unusually large area, are located in remote areas or
offshore, or are located near the boundaries of the zone may be
assessed quicker and more effectively by this method. A high volume
of commercial helicopter traffic is found in the COTP Morgan City
zone. Valuable information may be obtained by aerial observations
from these aircraft. A request for a CG overflight shall initially be
made by telephone to the CCGD8(cc). This verbal request shall be
followed by message.

3210.2 Initial Action Check-off List

Feasibility of Removal Operations: Preliminary assessment shall include
a determination of the feasibility of removal operations. The OSC or their
representative shall use their experience and judgment to evaluate the
ability of a discharge to be contained and/or removed. Consideration
shall be given to:

a. Will removal actions cause more damage to the environment than
allowing the pollutant to naturally dissipate?

b. Can containment or cleanup be initiated before the pollutant
disperses, making containment or cleanup impractical?

c. Can equipment be deployed without excessive risk to the life and
health of personnel, or cause excessive environmental or private
property damage?

d. Is the cost of cleanup excessive versus the negligible environmental
impact to remote, environmentally non-sensitive areas?

e. Does the quantity of pollutant justify removal?

3210.3 Notification Check-off list TBD
3220 Notification Table
3220.1 Response Operations
a. Mobilize pollution response team (if necessary)

b. Public Affairs Officer - Prepare press statement to read along these
lines “Yes we have received a report of a spill and are in the process
of investigating. A formal press release will be prepared as soon as
more information is received.” It is critical to give accurate information
to the press as quickly as possible. If no information is available, say
s0, but ensure that the press is given the information as soon as it is
available.
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c. Assess personnel safety - Determine personnel safety equipment
needed based on potential and existing exposure:
1. Existing injuries
2. Exposure potential
3. Fire/explosion potential
4. Toxic gases
5. Personal protective clothing/equipment
6. Use unit Safety Occupational and Health Officer
7. Develop Site safety plan
8. OSHA training requirements
9. Identify nearby medical services
d. Evaluate severity of incident:

10. Conduct overflights (photos, video)

11. Classify the type and size of spill

12. Expected duration of spill

13. Acquire samples

14. Chemical/physical properties of material
15. Weather (12, 24, 48, 72 hour forecasts)
16. Oil movement or projected movement
17. Immediate HHS and environmental concerns
18. Extent of contamination

19. Property damage thus far?

20. News coverage thus far?

21. Assess fire/explosion hazard

22. Determine threat to public health

23. Secure or isolate the source

24. Stabilize the vessel/facility/pipeline

25. Extinguish fires

26. Securelisolate the source

27. Define nature of incident; determine:

(1) RP;

(2) environmental impact;

(3) status of spill;

(4) movement of spilled product.
e. Determine environmental resources/vulnerable areas at risk.

f. Evaluate severity of incident and the need for additional resources:

28. Initial assessment of incident severity
29. Estimate duration of spill response efforts
g. Issue (as applicable)

30. NOFI
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h.

31. LOD of Source
32. Directive/Administrative Order
Activate initial spill assessment organization

33. Federal (FOSC Pollution Response Team)
34. State

35. Local

Initiate response strategy

36. Identify sensitive areas.

37. Confirm protection priorities. (local, State, Natural Resource
Trustees)

38. ldentify countermeasures to prevent shoreline impacts and protect
sensitive areas.

39. Determine feasibility of using dispersants, in-situ burning,
bioremediation, or other technologies.

40. Select initial strategy and appropriate response.

These actions shall normally be undertaken by the RP, but may be
initiated by the FOSC if the source of the spill or the RP has not yet been
identified. Every reasonable effort shall be made to persuade RP’s to
initiate these actions, emphasizing their liability for Federal government
actions if the FOSC determines that actions taken by a particular RP are
not sufficient or not performed in a timely manner.

3220.2 Extended Period Operations:

3220.21

3220.22

Command Post

Typically, response efforts are coordinated through the MSO Morgan
City OPCEN, staffed 24 hours. Response teams report onscene
conditions and activities to the OPCEN. If a spill continues for several
days and additional personnel become involved, a command post
may be established to monitor cleanup efforts and to document
personnel and equipment costs. The command post will be staffed by
an FOSC representative and other unit personnel as necessary for
cost accounting and crew relief. The command post may be
established at MSO Morgan City or at the scene of the spill. The
command post also serves as the connect point between the CG,
state and other federal agencies. The command post at a remote
location may also serve as an equipment staging area. Command
posts are generally established ONLY for larger spills.

Supervision & Direction

The FOSC representative shall supervise all operations. This means
having at least one properly trained CG member on scene at all times
during any actions taken by the removal contractor. This is to ensure
the appropriateness of the actions taken. Supervisory functions shall
include:

(a) Ensuring the FOSC'’s instructions and priorities are carried out,
and recommended changes are forwarded to the FOSC.
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3220.23
3220.24

3220.25

(b) Completing all documentation per instructions contained in the
CCGD8 SOP. Maintaining daily records of activities and
expenditures by other federal, state, or local agencies whose
costs may be reimbursed with federal pollution funds.

(c) Advising the contractor’s foreman of unsafe, unauthorized, or
unsatisfactory operations. All procedures, equipment, and
products used by a Federal contractor must comply with OSHA
guidelines, and the CG is responsible for following the
requirements of the Federal Hazard Communication Plan in
relation to dangers that may be encountered during contractor
activities.

(d) POLREPS shall be submitted in the same manner as those for
FWPCA incidents, except that the subject line, for OCS incidents,
shall include the term “OCS OIL".

Documentation/ldentification of RP
Actions Required When the RP Is Identified

Issue RP’s a NOFI, informing them of a potential violation of the
FWPCA and of their potential liability for any cost incurred by the
federal government resulting from the actions taken to mitigate the
effects of a discharge. The NOFI shall be served to all potential RP’s
by an officer or petty officer, acting on behalf of the FOSC, who is
qualified for pollution response duties. It should normally be witnessed
by a second CG member. The circumstances and content of the
NOFI should be explained to the person being served before they are
asked to sign the notice. The FOSC representative shall ask the
recipients to date and sign with their title or company position. The
FOSC shall likewise date and sign the NOFI, giving the person the
original and retaining the copy for the CG pollution case
documentation. If the person being served refuses to sign the NOFI,
the circumstances will be noted on the NOFI, the FOSC
representative and witness shall date and sign the notice, then the
notice will be served. If the owner or operator or their representative
is unavailable, or the pollution incident is not being investigated on
scene, the NOFI may be sent certified mail, return receipt requested.
The owner or operator, or their representative, shall be notified by
telephone that the NOFI is being mailed.

Evidence of Pollution/HAZMAT incident
Elements of a Violation:

(e) The five (5) elements necessary to prove a violation of the
FWPCA are as follows:

1. There was a discharge of oil or HAZMAT

2. Into or upon the navigable waters of the U.S. adjoining
shorelines, or waters of the contiguous zone, or waters of the
high seas seaward to a distance of 200 miles in connection with
activities conducted under the OCSLA, Deepwater Ports Act, or
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the Magnuson Fisheries Conservation Act.

3. In a harmful quantity, defined as: For oil: Causes a visible film,
sheen or discoloration in or upon the surface of the water or
adjoining shorelines, or; causes a sludge or emulsion to be
deposited beneath the surface of the water or onto adjoining
shorelines, for other hazardous substances: Exceeds reportable
quantity as listed in 40 CFR 117.

4. That the discharge was from a vessel or an onshore or
offshore facility.

5. That the owner or operator of the vessel or facility at the time
of the discharge (against whom penalty action may be taken)
was identified.

() The PI should gather as much evidence to support a violation

report. This will include but is not limited to witness statements,
photographs, video recordings, and samples.

(g9) The following steps should normally be taken to establish the

elements of the pollution violation:

(h) Witness Statements - Interview all persons involved, including:

(i)

1. The owner or operator of the facility to determine
circumstances which caused the incident, and actions being
taken, or planned, to mitigate effects of the discharge and
prevent reoccurrence.

The Master or PIC of the vessel.

Persons involved with the actual discharge, such as
tankerman, Chief Mate or Engineer, or workers who may have
operated equipment that controls cargo pumping or transfer
operations.

4. Witnesses that may be able to provide additional information
regarding the circumstances of the discharge or can
substantiate or contradict another person’s story.

5. Other federal, state, or local government officials that may be
conducting similar investigations in the same incident.

6. Any other person who may have specific knowledge of this
incident, or may be able to establish history of procedures
associated with the operation of the facility or vessel.

Obtain written statements from as many people above as
necessary to provide written documentation of the elements of
violation. In some cases it may only be necessary to obtain one
statement from the PIC or RP to provide all necessary facts, and
in other instances many statements may be necessary to obtain
the complete story. Generally all persons who witnessed the
incident may provide valuable statements, but those statements
which only duplicate information in another statement need not be
included in the pollution case.
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() Statements from Civilian Personnel: The PI must provide a
Privacy Act Statement. This statement explains the Federal
government’s right to obtain personal information, and its intended
use. Itis not mandatory that personal information is provided by a
person being interviewed, nor are they required to provide a
written statement.

(k) Non-English Speaking/Fluent: Occasionally, a withness may not
read, speak, or write fluent English. In these instances it is
acceptable to take an oral statement, in the presence of a witness
or translator. The person giving the statement must be given the
opportunity to review the statement for accuracy and be allowed to
make any corrections they feel are needed. The statement should
be signed by the person giving the statement, the investigator,
and the witness, and should reflect that the statement was taken
orally, with the witness’ consent.

() Witnesses Who Refuse to Make Written/Oral Statements:

1. Some may do so if they fear reprisals by their employer.
These persons should be informed that their right to disclose
information regarding a pollution incident is protected by 33
USC 1367, and that they have the right to apply to the
Secretary of Labor for investigation of unfair practices by an
employer against an employee. This in no way guarantees
impunity, and the CG cannot make any guarantees of their
right to bring claim against employers who discriminate due to
disclosure of information.

2. Much valuable information may be obtained from witnesses
even though they are unwilling to make written or oral
statements. Though information, which is voluntarily disclosed
to an investigator but not documented, does not hold as much
credibility as other evidence, the hearsay evidence may be
used to substantiate other facts of the incident. The Pl may
have the second member of the investigation team act as a
witness, making a written statement to be submitted with the
case documentation.

(m) Statements of the PI: Members of a pollution response team,
other than the investigator, may make written statements
regarding their observations or actions during the investigation.
It's not necessary for the Pl to make a written statement as that
person’s statement is contained in the narrative summary of the
pollution case.

(n) Photographs - One type of evidence that can be of great value
during a pollution investigation is documentation by photography.
Photographs should be taken from several views:

1. Showing the point of discharge.

2. Showing the complete route of pollutant from point of
discharge to the water.

3. Showing the extent of environmental or economic impact of
the pollutant. Several angles may be shown, both up close to
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indicate the thickness, color, and composition of the pollutant,
and an overall view showing the total area affected.

4. Showing an overall view of the area to establish a
geographical reference.

5. Showing identifying markings, such as names of vessels or
facilities.

(o) Oil Samples - Acquiring oil samples is the most frequently used
method of obtaining physical evidence during investigations of
pollution violation incidents.

1. As a minimum, three samples should be taken for each
incident from:

(A) the spill itself;
(B) all suspected sources, and;
(C) a clean water sample taken upstream from the spill site.

Samples will be submitted to Central Oil Identification Laboratory (COIL) for a
complete analysis.

(p) MSO Morgan City response teams consist of a minimum of two (2)
personnel. These personnel are a trained Pl and a pollution
witness. Additional personnel may respond for training.

3220.26 Response Strategy
(q) Determine response level needed for incident:
(Use scenarios as general guide)
1. Most probable discharge
2. Maximum most probable discharge
3. Worst case discharge

(r) Evaluate special circumstances (if any):
1. Fire/explosion

2. Vessel grounding
3. Lightering operations
4. Salvage operations

(s) Implement support infrastructure: Determine response structure
that will be used, and from there determine level of support
needed to fill positions in the structure

Command post

Joint Information Center
Comms center

Electrical service

Public affairs/media relations

L S

Telephone service (includes telefax, cellular phones, etc.)
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Sewage/wastewater
Parking

Security

Helicopter landing pad
Communications

Office facilities and supplies
Copier/telefax
Documentation forms

Case logbooks

Status boards
Charts/maps/reference publications
Briefing area

Resource Mobilization:

(t) Personnel: Determine personnel needed for response, and
identify source of personnel. Ensure personnel are properly
trained, and health and safety issues are addressed.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

Special Teams
Reserve augmentation
Support

Augmentation

Volunteers

(u) Equipment:

1.
2.
3.

Type of equipment needed
Quantity
Location - staging area

(v) Logistics:
To Support Personnel:

1.

a rc w DN

Food

Lodging
Additional clothing
Transportation

Personnel needs (boots, gloves, hardhats overalls, raingear,
coats, etc.)

To Support Response:

1.

Adequate communications
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2. Command post - Establish command post in location to
support response. Command post must be adequate in size
to support the anticipated number of personnel.

Staging Areas
Air support (overflights)
CG and Auxiliary

o g b~ w

Other agencies
7. Private sources

(w) Environmental & Economic Impacts:
1. Water intakes

(D) Drinking water
(E) Industrial
2. Transportation of fresh water supply

3. Fish, wildlife and habitat protection and mitigation of damage
4. Ensure coordination with NRDA personnel

(x) Funding and Cost Documentation Mechanisms:
1. FOSC access to the Fund

2. State access to the fund
3. Vendors - BOA policy

(y) Incident-Specific Response Organization and Strategy:
1. Strategic and tactical planning are ongoing processes.

Plan for use of multiple response techniques, as appropriate.

Revise response strategy, as necessary.

P W

SONS Mobilization (different levels of a tiered response
organization)

Determine personnel needs and training requirements.
Designate personnel/select BOA contractor.
Use of MOU/MOASs (Navy, GSA, etc.) for resources.

Assign tasks and responsibilities to resources.

© © N o v

Are local capabilities exceeded?

10. Organizational diagram

11. Establish means of communications
12. Choose location of command post

(2) Identify Response/Protection Priorities:
1. Protect human life and health

2. Minimize ecological impacts

3. Minimize societal and economic impacts
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Natural collection areas, boom sites
Containment, response and removal techniques

Shoreline cleanup techniques/strategies

N o g &

Pre-approved use of dispersants

3220.3 Containment And Cleanup

Pollution Countermeasures shall be taken as soon as possible after the
discovery or notification of a discharge.

These actions include, but are not limited to:
a. Containing/monitoring the pollutant movements.

Warning the public of acute danger (if necessary).

b
c. Providing temporary drinking water sources.
d. Removal/cleanup/disposal measures.

e

Broadcasting cautionary notices to marine traffic while response
activities are being conducted.

f. Responding to the scene, as required, to locate and isolate spill
sources or to identify the properties of the discharged pollutants.

These actions shall normally be undertaken by the RP, but may be
initiated by the OSC if the source of the spill or the RP has not yet been
identified. Every reasonable effort shall be made to persuade the RP to
initiate these actions, emphasizing their liability for Federal government
actions if the OSC determines that actions taken by the RP are not
sufficient or performed in a timely manner.

3220.32 Protection

Containment should begin immediately upon the spill’s detection.
Rapid and effective response is necessary to limit the spread of the
spilled material and/or to reduce or eliminate damage to the
environment. The protection procedures depend upon the location(s)
and the circumstances of the spill, its potential movement, and the
area(s) to be protected.

3220.33 Notification Check-off List
Discharge of oil may be discovered through:

(aa) A report submitted by the vessel or facility PIC of the IAW
statutory requirements;

(bb) Deliberate search by patrols; or

(cc) Random or incidental observation by government agencies
or the public.
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3220.34

3220.35

Report of Spill

All reports of discharges should be made directly to the NRC at 1-800-
424-8802. The NRC will, in turn, relay pollution reports to the
applicable pre-designated On-scene Coordinator. If reporting to the
NRC is not practicable, reports may be made to the USCG or EPA
pre-designated OSC for the geographical area where the discharge
occurs. Ifitis not possible to notify the NRC or pre-designated OSC
immediately, reports may be made to the nearest CG unit, provided
that the discharger notifies the NRC as soon as possible.

MSO POC

MSO Morgan City Operations Center (OPCEN) serves as the POC for
all incoming oil pollution reports within the COTP Morgan City zone.
The OPCEN watchstander will receive reports from the NRC, RPs,
other government and local agencies, and concerned citizens.

The watchstander will perform the following actions:

(dd) Receive pollution report, filling out the appropriate pollution
report form. They shall insure all information is entered legibly and
accurately. The reporting party should be asked to spell words,
names, or phrases, which are unclear, particularly names of products
or trade names, unfamiliar locations or waterways, and uncommon
names of people. As much information as possible must be obtained.
The pollution report should contain the following information (as
applicable):

1. Date/time of report

Name of person receiving report
Name/address/telephone number of person reporting
Name/address/telephone number of responsible party

Date/time spill occurred

o gk wD

Substance discharged - if possible obtain exact name as
shown in CHRIS, Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS), or
shipping papers, UN #, etc. Avoid nicknames or industry trade
names if possible.

Size, appearance, speed and direction of slick
Source or possible source(s) and cause of discharge
Quantity discharged, or estimate, and how determined

10. Location of discharge (river mile, LAT/LONG, offshore block
number, location of facility, etc.) Ensure discharge is located
within the -OTP Morgan City zone.

11. On-scene weather conditions
12. If discharge was from a vessel:

(F) Name of vessel
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13.

14,
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

(G) Official number or State registration
(H) Name of Captain, tankerman, or person in charge

() Vessel particulars (length, gross tonnage, etc.) Vessel's
current location and route

Name and phone number of contact (if different than reporting
party)

Names of other agencies that reporting party has notified
NRC case number (if relayed by NRC)

Threat to public health and welfare, and environment
Immediately notify PODO.

For discharges or releases, which threaten to contaminate
public drinking water supplies, notify the appropriate water
intake plant.

Carry out instructions of the PODO, to include making
notifications to other government or local agencies as
applicable, and notifying Port Operations watchstanders when
appropriate. Notifications shall be made according to the
following guidelines:

(A) NRC - Discharges or releases reported by RPs who have
no means to make notification to the NRC in a timely
manner. This report may be relayed by telephone or
message.

(B) EPA - Discharges or releases which impact or are
anticipated to impact the Federal Inland zone; or
discharges or releases which have occurred within the
EPA zone and actions pursuant to First Federal Official
On-scene are being conducted by COTP Morgan City.

(C) LOSCO - State Oil Spill Coordinator, who will in-turn
contact:

(D) LA DEQ - Discharges which have impacted or threaten to
impact LA State lands or natural resources, and; all
releases, regardless of size, which occur in, or threaten to
impact the MSO Morgan City zone.

(E) LADW&F - Any discharge or release which has impacted,
or is anticipated to adversely impact: natural resources,
wildlife or aquatic habitats, or endangered species.

(F) MMS - Any discharge or release which occurs outside of
the contiguous zone (3 miles offshore or 3 miles past the
Line of Demarcation) from an unknown source or from a
production platform or drilling rig.

(G) Local Fire/Police/Emergency Response Agencies - Any
discharge which has significant impact on areas within
their jurisdiction, or if their assistance is required, and all
releases of HAZMAT. The POC shall be the Parish Sheriff
for the affected area.
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(H) USFWS — Discharges or releases which threaten or impact
migratory birds, coastal or inland interjurisdictional fisheries
threatened or endangered species, or National Wildlife
Refuges.

() Other FOSCs - For discharges or releases originating
within the COTP Morgan City zone that impact or threaten
to impact areas within their responsibility, or if their
assistance is required during significant pollution incidents.

Telephone numbers for these and other agencies are contained in this
Plan.

3220.36  State Notification Procedures and Reporting Requirements

Emergency Conditions:

In 1991 with the creation of the Louisiana Oil Spill Prevention and Response
Act (LA.R.S. 30:2451 et seq.) came the requirement that the state setup a one
call notification 24-hour HOTLINE number (LA.R.S. 30:2463) for all Qil
and hazardous materials incidents occurring within the state. Notification of
the one call state notification system for emergency releases shall satisfy all
emergency reporting obligations of the person making the notification,
including all emergency reporting obligations of such person to the Louisiana
Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office, Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quiality, other state agencies, and local response agencies (LA.R.S. 30:2366).
The hazardous materials HOTLINE (877) 925-6595 is staffed 24-hours a
day 7 days a week by the Louisiana State Police Right-to-Know Unit. Any
person or parties, both permitted or unpermitted, licensed or unlicensed, who
have responsibility for facilities, vessels, transport vehicles, or sites from
which an unauthorized gaseous, liquid, semisolid, or solid discharge of a
hazardous material may be released on or into the air, water, or land
environment within the boundaries of the state of Louisiana must contact the
HOTLINE immediately (within 1 hour of the incident) to report any spillage
which causes an emergency condition. (An emergency condition is any
condition, which can reasonably be expected to endanger the health and
safety of the public, cause significant adverse impact to the land, water, or air
environment, or cause severe damage to property.) In the event of an
emergency condition notification must be made to the hotline regardless
of the amount of the discharge (LAC 33:1.3915). The hotline must also be
immediately notified of any adverse change in the nature or rate of the
discharge. Failure to report an incident constitutes a violation of the
Louisiana Environmental Quality Act (LA.R.S. 30:2001 et seq.). Each day
of failure to give the required notification shall constitute a separate violation
(LAC 33:1.3909).

3300 Tactical Response Priorities
"Refer to Section 4300"

Response Priorities
12. Protect human life and health

13. Minimize ecological impacts
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14. Minimize economic and public impacts

Determination of protection priorities

Determination of appropriate countermeasures

Determination of natural collection areas and boom sites throughout the area
Determination of containment techniques

Determination of removal techniques

Determination of shoreline cleanup technigues/strategies

While each response is incident specific, the strategy remains constant. The first
priority is to protect human life and health, including the public, cleanup personnel,
and CG personnel before, during, and after operations. Also vitally important is the
protection of the environment by minimizing ecological, economic, and public
impacts. Implementing and following logical and practical operations does this.

3310

3320

General Hierarchy of Tactical Operational Priorities Initial Emergency
Communication TBD

General Weather and Current Patterns TBD

3400 Tactical Response Options
"Refer to Section 4400"

3410
3420
3430
3440
3450

Offshore Sensitive Areas
Nearshore Sensitive Areas
Shoreline Sensitive Areas
Inland Sensitive

Wildlife Recovery/Rehabilitation Operations

3500 Operational Reports and Required Permits
In addition - See Section 6300

3510

Federal Reports

3510.1 Notice of Federal Interest

A NOFI is issued to the RP or suspected RP during an oil spill or
HAZMAT discharge investigation. Any PI can issue it to any suspected
spiller during a spill investigation. The NOFI states that if they are
responsible and don’t take appropriate cleanup actions to resolve the
situation that the USCG, under OPA 90, will assume the cleanup
operations and the RP may be subject to additional penalties. Under the
FWPCA, the owner, operator, or PIC of a vessel or facility may be
assessed a civil penalty of up to $25,000 dollars/day, or up to 3 times the
cost incurred by the OSTLF. If the FOSC determines that the RP is
taking the proper cleanup and removal actions, that will be taken in
account when assessing the civil penalty for the discharge. Reference
COMDTINST M16000.11, Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual, Volume
VI, Chapter 7.B.3.a.
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3510.2

3510.3

Notice of Federal Assumption

A NOFA states to RP’s that their efforts to cleanup the discharge have
been found unsatisfactory and the USCG will assume responsibility for
cleanup operations from the time the NOFA is issued, to mitigate the
situation. The RP may be billed for all cost incurred by the federal
government. Notice of Designation Reference COMDTINST M16000.11,
Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual, Volume VI, Chapter 7.B.3.d.

Letter of Designation

OCS Activities: Qil pollution investigations and response activities for
pollution incidents resulting from OCS activities closely parallel those
under the FWPCA, but there are a few significant differences. OPA 90
requires a formal LOD confirming the source of the spill be issued to the
RP. The purpose of the LLOD is to trigger the claims advertising
obligation of the owner, operator, or guarantor of the alleged pollution
source. Like a NOFI, a separate LOD shall be issued to each owner,
operator, or guarantor of an incident.

a. The LOD shall be in letter form, and shall contain the following
information:

1. Name of the vessel or offshore facility being designated as the
source of the oil pollution.

Location, dates, and time of the incident.

Quantity of oil involved.

Procedures for accepting or denying the designation.

Initial requirements of advertising the incident.

Name, address, and telephone number of COTP Morgan City, or
their designated representative, where further communication
regarding the incident, advertisement of the incident, or denial
of designation should be directed.

7. If the LOD will be delayed due to the determination of the need

for public advertisement, a NOFI shall be issued, indicating
that a LOD will follow.

b. Authorization to Issue LOD: Current policy requires that authorization
be obtained from the OSLTF OPA 90 manager, at COMDT initiated by
telephone and followed by a message.

o0k N

c. Acceptance by Designated Source: The owner, operator, or
guarantor of a source designated in a LOD may deny a designation
within 5 days after receipt of the written letter. This denial must be in
writing and be submitted to COTP Morgan City, identifying the LOD
that was issued. Failure of the party named in a LOD to deny the
letter does not, in and of itself, constitute acceptance of liability under
OPA 90 for losses resulting from the incident.

d. Public Advertisement Determination: The OPA 90 Program Manager
shall determine when the incident requires public advertisement to
advise potential claimants of the spill. This determination, provided in
writing, shall take into consideration the following:
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1. Nature and extent of the economic losses that have occurred or
are likely to occur

2. Persons who are likely to incur economic losses
3. Geographical area that is affected or is likely to be affected

4. Most effective method of reasonably notifying potential claimants
of the designation and procedures for submitting claims

5. Relevant information or recommendations submitted by the
owner, operator, or guarantor of the designated source.

e. Advertisement Methods: Ads must be made within the area
designated by the COMDT, or their designated representative,
(CCGD8 Program Manager). They shall also determine the frequency
and geographical coverage of advertisement. The advertisement
shall be made by one or more of the following methods:

6. Paid advertisement in a newspaper.

7. Public service announcement on commercial radio and television
stations.

8. Notice posted in marinas, marine supply stores, bait and tackle
shops, or similar commercial establishments.

9. News release to all newspapers, radio and television stations.
10. Item published in the Notice to Mariners.

f. Advertisements Elements: The advertisement shall contain the
following:
11. Location, dates, and time of the incident.
12. Geographical area affected.
13. Quantity of oil involved.
14. Name, or other description, of the source, as shown in the LOD.
15. Identity of the owner, operator, or guarantor f the source.

16. Name, address, telephone number, office hours and work days of
the person or persons to whom claims are to be presented and
from whom claim information can be obtained.

3510.4 Use of the OSTLF

If removal operations are not initiated immediately, or in a timely manner,
as determined by the FOSC or his/her representative, the FOSC is
authorized to initiate federally funded actions by utilizing the OSTLF.
Reference COMDTINST M16000.11, Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual,
Volume VI, Chapter 7.

3510.5 Situation/Pollution Reports Guidance (SITREP/POLREP)

Reference COMDTINST M16000.11, Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual,
Volume VI, Chapter 7.B.6.b.(1). The POLREP format can be found in
Volume VII of the Marine Safety Manual, Figure 7-7.

3520 State Reports

FOSC Reports will be submitted as determined necessary by the RRT for a
particular incident.
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The OSC shall submit a complete report to the RRT on the removal operation
and all actions taken within one year, or at the earliest possible convenience,
following the conclusion of a major oil discharge, or; major release of a
HAZMAT, pollutant, or contaminant, or when  requested by the RRT.

This report shall record the incident as it developed and shall identify, in detail,
the actions taken, resources committed, and any problems encountered. The
OSC shall include a recommendation outlining any suggested changes of
policies or procedures.

The format of this report shall be as follows:
15. Summary of Events - A chronological narrative of all events, including:

(ee) Location of the HAZMAT, pollutant, or contaminant
release, or oil discharge. For oil discharges indicate whether the
discharge was in connection with activities being conducted under
the OCSLA, the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authority Act, or the
Deepwater Port Act

(ff) Cause of the discharge or the release

(g9) Initial situation

(hh) Efforts to obtain response by responsible parties
(i) Organization, including State participation

(i) Resources committed

(Kk) Content and time of notice to natural resource trustees
relating to injury or possible injury to natural resources

(Il) Comments on Federal or State NRDA activities and efforts to
replace or restore damaged natural resources

(mm) Details of any threat abatement action taken under
CERCLA or the CWA
(nn) Treatment/disposal/alternative technology approaches

pursued and followed
(00) Public information/community relations activities.

Effectiveness of Removal Actions - A candid and thorough analysis of removal
actions taken by:

1. The RP(s);

2. State and local forces;

3. Federal agencies and special teams, and;

4. Contractors, private groups, and volunteers (if applicable).

Difficulties Encountered - A list of problems affecting response with particular
attention to problems of intergovernmental coordination.

Recommendations - from OSC, including at a minimum:
16. Means to prevent a recurrence of the discharge or release

17. Improvement of response actions
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18.

Any recommended changes in the NCP, RCP, ACP, or plans developed
under Section 303 of SARA and other LEPCs.

Required Enclosures to the Report:

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

Maps, charts, photographs, or diagrams of the areas affected by the spill
MSIS printouts

All POLREPS

Radio, telephone, and other applicable logs

A copy of the cost summary report (for Federally funded removals).
Photographic documentation of the response, arranged chronologically.

Any other documentation necessary to supplement the information in the
OSC report.

Report Routing: A copy of this report shall be forwarded to the Secretary of the
NRT at the same time it is submitted to the RRT. The RRT is required to
forward the report to the NRT, via COMDT (G-MER), within 30 days after the
RRT has received the OSC report.

3520.1

3520.2

Cleanup and Abatement Orders

A Clean Up and Abatement Order can be issued by the State. It would
include information such as:

“Any person who discharges oil into marine water, upon order of the
administrator, shall do all of the following:

a. Clean up the oil.
b. Abate the effects of the discharge.

c. Inthe case of a threatened discharge, take other necessary remedial
action.

Upon failure of any person to comply with a cleanup or abatement order,
the Attorney General or a district attorney, at the request of the
administrator, shall petition the superior court for that parish for the
issuance of an injunction requiring the person to comply with the order. In
any such suit, the court shall have jurisdiction to grant a prohibitory or
mandatory injunction, either preliminary or permanent, as the facts may
warrant.” (Government Code Section 8670.62)

Cease and Desist Orders

When the administrator determines that any person has undertaken, or is
threatening to undertake, any activity or procedure that (1) requires a
permit, certificate, approval, or authorization under this chapter, without
securing a permit, or (2) is inconsistent with any of the permits,
certificates, rules, regulations, guidelines, or authorizations, previously
issued or adopted by the administrator, or (3) threatens to cause or
substantially increases the risk of unauthorized discharge of oil into the
marine waters of the state, the administrator may issue an order requiring
that person to cease and desist. (Government Code Section 8670.69.4)
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To successfully meet these strategies, the following tools may be used:

a. Proper containment techniques (including, but not limited to,
deflection, isolation, protection booming)

b. Site safety and access control
c. Removal techniques
Disposal techniques

These protection priorities should be used in conjunction with the
Louisiana Coastal Sensitivity Atlas; however, Louisiana State resource
trustees should also be contacted through the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality Hotline (225) 324-1234 to obtain more specific
information. Include this list of protection priorities with your copy of the
sensitivity atlas. This list was compiled by the Morgan City Area Planning
Subcommittee with the following two principles of spill response in mind:

e. Limit the extent of the spill
f. Attempt to protect resources by the priorities listed in this tab.

Since no single list can be all-inclusive and applicable to spills in all
places, the following general rules are provided to guide spill responders
in assigning protection priorities:

NOAA has developed a set of systematic atlases for each coastal state in
the U.S. that describe the sensitivity of coastal environments and wildlife
to spilled oil. RPI International, Inc. produced the atlas for LA entitled,
“Sensitivity of coastal environments and wildlife to spilled oil, LA.” This
atlas ranks the sensitivity of a particular environment on a scale of 1 to 7,
with the highest number being the most sensitive. This ranking
classification is called an environmental sensitivity index (ESI) by RPI.
The NOAA atlas identifies developed/unforested upland as the least
sensitive environment and mangroves as the most sensitive environment
in LA.

3530 Methodology: Protection Priorities and Methodology of Environmentally
Sensitive Areas.

Through resources in the scientific community and from resource trustees, the
FOSC is equipped with many tools necessary to make decisions and evaluate
plans for the protection of environmentally sensitive areas. It is important to
establish a sound methodology to determine these immediate strategies in the
first few hours of a material spill until the SSC can arrive and provide these
services to the FOSC.

In the early stages of a spill, the following actions need to take place:
Identify the hazardous characteristics of the material:
This includes material type, properties (API, Specific Gravity, Pour Point, flash

point, source country, specific name, estimated quantity, rate of discharge) and
characteristics.
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Location of Spill: This includes latitude, longitude, geographic vector (bearing
and range from a prominent location), and geographic description (local
name of location, etc.)

On Scene Conditions: This includes wind direction and speed, sea direction and
height, tidal movement, air temperature, water temperature, and source of
data.

Ecological Inventory:

= Refer to the Sensitive Area Chartlettes in Section 4000.

» Refer to USF&W Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory chart to, as best as
possible, identify the area and animal life actually or potentially impacted
(birds, fish, plants, mammals, and invertebrates).

= Refer to ESI (RPI) charts for a more detailed list of resources as well as
shoreline types (lists shoreline types, biological resources in as in (a)
above, refuges and parks, spill response access such as boat ramps and
marinas).

Establish Strategies:
o Refer to the product characteristics

o |dentify shoreline type codes.
e Highlight portion indicating shoreline type.

¢ Make recommendation on primary and conditional strategies. As a
general rule, priorities establish:

vegetated vs. non-vegetated
natural vs. modified

public vs. private

3540 General Hierarchy of Tactical Operational Priorities Initial Emergency
Communication

As A General Rule:

Immediately boom canals, water intakes, and outlets.

Protect vegetated shorelines before non-vegetated shorelines.
Protect natural shoreline before modified shoreline.

Protect public lands before private lands.

The priority list is divided into three groups; A, B, and C with the highest priority
being “A”

Priority “A” is further subdivided into three priority groups:
Al - Protect public Health
(pp) Storm drain outlets
(qq) Public drinking water intakes
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3550
3560

(rr) Public utility water intakes

A2 - Protect Threatened and endangered species and their designated
critical habitats.

A3 - Protect habitat and species concentrations.

(ss)

Designated wildlife refuges and game management areas

(tt) Wildlife concentrations (seasonal variation)

(uu)
(W)
(ww)
(xx)

Priority “B” areas:

(vy)
(z2)

(aaa)
(bbb)
(cce)

Priority “C” areas:

Vegetated wetlands and shorelines

Public oyster seed grounds

Commercial and recreational fisheries management areas
Coastal restoration projects

Other public lands

Cultural and historic sites
Exposed tidal flats

Shell beaches and rip-rap
All other beaches

(ddd) Sheltered rocky shores and sea walls
(eee) Private recreation areas and facilities
(fff) Marinas

(9g9) Private and industrial raw water supplies

General Weather and Current Patterns

Tactical Response Options

a. Immediately boom canals, water intakes, and outlets.

b. Protect vegetated shorelines before non-vegetated

shorelines.

Protect natural shoreline before modified shoreline.

Protect public lands before private lands.

LA’s coastal region contains a great variety of environments of varying
sensitivities to spills. More than 40 percent of coastal wetlands in the U.S. occur
here and this habitat is highly sensitive to various types of spills. In contrast, this
region also contains many miles of sandy beaches that represent less sensitive
habitats to spills. Because of these contrasting geological settings, the FOSC is
faced with developing the capabilities to respond to a spill in a wide range of
habitats and in one of the most complex and sensitive coastal regions in the U.S.

3570 Offshore Sensitive Areas
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3580 Nearshore Sensitive Areas

3590 Shoreline Sensitive Areas
35100 Inland Sensitive (See Section 4200)
35110 Wildlife Recovery/Rehabilitation Operations

3600
3700
3800
3900

Reserved

Reserved for Area
Reserved for District
Reserved
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4000 Planning

4100 Planning Section Organization

The Planning Section is responsible for the collection, evaluation, and dissemination
of tactical information related to the incident, and for the preparation and
documentation of Action Plans. The section also maintains information on the
current and forecasted situation, and on the status of resources assigned to the
incident. Includes the Situation, Resource, Documentation, and Demobilization
Units, as well as Technical Specialists.

Several Planning Section Units may be established. Duties of each Unit are covered
later. Not all of the Units may be required, and they will be activated based upon
need. Planning Section Units are shown in Figure 4-1.

Figure 4-1 — Planning Section Diagram
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4110 Abbreviations and Acronyms

Agency Admin. Rep.:

Comm. U.L.:
Gen.:
LA.P.
R.U.L.:
S.U.L.:
4110.1

Roles and Responsibilities

4110.11

Agency Administrator Representative
Communications Unit Leader
General

Incident Action Plan

Resources Unit Leader

Situation Unit Leader

Planning Section Chief

The Planning Section Chief, a member of the General Staff, is
responsible for the collection, evaluation, dissemination and use of
information about the development of the incident and status of
resources. Information is needed to 1) understand the current
situation, 2) predict probable course of incident events, and prepared
alternative strategies for the incident.

a.
b.

C.

J— [S—

© 5 3

Review Common Responsibilities (Section)
Activate Planning Section Units

Assign available personnel already on site to ICS organizational
positions as appropriate.

Supervise preparation of the Incident Action Plan.

Provide input to the Incident Command and Operations Sections
Chief in preparing the Incident Action Plan.

Participate in planning and other meetings as required.

Establish information requirements and reporting schedules for all
ICS organizational elements for use in preparing the Incident
Action Plan.

Determine need for any specialized resources in support of the
incident.

Provide Resources Unit with the Planning Section’s organizational
structure including names and locations of assigned personnel.

Assign Technical Specialists where needed.
Assemble information on alternative strategies

Assemble and disassemble teams or task forces as necessary.

. Provide periodic predictions on incident potential.

Compile and display incident status summary information.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.
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4110.12

4110.13

Advise General Staff or any significant changes in incident status.

Incorporate the incident Traffic Plan (from Ground Support Unit),
Vessel Routing Plan (from Vessel Support Unit) and other
supporting plans into the Incident Action Plan.

r. Instruct Planning Section Units in distribution and routing of
incident information. Prepare recommendations for release of

s. Resources for submission of members of Incident Command.
t. Maintain Section records.

u. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Situation Unit/Leader

The Situation Unit Leader is responsible for the collection and
evaluation of information about the current and possible future status
of the spill and the spill response operations. This responsibility
includes the compilation of information regarding the type and amount
of oil spilled, the amount of oil recovered, the oil's current location and
anticipated trajectory, and impacts on natural resources. This
responsibility includes providing information to the GIS Specialist(s)
for the creation of maps to depict the current and possible future
situation and the preparation of reports for the Planning Section Chief.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120).
b. Review Unit Leader Responsibilities (Section 2130).

c. Obtain briefing and special instructions for the Planning Section
Chief.

d. Participate in planning meetings as required.
e. Prepare and maintain Command Post display
f. Collect and maintain most current incident data

g. Prepare periodic predictions as requested by the Planning Section
Chief.

h. Prepare, post and disseminate resource and situation status
information as required in the Incident Information Center

i. Prepare the Incident Status Summary (ICS 209(oil)).
j.-  Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.

k. Provide photographic services and maps.

Display Processor

The Display Processor is responsible for the display of incident status
information obtained from Field Observers, resource status reports,
aerial and other photographs and infrared data.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Determine:
1. Location of work assignments.
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N o g bk~ w N

Numbers, types and locations of displays required priorities.
Map requirements for Incident Action Plan.

Time limits for completion

Field Observer assignments and communications means.
Obtain necessary equipment and supplies.

Obtain copy of Incident Action Plan for each operational
period.

Assist Situation Unit Leader in analyzing and evaluating field
reports.

Develop required displays in accordance with time limits for
completion

Field Observer

The Field Observer is responsible to collect situation information form
personal observations at the incident and provide this information to
the Situation Unit Leader.

a. Review Common Responsibilities

b. Determine:

a r wnh e

Location of assignment.

Type of information required priorities
Time limits for completion

Method of communication

Method of transportation

c. Obtain copy of Incident Action Plan for Operational Period.

Obtain necessary equipment and supplies.

e. Perform Filed Observer responsibilities to include but not limited to
the following:

1.

o g bk~ w DN

Perimeters of incident
Locations of oil concentration
Rates of spread

Weather conditions.

Hazards

Progress of Operation resources.

f. Be prepared to identify all facility locations (e.g. helispots, Division
and Branch boundaries).

g. Report information to Situation Unit Leader by established
procedure.
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4110.16

h. Report immediately any condition observed which may cause
danger and safety hazard to personnel. Gather intelligence that
will lead to accurate predictions.

i. Identify and possibly utilize on-water observations by experienced
mariners such as ship captains, pilots, and fishermen of locations
of oil and local anomalies.

Trajectory Analysis Specialist

The Trajectory Analysis Specialist is responsible for providing to the
Unified Command projections and estimates of the movement and
behavior of the spill. The specialist will combine visual observations,
remote sensing information. Computer modeling as well as observed
and predicted tidal, current and weather data to form these analyses.
Additionally, the specialist is responsible for interfacing with local
experts (weather service, researchers, etc.) in formulating these
analyses. Trajectory maps, overflight maps, tides and current data,
and weather forecasts will be supplied by the specialist to the
Situation Unit for dissemination throughout the Command Post.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Schedule and conduct spill observations/overflights as needed.

c. Gather pertinent information on tides, currents and weather from
all available sources.

d. Provide trajectory and overflight maps, weather forecasts, and
tidal current information.

e. Provide briefing on observations and analyses to the proper
personnel.

f. Demobilize in accordance with the Demobilization Plan.
g. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
Geographic Information Specialist

The GIS Specialist is responsible for gathering and compiling updated
spill information and providing various map products to the incident.
The GIS team will work with the Situation Unit and the information
management officer to ensure accurate and rapid dissemination of oil
spill information to the ICS.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Determine resource needs.

Gather and compile data from the different incident-sections

a.
b

c. Participate in planning meetings as required.

d

e. Provide maps for various components of the incident
f.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.
g. Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
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4110.18

Resources at Risk Specialist (RAR)

The Resources at Risk Technical Specialist is responsible for the
identification of resources thought to be at risk from exposure to the
spilled oil through the analysis of known and anticipated oil movement
and the location of natural, cultural, and economic resources. The
Resources at Risk Technical Specialist considers the relative
importance of the resources and the relative risk to develop a priority
list for protection.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Participate in planning meetings as required.
c. Determine resource needs.

d. Obtain current and forecasted status information from Situation
Unit.

e. ldentify Natural Resources as risk.

-

Identify archeo-cultural resources at risk.

Identify socio-economic resources at risk.

2 @

Develop a prioritized list of the resources at risk for use by the
Planning Section.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.
j- Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

Resources Unit/Leader

The Resource Unit Leader (RESTAT) is responsible for maintaining
the status of all resources (primary and support) at an incident.
RESTAT achieves this through development and maintenance of a
master list of all resources, including check-in, status, current location,
etc. This unit is also responsible for preparing parts of the Incident
Action Plan (ICS 203, 204, & 207) and compiling the entire plan in
conjunction with other members of the ICS, (e.g., Situation Unit,
Operations, Logistics) and determines the availability of resources.

a. Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
b. Review Unit Leader Responsibilities (Section 2130)

c. Obtain briefing and special instructions from the Planning Section
Chief.

d. Participate in Planning Meetings as required.
e. Establish check-in function at incident locations

f. Using the Incident Briefing (ICS 201) prepare and maintain the
Command Post display (organization chart and resource
allocation and deployment sections of display)

g. Establish contacts with incident facilities and begin maintenance
of resource status.
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4110.110

h. Gather, post, and maintain incident resource status.
i. Maintain master roster of all resources checked in at the incident.

j.  Prepare Organization Assignment List (ICS 203) and Organization
Chart (ICS 207)

k. Prepare appropriate parts of assignments lists (ICS 204)
I. Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.

Check-in Recorder

Check-in recorders are needed at each check-in location to ensure
that all resources assigned to an incident are accounted for.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Obtain work materials, including Check-in Lists (ICS Form 211)

Establish communications with Communication Center

Post signs so that arriving resources can easily find the check-in
locations

Record check-in information on Check-in Lists (ICS Form 211)

Transmit check-in information to Resources Unit on regular pre-
arranged schedule

Forward completed Check-in Lists and Status Change Cards to the
Resources Unit.

Volunteer Coordinator (also refer to Volunteer Plan, Section
9540)

The volunteer Coordinator is responsible for managing and
overseeing all aspects of volunteer participation, including
recruitment, induction and deployment. The Volunteer Coordinator is
part of the Planning Section and reports to the Resources Unit
Leader.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Coordinate with Resource Unit to determine where volunteers are
needed.

Advise public of when volunteers are not needed and might interfere
with response workers and with the limitations of volunteers i.e.
potential health risks; cannot pick up oiled rocks or wildlife unless
specially trained.

Identify any necessary skills and training needs.

Verify minimum training needed, as necessary, with Health and Safety
Officer or units requesting volunteers (if special skill is required.)

Activate, as necessary, standby contractors for various training needs
(as applicable).

Coordinate nearby or on-site training as part of the deployment
process.

Identify and secure other equipment, materials and supplies as
needed.

Induct convergent (on the scene) volunteers.
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4110.112

Activate other volunteers (individuals who have applied prior to an
incident and are on file with Volunteer Coordinator or other
participating volunteer organizations.

Recruit additional volunteers through media appeals (if needed)

Assess, train and assign volunteers.

Coordinate with Logistics for volunteer housing and meal
accommaodations.

Assist volunteers with other special needs.

Maintain Unit/activity Log (ICS Form 214)

Listed below is an additional responsibility for the Volunteer
Coordinator

Advise public of when volunteers are not needed and might interfere
with response workers and with the limitations of volunteers -- i.e.
potential health risks; cannot pick up oiled rocks or wildlife unless
specially trained.

Technical Specialists

Technical Specialists are advisors with special skills needed to
support the incident. Technical Specialists may be assigned
anywhere in the ICS organization. If necessary, Technical Specialists
may be formed into a separate unit. The Planning Section will
maintain a list of available specialists and will assign them where
needed. The following are example position descriptions for
Technical Specialist that might be utilized during an oil spill response.

Disposal

The Disposal (Waste Management) Specialist is responsible for
providing the Planning Section Chief with a Disposal Plan that details
the collection, sampling, monitoring, temporary storage,
transportation, recycling, and disposal of all anticipated response
wastes.

Review Common Responsibilities.

Determine resource needs.

Participate in planning meetings as required.

Develop a Pre-Cleanup Plan and monitor pre-cleanup operations, if
appropriate.

Develop a detailed Waste Management Plan.

Calculate and verify t he volume of petroleum recovered, including
petroleum collected with sediment/sand, etc.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214).
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4110.113 Scientific Support Coordinator (also see Section 5000)

The Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC), accordance with the
National Contingency Plan, will provide the federal On Scene
Coordinator (OSC) scientific advice with regard to the best course of
action during a spill response. The SSC will obtain consensus from
the Federal natural Resource Trustee Agencies and provide spill
trajectory analysis data, information on the resources at risk, weather
information, tidal and current information, etc. The SSC will be the
point of contact for the Scientific Support Team from National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Hazardous Material
Response and Assessment Division.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Represent the OSC in planning meetings.

Determine resource needs.

Provide current and forecasted incident status information for the
Situation Unit by way of overflight maps and trajectory analysis.

Provide weather, tidal and current information.

Obtain consensus from the Federal Natural Resource Trustees
regarding response options and report to the OSC.

Develop a prioritized list of the resources at risk.

Provide status reports to appropriate requester.

Demobilize in accordance with the Demobilization Plan.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)

4110.114 Alternative Response Technology

The Alternative Response Technologies Specialist is responsible for
evaluating the opportunities to use ART, including dispersants or
other chemical countermeasures, in-situ burning, and bioremediation.
The specialist will conduct the consultation and planning required to
deploy a specific ART and articulate the environmental trade-off of
using or not using a specific ART.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Participate in planning meetings as required.

Determine resource needs.

Gather data pertaining to the spill including spill location, type and
amount or petroleum spilled, physical and chemical properties,
weather and sea conditions, and resources at risk.

Identify available ART that may be effective on the specific spilled
petroleum.

Make initial notification to all agencies that have authority over the use
of ART.

Keep Planning Section Chief advised of ART issues.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.

Establish communications with Regional Response Team to
coordinate ART activities.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS 214)
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4110.116
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4110.117

Legal

The Legal Specialist will act in an advisory capacity during an oil spill
response.

Review Common Responsibilities (section 2120)

Participate in planning meetings if requested.

Advise Unified Command on legal issues relating to in-situ burning,
use of dispersants and other alternative response technology.

Advise Unified Command on legal issues relating Natural Resource
Damage Assessment.

Advise Unified Command on legal issues relating to investigation.

Advise Unified Command on legal issues relating to finance and
claims.

Advise the Unified command on response related issues.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS Form 214)

Documentation Unit

The Documentation Unit Leader is responsible for the maintenance of
accurate, up-to-date incident files. Examples of incident
documentation include: Incident Action Plan, incident reports,
communication logs, injury claims, situation status reports, etc.
Thorough documentation is critical to post-incident analysis. Some of
these documents may originate in other sections. This unit shall
ensure each section is maintaining and providing appropriate
documents. Incident files will be stored for legal, analytical, and
historical purposes. The Documentation Unit also provides
duplication and copying services.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)

Review Unit Leader Responsibilities (Section 2130)

Obtain briefing and special instruction from Planning Section Chief.
Participate in Planning Meetings as required.

Establish and organize incident files.

Establish duplication service and respond to requests.

File copies of all official forms and reports.

Check on accuracy and completeness of records submitted for files
and correct errors or omissions by contacting appropriate ICS units.

Provide incident documentation to appropriate requesters.
Demobilization Unit

The Demobilization Unit Leader is responsible for developing the
Incident Demobilization Plan, and assisting Sections/Units in ensuring
that an orderly, safe, and cost effective demobilization of personnel
and equipment is accomplished from the incident.

Review Common Responsibilities (Section 2120)
Review Unit Leader Responsibilities (Section 2130)
Obtain briefing and special instructions from Planning Section Chief.
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Demobilize in accordance with the Demobilization Plan

Review incident resource records to determine probable size of
demobilization effort.

Participate in planning meetings as required.

Evaluate logistics and transportation capabilities required to support
demobilization.

Prepare and obtain approval of Demobilization Plan including required
decontamination.

Distribute Demaobilization Plan to each processing point.

Ensure that all Sections/Units understand their responsibilities within
the Demobilization Plan.

Monitor implementation and assist in the coordination of the
Demobilization Plan.

Brief Planning Section Chief on progress of demobilization.

Provide status reports to appropriate requesters.

Waste Management Specialists (also refer to Section 9000 for
Waste Management Plan)

The Waste Management Specialist (WMS) is responsible for providing
the Planning Section Chief with a Waste Management Plan that
details the collection, sampling, monitoring, temporary storage,
transportation, and waste management of all anticipated waste
streams generated as a result of the spill response. The duties of the
WMS are as follows:

Check-in at the Resources Unit.

Obtain briefing and assignments from the Planning Section Chief.

Participate in planning meetings, as appropriate.

Coordinate and work closely with the Operations Section, Logistics
Section, Liaison Officer, RP, and applicable government agencies.

Obtain pertinent information (current and forecasted) from different
Sections and plan waste management activities.

Determine resource needs.

Develop a Pre-Cleanup Plan and monitor pre-cleanup operations, if
appropriate

Develop a detailed Waste Management Plan.

Ensure that waste management activities are in compliance with all
local, state and federal laws and regulations.

Ensure that all applicable approvals. Permits, variances/waivers are
obtained from applicable government agencies for waste
management activities (e.g. decanting operations, temporary
storage sites, staging areas, etc.).

Identify temporary storage and staging area locations.

Determine if recovered petroleum can be treated on-site, and identify
applicable on-site treatment methodologies.

Ensure that representative samples are taken, and analyzed at a
state-certified laboratory.

Ensure that all recovered petroleum and contaminated debris is
properly characterized.

Calculate and verify the volume of petroleum recovered (recovered
oil, as well as oil-contaminated sand, sediment, etc.).
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Ensure that Waste Profile Sheets are adequately completed and are
accepted by the waste management facility, prior to
transportation.

Ensure that applicable paperwork is adequately completed prior to
transportation.

Ensure that hazardous waste transporters comply with applicable
transportation requirements.

Ensure that the waste is properly managed.

Non-hazardous waste/non-designated: Recycle, or transport to a

Class Il waste management facility. Non-hazardous waste/non-

designated waste: Recycle, or transport to a Class Il waste

management facility.

Hazardous waste: Transport to a refinery for use/reuse; or to an
authorized Class | Facility for recycling, treatment, storage, and/or
disposal.

Brief Planning Section Chief.

Provide technical information and status reports to appropriate
requesters.

Maintain Unit/Activity Log (ICS Form 214).

Listed below are additional responsibilities for the Waste Management

Specialist, to be completed along with those responsibilities already

listed in the FOG.

Coordinate and work closely with the Operations Section, Logistics
Section, Liaison Officer, RP, and applicable government agencies.

Obtain pertinent information (current and forecasted) from different
Sections and plan waste management activities.

Ensure that waste management activities are in compliance with all
local, state and federal laws and regulations.

Ensure that all applicable approvals, permits, variances/waivers are
obtained from applicable government agencies for waste
management activities (e.g.: decanting operations, temporary
storage sites, staging areas, etc.).

Identify temporary storage and staging area locations.

Determine if recovered petroleum can be treated on-site, and identify
applicable on-site treatment methodologies.

Ensure that representative samples are taken, and analyzed at a
state-certified laboratory.

Ensure that all recovered petroleum and contaminated debris is
properly characterized.

Ensure that Waste Profile Sheets are adequately completed and are
accepted by the waste management facility, prior to
transportation.

Ensure that applicable paperwork is adequately completed prior to
transportation.

Ensure that hazardous waste transporters comply with applicable
transportation requirements.

Ensure that the waste is properly managed:
¢ Non-hazardous waste/designated waste: Recycle, or transport

to a Class Il waste management facility.
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e Non-hazardous waste/non-designated waste: Recycle, or
transport to a Class Ill waste management facility.

o Hazardous waste: Transport to a refinery for use/ reuse; or to
an authorized Class | Facility for recycling, treatment, storage,
and/or disposal.

4200 Compliance Guidance

4210

4220

4230

Statutory Guidance

The Coast Guard obtains its pollution investigation authority through pollution
response laws. These laws give use us many different authorities such as
assessing penalties, pollution prevention regulations, access to monies for
cleanup of pollution, and required notifications for releases.

The Federal Government requires that the National Response Center (NRC) be
notified (1-800-424-8802) by the responsible party for oil or hazardous substance
discharge/releases. Failure to notify or deliberate discharge can lead to criminal
penalties. State law requires that the Office of Emergency Services (OES) be
notified (1-800-852-7550).

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act,
(CERCLA)

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA), commonly referred to as Superfund, was enacted on December 11,
1980. The purpose of CERCLA was to provide authorities the ability to respond
to uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances from inactive hazardous waste
sites that endanger public health and the environment. CERCLA established
prohibitions and requirements concerning closed and abandoned hazardous
waste sites, provided for liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous
waste at such sites, and established a trust fund to provide for cleanup when no
responsible party could be identified. In addition, CERCLA provided for the
revision and republishing of the National Contingency Plan (NCP, 40 CFR Part
300) that provides the guidelines and procedures needed to respond to releases
and threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants.
The NCP also provides for the National Priorities List, a list of national priorities
among releases or threatened releases throughout the United States for the
purpose of taking remedial action.

CERCLA (pronounced SIR-cla) provided a Federal Superfund to clean up
uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous-waste sites as well as accidents, spill, and
other emergency releases pollutants and contaminants into the environment.
Through the Act, the Coast Guard and EPA were given power to seek out those
parties responsible for any release and assure their cooperation in the cleanup.

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA) as amended by Clean Water
Act (CWA) & Oil Pollution Act 1990 (OPA-90)
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Through these environmental laws, the Coast Guard required that upon
discharge or release that proper notifications are made. The Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (FWPCA) is the primary law used for response and
enforcement of oil pollution and hazardous substance discharges on or upon the
navigable waters of the United States, or tributaries thereof.

The Clean Water Act (CWA) amended the FWPCA and made the following
provisions:

Established pollution fund with a $100 million amount.
Defined “reportable and harmful quantities”.
Authorized the federal assumption of cleanup operations.

2 o T ®

Established the National Response Center.

The Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990 streamlined and strengthened Coast Guard
and EPA’s ability to prevent and respond to catastrophic oil spills. A trust fund
financed by a tax on oil is available to clean up spills when the responsible party
is incapable of unwilling to do so. The OPA requires oil storage facilities and
vessels to submit to the Federal government plans detailing how they will
respond to large discharges. EPA has published regulations for above ground
storage facilities; the Coast Guard has done so for oil tankers. The OPA also
requires the development of Area Contingency Plans to prepare and plan for oil
spill response on a regional scale.

The Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990 amended the CWA and made the following
provisions:

e. Created a $1 billion pollution fund commonly referred to as the Oil
Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSTLF)

f. Allowed On Scene Commander (OSC) to issue administrative
orders.

g. Increased civil penalties. Increased spiller liabilities.

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Congress passed the National Historic Preservation Act in 1966. The
established a national policy for the protection of historic and archaeological sites
and outlined responsibilities for federal and state governments to preserve our
nation’s history.

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) was passed to help prevent the
loss of irreplaceable historic properties. The Act created the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation to advise the President Congress on matters involving
historic, archeological and cultural preservation. The Act also authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to maintain a National Register of Historic Places, which
lists sites, districts, buildings, structures, and objects of significance in American
history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture.
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All undertakings that may affect on a registered property must be reported, under
Section 106, to the appropriate Sate Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).
Further documentation for a Determination of No Adverse Effect, Determination
of Adverse Effect, and Failure to Agree may be required depending on the type
of action and the assessment of potential impacts by the SHPO.

All military land holdings must be surveyed by a cultural resources professional
to locate National Register resources. If historic resources must be destroyed,
measured drawings, photographs, and other techniques must be used to prepare
a permanent record, under the guidance of the Historic American Buildings
Survey/Historic America Engineering Record.

Section 106 of the NHPA requires federal agency heads to consider the effects
of their actions on historic and archeological sites that are eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. Regulations for accomplishing this responsibility
have been published in the Federal Register as 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of
Historic Properties. They detail the efforts that a federal agency must undertake
to protect the historical environment.

The NHPA requires that any activity that obtains a federal permit or license, uses
federal funds, or is otherwise assisted or approved by the U.S. government to
comply with section 106.

Examples of projects that require compliance with this law include:

h. Federal development activities, such as a new reservoir built by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; construction of municipal
waste water treatment facilities that require a permit from the
Environmental Protection Agency;

i. New highway construction that utilizes federal funds and local
government improvement projects to rehabilitate or demolish
using funds from the Housing and Urban Development Agency
(HUD).

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

The Endangered Species Act provides a program for the conservation of
threatened and endangered plants and animals and the habitats in which they
are found. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) of the Department of the
Interior maintains the list of 632 endangered species (326 are plants) and 190
threatened species (78 are plants). Species include birds, insects, fish, reptiles,
mammals, crustaceans, flowers, grasses, and trees. Anyone can petition FWS
to include a species on this list. The law prohibits any action, administrative or
real, that results in a “taking” of a listed species, or adversely affects habitat.
Likewise, import, export, interstate, and foreign commerce of listed species are
all prohibited.

The mission of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), first passed in 1973, is to:

a. identify species needing protection and provide means to protect and recover
those species;

b. provide for consideration of listed species prior to any federal action that may
affect them; and
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c. to prevent and punish takings of those species and harm to their critical
habitats. The ESA’s main sections of 4,7, and 9 provide the basic structure
for the Act’s missions.

ESA Section 4 contains the process for the initial listing of endangered and
threatened species and for critical habitat. This section also mandates that the
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service or National Marine Fisheries Service prepare
recovery plan for each listed species in order to identify and implement the
measures needed to protect and recover each species.

ESA Section 7 mandates that all federal agencies carry out programs for the
conservation of endangered and threatened species. Section 7 requires that
federal agencies consult with the Secretary before taking any action, which may
affect listed species in order to ensure that the action will not jeopardize the
continued existence of the endangered species or result in the destruction or
modification of critical habitat for the species. The Act is applicable to all federal
departments and agencies and to all action “authorized, funded, or carried out”
by them including federal permits, federal funding, or other federal action
necessary to a private project. Federal action cannot occur without consultation
between the permitting agencies and the USFWS or NMFS if listed species may
be affected by the planned activity. The consultation process includes issuance
of a “biological opinion” by the agency with jurisdiction over the endangered
species assaying the nature and extent of the jeopardy posed to that species by
the agency action.

ESA Section 9 contains prohibitions against “takings” of listed species. The
statute defines “takings” as including to “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, wound or
attempt to engage in any such conduct.” “Harass” is further defined by
regulations as an intentional or negligent act or omission that significantly
disrupts normal behavior patterns of the endangered animal. Similarly, “harm” is
defined to include activity that results in significant environmental modification or
degradation of the endangered animal’s habitat.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) RCRA regulates the
identification, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of solid and
hazardous wastes. EPA has created a complex regulatory framework
addressing solid waste disposal and hazardous waste management for RCRA.
The act regulates such matters as: hazardous waste generators and
transporters; land disposal restrictions (LDR); federal procurement of products
that contain recycled materials, municipal sold waste landfill criteria; solid and
hazardous waste recycling; treatment, storage and disposal facilities; and waste
minimization and hazardous waste combustion.

RCRA gave EPA the authority to control hazardous waste from the “cradle-to-
grave.” This includes the generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and
disposal of hazardous waste. RCRA also set forth a framework for the
management of non-hazardous wastes.
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The 1986 amendments to RCRA enabled EPA to address environmental
problems that could result from underground tanks storing petroleum and other
hazardous substances. RCRA focuses only on active and future facilities and
does not address abandoned or historical sites (see CERCLA)

HSWA (pronounced “hiss-wa”) The Federal Hazardous and Solid Waste
Amendments are the 1984 amendments to RCRA that required phasing out land
disposal of hazardous waste. Some of the other mandates of this strict law
include increased enforcement authority of EPA, more stringent hazardous waste
management standards, and a comprehensive underground storage tank
program.

4270 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

The National Environmental Policy Act was one of the first laws ever written that
establishes the broad national framework for protecting our environment.
NEPA'’s basic policy is to assure that all branches of government give proper
consideration to the environment prior to undertaking any major federal action
that significantly affects the environment.

NEPA requirements are invoked when airports, buildings, military complexes,
highways, parkland purchases, and other federal activities are proposed.
Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Environmental Impact Statements (EISs),
which are assessments of the likelihood of impacts from alternative courses of
action, are required from all Federal agencies and are the most visible NEPA
requirements.

4280 State and Local Compliance Guidance

4300 Sensitive Site Indices, Maps & Information
4310 Cultural and Historical Sites

The State Historic Preservation Office (Baton Rouge) has asked specific historic
sites not be published in order to protect them from being vandalized; therefore,
for all oil spill cleanups that require any soil removal or long term cleanups, the
State Historic Preservation Office should be contacted for guidance.

Contact: Mr. Tom Eubanks, Archaeologist 225/342-8170.

The National Park Service also has specific expertise in natural and cultural
resources. The National Park Service should be contacted when spills threaten
National Parks, cultural sites and monuments under their management. This
office should be notified in the event of any discharge impacting or posing a risk
to migratory birds, endangered or threatened species, marine mammals,
anadromous fishes, public or private lands supporting ecosystems for the
preceding, Federal National Wildlife Refuges and National Parks.

Contact: Jean Lafitte National Historical Park & Preserve, Cultural Resources
504/589-3882.
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Louisiana Shrimping Seasons

“May season” for inshore brown shrimp runs from late May to
early July. “August season” for white shrimp runs from late
August into December. State waters to 3 miles offshore,
historically open year-round, now close for varying periods from
January to April. Offshore shrimping in federal waters occurs
year-round.

4320 Natural Resource Trustees & Contacts

4320.1

Federal

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (delegated from
Department of Commerce), Hazardous Materials Response and
Assessment Division, 8" USCG District Office (m-ssc), 501 Magazine St.,
New Orleans, LA 70130.

Contact: Charles Henry (P) 504/589-4414 (fax) 504/589-4999, 24 hour
206/526-6317

U.S. Department of the Interior

Dr. Stephen R. Spencer*

Contact: (505) 563-3572

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Fax (505) 563-3066

PO Box 26567 (MC-9)

Albuguerque, NM 87103

*U.S. Department of the Interior representative to the Region 6 Regional
Response Team. Single point-of-contact for access to DOI bureaus
including: Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Minerals
Management Service, Bureau of reclamation, Bureau of Land
Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Geological Survey, and office
of Surface Mining.

For time critical assistance regarding habitat protection, endangered
species or migratory bird issues, either to prevent their contact with oil or
to aid in rehabilitation, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may, in addition,
be contacted directly.

Buddy Goatcher

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Contaminants Specialist

646 Cajundome Boulevard, Suite 400
Lafayette, LA 70506

Phone: (337) 291-3125

Fax: (337) 291-3139

Cell: (337) 280-1157

Environmental Protection Agency (for all inland spills i.e. those outside
the coastal zone thus covered under this plan)

Contact: EPA 24 hr (P) 214/665-2222

Mineral Management Service (for all offshore spills), 1201 EImwood Park
Blvd, New Orleans, LA 70123
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4320.2

4320.3

Contact: Oil Spill Program Administrator, Rusty Wright (P) 504/736-2529.

State

Louisiana Qil Spill Coordinator Office (LOSCO) Office of the Governor
1885 Wooddale Blvd., 12 Floor, Baton Rogue, LA 70806.

Contact: Roland Guidry (P) 225/922-3230 (fax) 225/922-3239

LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), Marine Fisheries
Division, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rogue, LA 70898.

Contact: 24 hours(P) 225/765-2441

LA Department of Natural Resources (LDNR), Coastal Management
Division, P.O. Box 44487, Baton Rogue, LA 70804.

Contact: Oil Spill Liaison (P) 225/342-7591 (fax) 225/342-9439

LA Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), Water Quality
Management, P.O. Box 82215, Baton Rogue, LA 70884.

Contact: State Police 24 hr (P) 225/925-6595 or during work hours (P)
225/763-3908

Terrebonne Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness, 500 Honduras
St., P.O. Box 2768, Houma, LA 70361.

Contact: Michael Debouche (P) 985/873-6357, (Pager) 985/853-4924

Lafourche Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness, P.O. Drawer 5548,
Thibodaux, LA 70302.

Contact: Gregory Serigny (P) 985/446-8427 (fax) 985/446-8459

St. Mary Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness, P. O. Box 247,
Patterson, LA 70392.

Contact: Jimmy Bernaur 24 hours(P) 985/385-2600

OTHER EXPERTS WHO MAY BE OF SERVICE

Local National Wildlife Refuges are administered from the Southeast
Louisiana Refuges complex in Slidell, LA. Contact: Ken Litzenberger (P)
(985) 885-2000.

National Park Service Submerged Resources, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Contact: Dan Lanahan or Larry Murphy (P) 504/988-6750

Southeastern Louisiana University, Hammond, Louisiana (Rivers and
bays, primary expertise in Civil War era sunken resources) Contact: Alan
Saltis, Marine Archeologist (P) 504/673-3313.

Mineral Management Service, New Orleans, LA (Offshore wrecks)
Contact: Rick Anuskiewicz (P) 504/736-2796

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Planning Division, P.O. Box 60267, New
Orleans, LA (expertise in the Bayou Teche System and State of Louisiana
marine waters)
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4320.4

Contact: Ed Lyons and Joan Ignacious, Archeologist (P) 504/862-1760

Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program, Nicholls State University
Campus, P.O. Box 2663, Thibodaux, LA 70310 (expertise in the Barataria
Terrebonne water system).Contact: Director, Kerry St. Pe’ (P)985/447-
0868

Internet Website Links

O http://atals.Isu.edu/latour/ (A resource for aerial photos in an
interactive searchable program)

O http://gis.deqg.state.la.us (Another source of aerial photos)

O http://www.mapguest.com (a locator of obscure communities and
villages not found on any road maps. This tool is of value to logistics
managers and all responders from out of the area).

O http://www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/geotech/giras/la.gif (Land use and
hydrology maps).

O http://www.nws.fsu.edu/buoy/gom.html (Real time weather data from
coastal stations and buoys).

O http://www.intellicast.com/weather/ (Searchable local community
weather).

ad
http://terreserver.microsoft.com/CoverageSearch.asp?PPD=8&R=4&C=3
&DSize=0&ClickAt=7136,31 (Map and aerial photo locator).

O http://www.intellicast.com/weather/msy/radsum/ (A searchable and
interactive real-time radar image of weather over the planning area).

O http://www.opsd.nos.noaa.gov/tp4days.html (Tidal predictions).

O http://www.glo.state.tx.us (Texas General Land Office).

O http://www.ucs.usl.edu/~mgw0237/rs-
bib.htmI#MISSISSIPPIRIVER,LOUISIANA (A bibliography of river spills in
Louisiana).

[0 http://response.restoration.noaa.gov (a variety of spill tools and
information for responders).

O http://www.earthwatch.com/SKTWATCH/skywatch.html (weather site
gives quick regional views of real time satellite images in several
formats).

These websites are not endorsed by the U. S. Coast Guard as to their
accuracy and appropriateness of use in navigation, planning, or any other
use.
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4330 Chartlettes Coverage Map

MSO MORGAN CITY
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

4340 Sensitivity Maps with Protection Priorities
BACKGROUND

In the spring of 1998 a subcommittee comprised of federal natural trustees (USFWS
& NOAA), state natural trustees (LOSCO, LDWF, LDNR & LDEQ) along with
representatives of Louisiana Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness was
convened to develop a response summary graphic map that set priorities for natural
resource protection to be used as a tool for first responders responding to oil spills in
remote areas of the zone.

These “chartlettes” portray an official consensus identifying high priority areas and
resources to direct initial oil spill resources. As marshlands rapidly disappear due to
erosion and bird colonies tend to migrate, these “chartlettes” are to be used as a
guide to bide time for natural resource trustees to arrive on scene to validate
information and reallocate resources as deemed necessary.

These chartlettes are targeted for field use during the first 24 hours of a spill. They

were designed in a gray scale so that they can be easily faxed yet remain readable.
Each chartlette is of the same scale so adjoining chartlettes can be easily fitted next
to each other.
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While most media is gravitating to a computerized format, the Area Committee found
it imperative to provide a “paper” version that could be easily assessable and
reproduced by the public without acquiring expensive computer programs. These
chartlettes are available in a computerized format and can be read with Acrobat
Reader software, which can be readily obtained at no cost on the Internet.

The following chartlettes depict known “A” areas (see section 3501 for details) that
have been identified using NOAA Environmental Sensitivity Index maps, USFWS
Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory maps, LDWF Vegetative maps and U.S. Geological
Survey topographic maps.
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GRAND LAKE
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 01
Area Covered: Lat: 92210'- 92248'N Long: 292 50' - 302 15'

Description:  Area includes Grand Lake.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 85-86

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information

Tidal Range: N/A Max Currents: N/A

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a

transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl (Fall/Winter season)

Endangered: Brown Pelican
Threatened: None

There are no Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. Contact
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics
Most of the chartlette is MSO Port Arthur area of responsibility. See MSO Port Arthur Area

Contingency Plan for information about area west of Latitude 922 23'. Contact MSO Port
Arthur at 1-409-723-6509.

Protection Priorities
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Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats, shell beaches & rip rap,
and all other beaches

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441 for
further direction.
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Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post

*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Myrtle Ave
Staging Areas
*WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
*INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333
Marinas
*WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
*INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333
Helibases
*NEW IBERIA Air Logistics
Pelican Aviation Corp
*LAFAYETTE Industrial Helicopter
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
Airports
*LAFAYETTE Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
*ABBEVILLE Abbeville Municipal - HWY 14
*NEW IBERIA Acadiana Regional one mile off HWY90 on Parish Rd.
Hospitals
KAPLAN Abrom Kaplan Memorial Hospital
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WHITE LAKE
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 02
Area Covered:... Lat: 92247'-92210'N Long: 292 25' - 292 50’

Description: Area includes White Lake, Deep Lake, and Flat Lake.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 86-87

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information

Tidal Range: 1-3 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).

Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.
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Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl (Fall/Winter).

Endangered: Brown Pelican, and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.

Threatened: None

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
is on the southwest shore of White Lake. The second is on Freshwater Bayou and west to
HWY82. The third is south of White Lake from HWY82 south to the coast. The last two are

located east of Bell Isle Canal. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for
more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

Most of the chartlette is MSO Port Arthur area of responsibility. See MSO Port Arthur Area
Contingency Plan for information about area west of Latitude 922 23'. Contact MSO Port
Arthur at 1-409-723-6509.

The Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge is located southwest of White Lake in MSO Port Arthur's AOR.
Contact Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Paul J Rainey Wildlife Refuge has water birds throughout. Contact Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).

*First Priority is to protect sea bird and wading bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.
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Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals
Command Post

*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Mytle Ave

Staging Areas

WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
Marinas
WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
Helibases
*NEW IBERIA Air Logistics

Pelican Aviation Corp
*LAFAYETTE Industrial Helicopter

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
Airports
*LAFAYETTE Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
*ABBEVILLE Abbeville Municipal - HWY 14
*NEW IBERIA Acadiana Regional one mile off HWY90 on Parish Rd.
Hospitals
KAPLAN Abrom Kaplan Memorial Hospital
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LAFAYETTE
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 03
Area Covered: Lat: 91238'-922 15'N Long: 292 50' - 302 15'

Description: Area includes Bayou Teche and Intracoastal Canal

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 81-82

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: N/A Max Currents: N/A

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl(Fall/Winter)

Endangered: None
Threatened: Bald Eagle and Louisiana Black Bear.

-There are no Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. Contact
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

-A sensitive wetlands area is located on the east side of Lafayette. Water birds are found there
year round. Also known Bald Eagle nests have been found in this area.

-Many water bird colonies are located around Avery Island.

-Black Bears are found throughout chartlette.

-Lake Martin Private Wildlife Refuge is located just north of this chartlette. Contact Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

*First Priority is to protect the Bald Eagle Nests.
**Second Priority is to protect the water bird colonies located around Avery Island.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.
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Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post

*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Mytle Ave
Staging Areas
*Cypremort State Park Marina
*INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333
Marinas
*Cypremort State Park Marina
*INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333
Helibases
NEW IBERIA Air Logistics
Pelican Aviation Corp
LAFAYETTE Industrial Helicopter
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
Airports
LAFAYETTE Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
ABBEVILLE Abbeville Municipal - HWY14
NEW IBERIA Acadiana Regional one mile off HWY90 on Parish Rd.
Hospitals
ABBEVILLE Abbeville General Hospital
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VERMILION BAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 04
Area Covered... Lat: 91240'- 922 15'N Long: 292 25' - 292 50

Description: Area includes Vermilion Bay, Weeks Bay, West and East Cote Blanche Bay, and
Shell Reefs. Wildlife refuges: Marsh Island, Shell Keys, State Wildlife, Cypremort State
Park, and Audubon Sanctuary.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 80-85

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-2 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl (Fall/Winter).

Endangered: Brown Pelican, Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle, and West Indian Manatee

Threatened: Bald Eagle, Piping Plover, and Louisiana Black Bear.

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. Three
projects are located on Marsh Island. One projects is located in the Cypremort State Park.
One project is southeast and one project is southwest of Intracoastal City. Lastly one

project is located in the State Wildlife Refuge. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

-Marsh Island State Wildlife Refuge has a water bird colonies throughout the area. Contact
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

-Shell Key National Wildlife Refuge is only visible at extremely low tide. Contact Wildlife

Biologist, James Harris at 504/646- 7555.

-Paul J Rainey Wildlife Refuge has waterbirds throughout. Contact Louisiana Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

-Audubon Sanctuary is located west of the Shell Reefs.

-There is one spot in Weeks Bay where there are threatened or endangered species.

-Public oyster reefs are located along southwest side of Marsh Island.

ATTENTION: Southwest pass is a high use waterway and Vermilion Bay has a high number of
oil rigs.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).

* First Priority is to protect threatened or endangered species as noted on the chartlette.
** Second Priority is to protect Water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.
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Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441

for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
*PATTERSON
*MORGAN CITY

Staging Areas
Cypermort
INTERCOASTAL CITY

Marinas
Cypermort
INTERCOASTAL CITY

Helibases
*NEW IBERIA

*LAFAYETTE

Airports
*LAFAYETTE
*ABBEVILLE
*NEW IBERIA

Hospitals
*ABBEVILLE

Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
Morgan City Civic Center Mytle Ave

State Park Marina
HWY333

State Park Marina
HWY333

Air Logistics

Pelican Aviation Corp
Industrial Helicopter
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc

Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
Abbeville Municipal - HWY14
Acadiana Regional off HWY90 on Parish Rd.

Abbeville General Hospital
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ATCHAFALAYA FLOODWAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 05
Area Covered... Lat: 91210'- 91247'N Long: 292 35' - 302 00'

Description: Area includes the Atchafalaya Floodway, East and West Cote Blanche Bay, Jaws
Bay, and Lake Fausse Pointe.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 78-81

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-1.5 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).

Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Section 4000 Page 4-38



Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican, Pallid Sturgeon, and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.
Threatened: Bald Eagle, Piping Plover, and Louisiana Black Bear.
-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. All are

located around the eastern shore of West and East Blanche Bay, and Jaws Bay. Contact
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

-Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area covers a large portion of the Atchafalaya
Floodway. Contact Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441

-Known Bald Eagle nests are indicated with stars.

-Known wading bird and sea bird colonies are indicated with diamonds.

-(cultural) Indian Lands ???7?

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

* First Priority is to protect public water intakes. There are five intakes on this chartlette.

MORGAN CITY on the Atchafalaya River approximately 1 mile north of the HWY 90 Bridge.
Contact 985/380-4658 (24 hrs).

BERWICK on the Bayou Teche at the end of Patty Drive approximately 1 mile west of the
Berwick Locks. Contact 985/384-8990 (after hours)/(bpr) 985/380-9050 or (Berwick Police
Dept.) 985/384-7710 (Pager)985/380-4050.

PATTERSON on Bayou Teche approximately 1 mile south of the bridge crossing Bayou Teche.
Contact 985/395-8310(until 8:30 p.m.) 985/395-6161 (after 8:30 p.m.) or 985/395-2800.

CHARENTON on the north side of the Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee in Grand River, 75
feet west of Charenton Locks. Contact 337/923-7512.

FRANKLIN 1/4 mile north of Willow Street Bridge on the east side of Bayou Teche. Contact
337/828-3631. ext.43

** Second Priority is to protect threatened or endangered species as noted on chartlette.
*** Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.
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Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Mytle Ave

Staging Areas
*Cypremort State Park Marina
*BURNS POINT end of HWY317

Marinas
*Cypremort State Park Marina
*BURNS POINT end of HWY317

Helibases
*NEW IBERIA  Air Logistics
Pelican Aviation Corp

Airports

PATTERSON Henry P. Williams Memorial between HWY182 & HWY90
Hospitals

FRANKLIN Franklin Foundation Hospital
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ATCHAFALAYA BAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette #06
Area Covered... Lat: 91210'- 91245'N Long: 292 10' - 292 40

Description: Area includes Lake Point, East Cote Blanche Bay, Atchafalaya Bay, Point Au Fer,
and Lower Atchafalaya River

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 1-5, 80

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-2 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.

Threatened: Bald Eagle, Piping Plover, and Louisiana Black Bear.

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
is located on Marsh Island. Two projects are located east of Point Au Fer. Two projects are

located on the Lower Atchafalaya River outlet. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

-Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management Area has waterbirds colonies throughout the area.
Contact Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441

-Marsh Island State Wildlife Refuge has water bird colonies throughout the refuge. Contact
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).

* First Priority is to protect the Lower Atchafalaya River and Wax Lake outlet.
** Second Priority is to protect threatened or endangered species as noted on chartlette.
*** Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post

*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd

*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Myrtle Ave
Staging Areas

BURNS POINT end of HWY317

*Cypremort State Park Marina

Cabot Landing (GIWW/Centerville HWY)
Marinas

BURNS POINT end of HWY317

*Cypermont State Park Marina
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Helibases
*NEW IBERIA

*AMELIA

Airports
*PATTERSON

Hospitals
*FRANKLIN

Air Logistics

Pelican Aviation Corp

Air Logistics

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc

Henry P. Williams Memorial between HWY 182 & HWY90

Franklin Foundation Hospital
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LAKE PALOURDE
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 07
Area Covered... Lat: 91200' - 902 38'N Long: 292 20' - 292 50'

Description: Area includes Morgan City, Amelia, Houma, and Dulac. Including Lake Palourde,
Lake De Cade, Lake Boudreaux, and Lake Theriot.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 77-78

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 0.5-1.0 foot  Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

* Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/447-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Shore Birds, Diving
Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: None

Threatened: Bald Eagle

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
is located east of Lake Palourde east to Bull Run Road. There three projects south of
Ameila along the Intracoastal Waterway south to Carencro Lake. There is one project south
of Houma between HWY315 and HWY57. The last two projects are located in the
Mandalay National Wildlife Refuge and southwest to include Lake Theriot. Contact
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

-Mandalay National Wildlife Refuge is located north of Lake Theriot. There are many water bird
colonies located in the Refuge. Contact: Pat Stinson at 985/853-1078. U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Mandalay National Wildlife Refuge, 3599 Black Bayou Dr, Houma, LA
70360.

-There are many known Threatened and Endangered Species on this chartlette. They are
indicated by stars.

-Lake Verrett just north of this chartlette is a known eagle nesting area.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

* First Priority is to protect public water intakes. There are four intakes on this chartlette.
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HOUMA located on the Intracoastal Waterway approximately 1/2 mile north of the Houma
Navigational Canal. Contact 985/873-6780.

AMELIA on Bayou Boeuf approximately 1 mile south of Lake Palourde. Contact 985/631-0215
or 631-2907 (M-F, 0800-1700).

MORGAN CITY on the Atchafalaya River approximately 1 mile north of the HWY 90 Bridge.
Contact 985/380-4658 (24 hours).

SCHRIEVER on the Lefort Canal that runs off the Bayou Lafourche and intersects the Cutoff
Canal. Contact 985/879-2495

** Second Priority is to protect the Threatened and Endangered Species as noted on chartlette.
*** Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post

MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center
HOUMA Dumas Auditorium Tunnel Blvd
*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center
Staging Areas
MORGAN CITY Lake end park LA70
Bayou Boeuf locks on Youngs Rd
DULAC T-Irv's Marina end of HWY 57
THERIOT Bayou DulLarge Marina end of HWY 315
Marinas and Boat Launches
MORGAN CITY Lake end park LA70 Bayou Boeuf locks on Youngs Rd
HOUMA Behind firehouse on Company Canal Rd off of HWY24
DULAC T-Irv's Marina end of HWY 57
THERIOT Bayou DulLarge Marina end of HWY 315
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Helibases
AMELIA  Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
HOUMA  Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
Sea Air Service
DULAC  Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.

Airports

HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport - HWY?24

*GALLIANO South Lafourche - HWY1

*PATTERSON  Henry P. Williams Memorial between HWY182 & HWY90
Hospitals

MORGAN CITY Lakewood Hospital

HOUMA Terrebonne General

South LA Medical Center
GALLIANO Lady of the Sea
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CAILLOU BAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 08
Area Covered... Lat: 91215'- 902 38'N Long: 292 25' - 282 55'

Description: Area includes Lake Pelto, Caillou Bay, Caillou Lake, Lake Mechant, Lost Lake, and
Four League Bay.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 9-15

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-3 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

* Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/447-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Shore Birds, Diving
Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.
Threatened: Bald Eagle and Piping Plover.

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restorations Projects on this chartlette. There
four projects along Isle Dernieres. One project is located east of Lake Mechant and Caillou
Lake. Several projects are located along the coast at the MSO/MSU Boundary. Contact
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

Terrebonne Barrier Island Refuge covers all of the Isle Dernieres chain. Brown Pelican
Breeding grounds are located all along Islands. Mangroves are found along the northern
side of the interior islands and are indicated with small circles. Contact Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

-Public oyster seed grounds are located in Sister Lake.

Isle Dernieres is one of the two most important brown pelican breeding sites in Louisiana. The other

critical brown pelican colony site is on Queen Bess Island, on the Barataria Bay chartlette.

Also, brown pelican's have a high vulnerability to oiling.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless

otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).
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* First Priority is to protect Brown Pelican breeding grounds located all along Isle Dernieres.
Also, brown pelican's have a high vulnerability to oiling.

** Second Priority is to protect mangroves as noted on chartlette.

*** Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
*HOUMA Dumas Auditorium Tunnel Blvd

Staging Areas
*COCODRIE Texaco Dock End of HWY56
Coco Marina End of HWY56
DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57

Marinas and Boat Launches
*COCODRIE Coco Marina (Harbor Light Marina) End of HWY56
Point Cocodrie Inn End of HWY56
*CHAUVIN Sportsmen Paradise 6830 HWY56
Lapeyrouse Grocery Inc. 6890 HWY56
Dock-N-Shop Marina 6189 HWY56

DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57
Helibases
DULAC Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
*HOUMA Air Logistics

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
Sea Air Service

Airports
*HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport - HWY24

Hospitals

*HOUMA Terrebonne General
South LA Medical Center
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LAKE SALVADOR
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 09
Area Covered... Lat: 90245'- 902 10'N Long: 292 23' - 292 50

Description: Area includes Houma, Chauvin, Montegut, Lockport, Larose, and Galliano. Also
includes Lake Boudreaux, Little Lake, Lake Salvador, and Long Lake.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 75-76

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information

Tidal Range: N/A Max Currents: N/A

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).

Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.
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Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

*Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/868-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Shore Birds, Diving
Birds, Marine Mammals.

Endangered: None

Threatened: Bald Eagle

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. Projects
run south of HWY1 from Lake Fields to Galliano. Other projects run north of HWY1 from the
Intracoastal Waterway to Galliano. Lastly there are projects north and northeast of Lake

Boudreaux north to above Montegut. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
for more details at 1-800-267-4019.
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Site Characteristics

-Pointe Au Chien Wildlife Management Area is located east of Montegut. Contact Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441 for more information.

-Salvador Wildlife Management Area is located in MSO New Orleans AOR just north of Lake
Salvador. Contact Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441 for more
information.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

* First Priority is to protect public water intakes. There are three intakes on this chartlette.

HOUMA located on the Intracoastal Waterway approximately 1/2 mile north of the Houma
Navigational Canal. Contact 985/873-6780.

LOCKPORT on Bayou Lafourche approximately 500 feet south of the Company Canal, and just
north of the Vacherie Street Bridge. Contact 985/532-6924 or Garield Billiot at home
985/537-5995.

CLOTILDA (Lockport) on Bayou Lafourche on HWY308 in Clotilda. Contact 985/532-6924 or
Garield Billiot at home 985/537-5995.

** Second Priority is to protect threatened or endangered species as noted on chartlette.
*** Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
HOUMA Dumas Auditorium Tunnel Blvd

Staging Areas
POINTE AU CHIEN Pointe Aux Chene Marina Inc. 1650 HWY665
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CHAUVIN Dock-N-Shop Marina 6189 HWY56

LAROSE Big Bayou Blue Marina HWY24
Marinas

HOUMA Behind firehouse on Company Canal Rd off of HWY24

CHAUVIN Dock-N-Shop Marina 6189 HWY56

LAROSE Big Bayou Blue Marina HWY24

POINTE AU CHIEN Pointe Aux Chene Marina Inc. 1650 HWY665
Helibases

HOUMA Air Logistics

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
Sea Air Service

GALLIANO LOOP Inc.
Airports
HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport - HWY24
Hammonds Sea Plane Service - 1200 Dunn St
GALLIANO South Lafourche - HWY1
LAROSE Hunter Air Service - HWY?24
Hospitals
OUMA Terrebonne General
South LA Medical Center
RACELAND St. Anne Hospital
GALLIANO Lady of the Sea
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TERREBONNE BAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 10
Area Covered... Lat: 90214'- 90242'N Long: 292 04' - 292 23'

Description: Area includes Terrebonne and Timbalier Bays. Specifically, covers western side of
Terrebonne Bay east to the Eastern most side of Timbalier Bay. Northern most side of Lake
Tambour south to the Barrier Islands. Includes Lakes Barre, Tambour, Felicity, Raccourci,
Catfish, Little Lake, and the eastern half of Lake Pelto.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 15-26

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-3 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

*Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/447-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.

Threatened: Bald Eagle

-During the summer be aware of nesting seabirds on islands.

-During the winter be aware of flocks of migrating waterfowl.

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The
first project is located in Lake Chien. One project is located in both Lake Raccourci and
Little Lake. There are several projects on Isle Dernieres and Timbalier Islands. One
project is located west of Fourchon. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

-The Terrebonne Barrier Island Refuge surrounds the Isle Dernieres chain. Gray Pelican
Breeding grounds are located all along Islands. Mangroves are found along the northern
side of the interior islands and are indicated with small circles. Contact Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

-Private oyster beds are throughout the shoreline marsh areas from Lake Pelto to Bay Chaland
(adjacent to Cocodrie), at northern end of Lake Barre (Lake Tamour & Bay la Peur), Lake
Chien & Grand Cut, Bay Counant, & Little Lake south to Devils Bay.

-The area covered on this chartlette is prime shrimping area.

AREAS OF CONCERN: To the east of this chartlette is Port Fourchon. This area harbors
sensitive areas along with busy port activity.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches
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There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).

* First Priority is to protect Gray Pelican breeding ground located all along the Isle Dernieres
chain.

** Second Priority is to protect mangroves as noted on chartlette.

**Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

****Eourth Priority is the prevent oil or hazardous substances from moving north into Lake Barre,
Felicity, Raccourci, and Little Lake using protection strategies as follows.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

- If oil cannot be contained and winds threaten to move oil into the bay areas use sand and spoil
areas on southern side of barrier islands as collection sites - in doing so be sure to minimize
shoreline impact w/proper protection and containment boom techniques.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
FOURCHON Fourchon Fire Station in Port Fourchon

Staging Areas
FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon

COCODRIE Texaco Dock End of HWY56
Coco Marina End of HWY56
DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57
Marinas
FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon
COCODRIE Coco Marina (Harbor Light Marina) End of HWY56
Point Cocodrie Inn End of HWY56
DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57
*CHAUVIN Sportsmen Paradise 6830 HWY56

Lapeyrouse Grocery Inc. 6890 HWY56
Dock-N-Shop Marina 6189 HWY56
GOLDEN MEADOW Tidewater Marina LA308
LEEVILLE Melancon Marina LA308
Bobby Lynn Marina LA308, Leeville.

Helibases
COCODRIE Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters Inc.
FOURCHON Air Logistics A.J. Estay Rd.
Era Aviation Inc.
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*GRAND ISLE
LEEVILLE
DULAC

Airports
*GALLIANO
*HOUMA

Hospitals
*GALLIANO

Evergreen Helicopters Inc.
Petroleum Helicopters Inc.
Exxon Helibase

Chevron Helibase

Air Logistics

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc

South Lafourche Airport; Adjacent To Hwy 1.
Houma-Terrebonne Airport HWY 24
Hammonds Sea Plane Service 1200 Dunn St.

Lady of the Sea
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LITTLE LAKE
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 11
Area Covered... Lat: 902 15'- 90203'N Long: 292 25' - 292 43'

Description: Area includes Lake Salvador, Little Lake, and Bayou Perot

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 31 & 68

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-2 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

* Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/447-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Shore Birds, Diving
Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.
Threatened: Bald Eagle and Piping Plover.

-There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
project is located in Little Lake. There are several projects throughout Bayou Perot, Bayou
Rigolettes, the Pen, and the cities of Barataria and Lafittes. There is a project in Lake
Hermitage. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-
267-4019.

Site Characteristics

Most of the chartlette is MSO New Orleans Area of Responsibility. See MSO New Orleans Area
Contingency Plan for information about their area. Contact MSO New Orleans at 1-504-
589-6196.

-Many duck colonies are found south of Little Lake.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless

otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).
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* First Priority is to protect water bird colonies located throughout the marsh south of Little
Lake.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
*HOUMA Dumas Auditorium Tunnel Blvd
*FOURCHON Fourchon Fire Station in Port Fourchon

Staging Areas

*FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon
*GOLDEN MEADOW Tidewater Marina LA308
*LEEVILLE Melancon Marina LA308
Bobby Lynn Marina LA308, Leeville.
Marinas
*HOUMA Behind firehouse on Company Canal Rd off of HWY24
*LAROSE Bayou Blue Marina HWY24
*GOLDEN MEADOW Tidewater Marina LA308
*LEEVILLE Melancon Marina LA308
Bobby Lynn Marina LA308, Leeville.
Helibases
*HOUMA Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
Sea Air Service
Airports
*HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport - HWY?24
Hammonds Sea Plane Service - 1200 Dunn St
*GALLIANO South Lafourche - HWY1
*LAROSE Hunter Air Service - HWY?24
Hospitals
*GALLIANO Lady of the Sea
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Barataria Bay

BARATARIA BAY
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 12
Area Covered... Lat: 902 15' - 89250'N Long: 292 25' - 292 05'

Description: Area includes Grand Isle, Caminada Bay, Tambour Bay, West Champagne Bay,
Creole Bay, and Hackberry Bay.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 31-35

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information
Tidal Range: 1-3 feet Max Currents: 1.4 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.
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Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a
transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

*Entire chartlette is part of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
-Contact Director, Mr. Kerry St. Pe' at 985/447-0868

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Shore Birds, Diving
Birds, Marine Mammals

Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.
Threatened: Bald Eagle and Piping Plover.

-There are two Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
project is located north of Queen Bess Island. The second project is located on Grand Terre
Islands. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more details at 1-800-267-
40109.

Site Characteristics

-Queen Bess Island is one of the two most important brown pelican breeding sites in Louisiana.
The other critical brown pelican colony site is on Isle Dernieres, on the Caillou Bay
chartlette. Also, brown pelican's have a high vulnerability to oiling.

-Wisner Wildlife Management Area is located west of Caminada Bay.

This area is comprised of 21,621 acres of marshland with fish, crab, shrimp and duck. The
management area is also habitat for the Brown Pelican, an endangered species. The most
critical period for this area is between January and June. Contact Cathy Norman of the
Edward Wisner Donation Advisory Committee at 504- 565-6506.

-Grand Isle State Park is located on Grand Isle. Seven rookeries are located northwest of
Grand Isle in Bay Tambou and Caminada Bay.

-(Cultural) Fort Jefferson located on Grand Terre Islands.

OTHER AREAS OF CONCERN: To the west of this chartlette is Port Fourchon. This area
harbors sensitive areas along with busy port activity.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches
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There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
("++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only "B" areas).

* First Priority is to protect Queen Bess Island. Brown pelican's have a high vulnerability to
oiling.

** Second Priority is to protect mangroves as noted on chartlette.

***Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

- Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

- Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

- Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

- In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
*FOURCHON Fourchon Fire Station in Port Fourchon

Staging Areas
*FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon
GRAND ISLE Bon Voyage Marina 2488 HWY1
Bridge Side Marina 2012 HWY1
Cigar's Marina HWY1
Pirates Cove Marina 6060 Admiral Craik Dr.
Sand Dollar Marina Cheramie Ln

Marinas
*FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon
GRAND ISLE Bon Voyage Marina 2488 HWY1
Bridge Side Marina 2012 HWY1
Cigar's Marina HWY1
Pirates Cove Marina 6060 Admiral Craik Dr.
Sand Dollar Marina Cheramie Ln

Helibases
*FOURCHON Air Logistics A.J. Estay Rd.
Era Aviation Inc.
Evergreen Helicopters Inc.
Petroleum Helicopters Inc.
GRAND ISLE Exxon Helibase

*LEEVILLE Chevron Helibase
Airports
*GALLIANO South Lafourche Airport ADJACENT TO HWY 1.
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*HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport HWY 24
Hammonds Sea Plane Service 1200 DUNN ST.

Hospitals
*GALLIANO Lady of the Sea

Resources at Risk
Endangered: Brown Pelican and Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle.

Threatened: Bald Eagle

During the summer be aware of nesting seabirds on islands.

During the winter be aware of flocks of migrating waterfowl.

There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
project is located in Lake Chien. One project is located in both Lake Raccourci and Little
Lake. There are several projects on Isle Dernieres and Timbalier Islands. One project is
located west of Fourchon. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for more
details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

The Terrebonne Barrier Island Refuge surrounds the Isle Dernieres chain. Gray Pelican
Breeding grounds are located all along Islands. Mangroves are found along the northern
side of the interior islands and are indicated with small circles. Contact Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Private oyster beds are throughout the shoreline marsh areas from Lake Pelto to Bay Chaland
(adjacent to Cocodrie), at northern end of Lake Barre (Lake Tamour & Bay la Peur), Lake
Chien & Grand Cut, Bay Counant, & Little Lake south to Devils Bay.

The area covered on this chartlette is prime shrimping area.

Areas Of Concern
To the east of this chartlette is Port Fourchon. This area harbors sensitive areas along with
busy port activity.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets
A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & History

sites, exposed tidal flats, shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches
There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless

otherwise noted.
(“++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only “B” areas).

Section 4000 Page 4-67



First Priority is to protect Gray Pelican breeding ground located all along the Isle Dernieres
chain.

** Second Priority is to protect mangroves as noted on chartlette.

***Third Priority is to protect water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

****Eourth Priority is the prevent oil or hazardous substances from moving north into Lake Barre,
Felicity, Raccourci, and Little Lake using protection strategies as follows.

Protection Strategies

Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

If oil cannot be contained and winds threaten to move oil into the bay areas use sand and spoil
areas on southern side of barrier islands as collection sites - in doing so be sure to minimize
shoreline impact w/proper protection and containment boom techniques.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
FOURCHON Fourchon Fire Station in Port Fourchon

Staging Areas
FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon

COCODRIE Texaco Dock End of HWY56
Coco Marina End of HWY56
DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57
Marinas
FOURCHON Public boat launch in Port Fourchon
COCODRIE Coco Marina (Harbor Light Marina) End of HWY56
Point Cocodrie Inn  End of HWY56
DULAC T-Irv's Marina End of HWY57
*CHAUVIN Sportsmen Paradise 6830 HWY56

Lapeyrouse Grocery Inc. 6890 HWY56
Dock-N-Shop Marina 6189 HWY56
GOLDEN MEADOW Tidewater Marina LA308
LEEVILLE Melancon Marina LA308
Bobby Lynn Marina LA308, Leeville.

Helibases
COCODRIE Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters Inc.
FOURCHON Air Logistics A.J. Estay Rd.
Era Aviation Inc.
Evergreen Helicopters Inc.
Petroleum Helicopters Inc.
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*GRAND ISLE Exxon Helibase

LEEVILLE Chevron Helibase
DULAC Air Logistics
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
Airports
*GALLIANO South Lafourche Airport ADJACENT TO HWY 1.
*HOUMA Houma-Terrebonne Airport HWY 24
Hammonds Sea Plane Service 1200 DUNN ST.
Hospitals
*GALLIANO Lady of the Sea

- Iltems not found on this chartlette - Terrebonne Bay Page

Vermilion Bay
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 04
Area Covered... Lat: 91240’ - 922 15'N Long: 292 25’ - 292 50

Description: Area includes Vermilion Bay, Weeks Bay, West and East Cote Blanche Bay, and
Shell Reefs. Wildlife refuges: Marsh Island, Shell Keys, State Wildlife, Cypremort State
Park, and Audubon Sanctuary.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 80-85

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).

Winds & Tidal Information

Tidal Range: 1-2 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a

transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.
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Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl (Fall/Winter).

Endangered: Brown Pelican, Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, and West Indian Manatee

Threatened: Bald Eagle, Piping Plover, and Louisiana Black Bear.

There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. Three
projects are located on Marsh Island. One projects is located in the Cypremort State Park.
One project is southeast and one project is southwest of Intracoastal City. Lastly one
project is located in the State Wildlife Refuge. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources for more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

Marsh Island State Wildlife Refuge has a water bird colonies throughout the area. Contact
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Shell Key National Wildlife Refuge is only visible at extremely low tide. Contact Wildlife
Biologist, James Harris at 504/646- 7555.

Paul J Rainey Wildlife Refuge has waterbirds throughout. Contact Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Audubon Sanctuary is located west of the Shell Reefs.

There is one spot in Weeks Bay where there are threatened or endangered species.

Public oyster reefs are located along southwest side of Marsh Island.

ATTENTION: Southwest pass is a high use waterway and Vermilion Bay has a high number of
oil rigs.

Protection Priorities

Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats

A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations

B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless
otherwise noted.
(“++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only “B” areas).

First Priority is to protect threatened or endangered species as noted on the chartlette.
** Second Priority is to protect Water bird colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.
Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.
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Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post
*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd
*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Myrtle Ave

Staging Areas
CYPERMONT State Park Marina
INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333

Marinas
CYPERMONT State Park Marina
INTERCOASTAL CITY HWY333
Helibases
*NEW IBERIA Air Logistics
Pelican Aviation Corp
*LAFAYETTE Industrial Helicopter
Petroleum Helicopters, Inc
Airports
*LAFAYETTE Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
*ABBEVILLE Abbeville Municipal - HWY 14
*NEW IBERIA Acadiana Regional off HWY90 on Parish Rd.
Hospitals

*ABBEVILLE Abbeville General Hospital
* - items not found on this chartlette - Vermilion Bay Page

White Lake
Sensitive Area Summary

Chartlette # 02
Area Covered... Lat: 92247’ -92210'N Long: 292 25’ - 292 50’

Description: Area includes White Lake, Deep Lake, and Flat Lake.

Reference Maps: Louisiana Coastal Marsh Vegetative Type Map 1988

RPI International, Inc. (1989) ESI Map #s: 86-87

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gulf Coast Ecological Inventory map for New Orleans area
(1982).
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Winds & Tidal Information

Tidal Range: 1-3 feet Max Currents: 0.5 knots

Winds: There are three wind seasons for the area - winter, spring and summer.

Winter (Includes January, February, March, September, October, November and December).
Predominant wind direction and velocity is from NE at 11.3 knots. Note March is a

transitional month with winds veering from ESE.

Spring (Includes April and May). Predominant wind direction and velocity is from the SE at 9.5
knots.

Summer (Includes June, July and August). The predominant direction and velocity is from the S
at 6.8 knots.

Resources at Risk

Wildlife: Redfish, Speckled Trout, Oysters, Shrimp, Crabs, Wading birds, Sea Birds, Shore
Birds, Diving Birds, Marine Mammals, Waterfowl (Fall/Winter).

Endangered: Brown Pelican, and Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle.
Threatened: None

There are several Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects on this chartlette. The first
is on the southwest shore of White Lake. The second is on Freshwater Bayou and west to
HWY82. The third is south of White Lake from HWY82 south to the coast. The last two are
located east of Bell Isle Canal. Contact Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for
more details at 1-800-267-4019.

Site Characteristics

Most of the chartlette is MSO Port Arthur area of responsibility. See MSO Port Arthur Area
Contingency Plan for information about area west of Latitude 922 23'. Contact MSO Port
Arthur at 1-409-723-6509.

The Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge is located southwest of White Lake in MSO Port Arthur's AOR.
Contact Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Paul J Rainey Wildlife Refuge has waterbirds throughout. Contact Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries at 225/765-2441.

Protection Priorities
Al - Public drinking and utility water intakes and storm drain outlets

A2 - Threatened/Endangered Species & Habitats
A3 - Other Sensitive Habitat and Species Concentrations
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B - Sand or Spoil Areas & Other Public Lands, Cultural & Historical sites, exposed tidal flats,
shell beaches & rip rap, and all other beaches

There are no Al areas on this chartlette. Treat entire
chartlette as level A2 or A3 unless otherwise noted.
(“++++"s depicts sand or spoil areas - only “B” areas).

First Priority is to protect sea bird and wading bird
colonies as noted on chartlette.

Protection Strategies

Immediately boom canals, water intakes and outlets.

Protect vegetative shorelines before non-vegetative shorelines.

Protect natural shoreline before modified shorelines.

In general, habitat will be protected before species - immediately consult with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at 337/291-3100 & LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries at 225/765-2441
for further direction.

Command Post, Staging Areas, Marinas, Air Bases, Hospitals

Command Post

*PATTERSON Patterson Civic Center Cotten Rd

*MORGAN CITY Morgan City Civic Center Mytle Ave
Staging Areas

WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
Marinas

WHITE LAKE Schooner Bayou Canal HWY82
Helibases

*NEW IBERIA Air Logistics

Pelican Aviation Corp
LAFAYETTE Industrial Helicopter

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc

Airports
*LAFAYETTE Lafayette Regional - HWY 90
*ABBEVILLE Abbeville Municipal - HWY14
*NEW IBERIA Acadiana Regional one mile off HWY90 on Parish Rd.

Hospitals
KAPLAN Abrom Kaplan Memorial Hospital

* - items not found on this chartlette - White Lake Page
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4350 Cultural/Economic Sensitivity Maps with Protection Priorities IN WORK
Surface Water Intakes (municipal/industrial)
St. Mary Parish Water Intakes:
In case of an oil/spill HAZMAT spill in these parish intakes:

Morgan City: (985)380-4658 (24hrs)
Amelia: (985)631-0215 or 631-2907(M-F, 0800-1700) if no answer.
Berwick: (985)384-8990 (after hours)/bpr380-9050
(985)384-7710 (Berwick Police Dept.)
(985)380-4050 (Pager)
Patterson: (985)395-8310 (until 8:30 pm)
(985)395-6161 (after 8:30 pm)
or
(985)395-2800
Bayou Vista: (985)395-2747 (Morgan City handles Bayou Vista)

MORGAN CITY: - Outside seawall near Highway 70, where the road takes turn toward
Stephensville just past Lake Palourde on Port Allen route. This is main intake.
Three pumps: #1 - 7,600 gpm

#2 - 5,000 gpm
#3 - 5,000 gpm

Near Atchafalaya Machine Shop (just North of Conrad Shipyard). this is intake for
Electrical Plant and is rarely used anymore.
One Pump:  #1 - 2,500 gpm

200 feet North of Machine (Stevens Shipyard) intake Morgan City Municipal water plant
intake. (Use frequently).
Three pumps: #1 - 2,800 gpm
#2 - 5,200 gpm
#3 - 6,000 gpm

Alternate intake near Lake End Park Boat Ramp and new pavilion. This is rarely used
due to algae growth and sediment present.
Three pumps: #1 - 5,800 gpm
#2 - 3,500 gpm

AMELIA: Water plant located 1 % miles north on Lake Palourde Rd. 1 mile south of
PHI heli facility on Bayou Boeuf.
One pump:  #1 -1,400 gpm

PATTERSON: Draws from the Bayou Teche behind the Police Station.
Two pumps: #1 - 800 gpm
#2 - 800 gpm

BERWICK: In Bayou vista from the Bayou Teche corner of Patty Drive and Fairview
Drive.

Two pumps: #1-17,035 gpm
#2 - 17,035 gpm
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Unincorporated Areas In St. Mary Parish; Water Intakes:

FRANKLIN: One quarter of a mile north of Willow Street Bridge on the east side of
Bayou Teche.
Two pumps: #1 - 3,000 gpm (maximum) 900 gpm (avg.)
#2 - 3,000 gpm (maximum) 900 gpm (avg.)
POC: Gene Gorior (Plant Manager)
(Ralph Pichoff) Operator

Water Plant Phone - (337)828-3631

CENTERVILLE: 100 feet north of Verdunville landing and Calumet
CALUMET: Protection Levee in Grand River (part of the Atchafalaya
VERDUNVILLE: Floodway.
Two pumps: #1 - 1,600 gpm (max.) 1,000 gpm (avg.)
#2 - 1,600 gpm (max.) 1,000 gpm (avg.)
POC: Karl Miller (Plant Manager)
Water Plant Phone: (337)836-5831
(337)836-5609

CHARENTON: North side of the Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee in Grand River, 75
feet west of Charenton Locks.
Two pumps: #1 - 1,000 gpm
#2 - 700 gpm
POC: Bobby Chauvin (Plant Manager)
Water Plant Phone: (337)923-7512

#2 - 4,500 gpm (max.)

FOUR CORNER: (The Water Intake Draws Its Water from Freshwater wells) corner of
LA 318 and Old Cypremort Road.

Two pumps: #1
#2
POC: Bennie McLean (Plant Manager)

Water Plant Phone: (337)276-3668
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The Following Areas In St. Martin Parish Water Intakes

INDUSTRIAL AREA - Bayou Teche on Highway 31 on Moore Ave. in St. Martinville.
Two pumps: #1-1,200 gpm
#2 - 1,200 gpm

*The water plant also has a back-up system that draws its water from deep-water wells.
Two pumps: #1 - 1,200 gpm (freshwater Wells)
#2 - 1,200 gpm
POC: Clayton Landry (Plant Operator)
Doug Primaux (Plant Operator)
Water Plant Phone - (337)394-9469

PARKS -(The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells) highway 31 on the
corner of Martin St. and Mouton St.
Two pumps: #1 - 580 gpm
#2 - 580 gpm

POC: Alan Guidry
Water Plant Phone - (337)845-4139

HENDERSON (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells)
Water Plant Phone - (337)228-2579
City Hall Phone - (337)228-7109

CATAHOULA - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells) 11 miles
northeast of St. Martinville on highway 96 in Catahoula.
Water Plant Phone - (337)228-2579

For The Following Areas Assumption Parish Water Intakes

NAPOLEONVILLE - Three-fourth of a mile south of the Bayou Lafourche Bridge in
Napoleonville at the intersection of highwayl and highway 108 on the Bayou

Lafourche.
Five pumps: #1 - 1,600 gpm
#2 - 1,600 gpm
#3 - 1,600 gpm
#4 - 1,600 gpm
#5- 900 gpm

POC: Henry Templet (Plant Manager)
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Water Plant Phone - (985)369-6156

NEW IBERIA - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant Phone - (337)365-0360

COTEAU - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
POC: Jimmy Deroun
LYDIA -(The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.) One mile south of
highway 90 on the corner of Dornell Road and Smith Road.

POC: Jimmy Deroun
Water Plant Phone — (337) 276-4587

LOREAUVILLE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant Phone - (337)229-6029

DELCAMBRE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant Phone - (337) 685-4462

JEANERETTE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)

The Following Areas In Lafayette Parish Water Intakes

Water intakes: all plants in this parish draw their water from freshwater wells.
For emergency: Police Jury (337)233-6220 (Lafayette)

Public Water Works (337) 267-7064

LAFAYETTE Water Plant #1 located at the intersection of Bucannon and Muddave.
Water Plant #2 located on LA 342 near the intersection Mouton Road.
POC: Don Broussard (337)261-8806

The Following Areas In Lafourche Parish Water Intakes

THIBODAUX - Lafourche Water District #1 North.
Two Pumps: #1-1,750 gpm
#2 - 1,750 gpm

THIBODAUX - Lafourche Water District #1 South.

Six Pumps:  #1 - 1,400 gpm
#2 - 2,800 gpm
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#3 - 2,800 gpm
#4 - 2,800 gpm
#5 - 2,800 gpm
#6 - 2,800 gpm

POC: Garield Billiot, home phone (985)537-5995
Water Plant: (985)532-6924

The Following Areas In Vermilion Parish Water Intakes

Police Jury (337)893-0108 (Abbevile)
DELCAMBRE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: (337) 685-4462

ERATH - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: (337) 937-4925

ABBEVILLE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: (337) 893-8550

MAURICE - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: (337) 898-4300

KAPLAN - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: (337) 898-4330

GUEYDAN - (The water intake draws its water from freshwater wells.)
Water Plant: 337-898-4300

The Following Areas In Terrebonne Parish Water Intakes:

SCHRIEVER - (The water intakes are located in the Lefort Canal that runs off the Bayou
Lafourche and intersects the Cutoff Canal.

Three Pumps: #1 - 5,600 gpm
#2 - 5,600 gpm
#3 - 5,600 gpm

POC: Milton Louviere (General Manager)
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Water Plant: (985)879-2495

HOUMA -(Has two main water plants for the Houma area. The water intake for both
plants are located in the Intracoastal waterway near mile board 60 at Munson Dr.
and Country Club Dr.

Two Pumps:  #1 - 5,600 gpm (maximum)

(The two main water plants has an alternative water source located in Bayou
Black.

Three Pumps: #1 - 5,600 gpm
#2 - 4,500 gpm
#3 - 4,500 gpm

POC: Neil Hebert
Water Plant: (985)873-6780
4400 Strategic Response Priorities
4410 General Hierarchy of Strategic Planning Priorities

This Section will discuss the strategic objectives as well as the general response
philosophy, strategies and countermeasures that will be applied by the Unified
Command System (UCS) to discharges of oil within the boundaries of the area
delineated in Section 1400. In addition, the various oil containment, recovery
and removal methods available to the UCS will also be discussed along with
shoreline cleanup options that could be employed during a spill response.

4420 Strategic Objectives
4420.1 United States Policy

In the Clean Water Act, Congress declared “... it is the policy of the
United States that there should be no discharges of oil or hazardous
substance..., and that necessary actions shall be undertaken to remove
discharges and eliminate the threat of imminent discharges.” This policy
is reiterated to serve as a guiding light for the flow of response decisions
and allocation of resources.
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4430 Response Priorities

In support of U.S. policy, the paramount response strategy that should be
implemented by the Unified Command is to allocate resources to their optimum
use; i.e. the most oil recovered, contained, or prevented from being discharged
per expenditure of resources. The only variance from this strategy should be
considerations of safety and the protection of critical environmentally sensitive or
economically, culturally or archeologically significant resources that may demand
protection even though manpower and equipment may be deployed elsewhere to
more efficiently recover oil. Examples of the latter may include protecting a
waterfront area that may be threatened by fire or explosion if impacted, and
protecting a municipality’s water supply. The priorities of strategic objectives
must be carefully considered since they vary from case to case, but generally
they are as follows:

1. Stop the Source:

Typically the highest priority. When a damaged vessel(s), shoreside
facility or pipeline poses a risk of an imminent major discharge, then
preventative action to mitigate the size of the spill is the logical first
priority, i.e. stabilize and lighter a vessel; contain and secure the shore-
based source.

2. Contain the Spill:

Wherever possible and particularly at shore-based sources, contain the
escaping oil. Since only a small percentage of oil can be successfully
skimmed from open water, any oil escaping areas of concentration
contribute and increase oil loss to the environment. Establish primary
containment: use boom to encircle spillage with multiple layers to
minimize spreading of oil away from primary spill site. Make provisions to
capture oil which has escaped this containment before it disperses from
primary containment site to open water. When oil remains concentrated
along shore after escaping the primary spill site, make every effort to
keep the oil from spreading on to open water by establishing secondary
containment.

3. Open Water Containment and Recovery:

Once the effort is underway to secure the source, containment and
recovery of the spilled oil prior to shoreline impact is the next logical
priority. Deploy major recovery vessels, boom-towing vessels and other
skimmers to intercept oil before it impacts critical areas or becomes a
more costly and environmentally damaging shoreline cleanup problem.
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4440

4450

4. Shoreline Collection:

Leverage natural shoreline collection where possible. Use the natural
collection opportunities whenever oil collects or recollects at or along a
shore that is favorable for collection and removal and environmental
sensitivities are low or cannot be otherwise mitigated. Often times these
natural shore collections are so dramatic that pre-protection cannot
prevent oil collection at these locations. Each shoreline collection
opportunity should be considered on a case-by-case basis by Resources
at Risk Specialists to verify that impacts to sensitive sites and resources
are minimal or unavoidable. These collections can be an effective
addition to on-water containment and skimming in bays and near shore
environments.

5. Protection of Sensitive Area:

Depending on the ability to contain and collect spilled oil prior to impact,
the protection of resources can compete with containment and collection
resources. Priority for protecting these areas is a function of the value of
the areas, (as prioritized in the following Section) and the feasibility of
protecting them. Dedicating open water containment equipment to
protecting these areas is not wise if oil that would otherwise have been
recovered is merely free to strike other sensitive areas that have not been
‘prophylactically’ boomed. In general, employ tactics that do not weaken
open water recovery operations; deploy resources that are not needed in
the open water operations; relocate threatened wildlife by means such as
capturing, or scaring with propane noise-making cannons and closing off
narrow channels with sediment dikes, boom, siphon dams or other natural
or man-made materials.

6. Shoreline Cleanup:

Shoreline cleanup should be undertaken only when the risk of
recontamination from floating oil passes. Pre-cleaning the beaches of
trash and debris prior to the impact of the oil can greatly facilitate the
cleanup. The UC must decide if shorelines are going to be cleaned at
each tidal change or just once after all the oil anticipated to reach land
has come ashore.

Protection Priorities

The preservation of human life and health shall be the overriding priority for any
response to a discharge of oil. There are two elements to this principle; public
safety and response personnel safety.

Response Policy and the Unified Command System

The Unified Command (UC) structure allows for a coordinated response effort
which takes into account the federal, state, local and responsible party concerns
and interests when implementing the response strategy in accordance with the
National Response System and the National Contingency Plan (NCP).
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4460

The size and the complexity of the UCS will be proportionate to the size of the
discharge. For oil discharges that approximate the size of the area’s most
probable or average discharge, the UC could total 3-4 members; the responsible
party, 2 USCG Pollution Investigators (representing the FOSC), and a
Department of Fish & Game agent (representing the State of Louisiana). The
discovery, preliminary assessment, containment, cleanup, removal, disposal and
investigation phases of the response could be executed by a UC of this size.
The majority of the oil spill responses that occur in Louisiana are completed at
this level.

Responses to discharges that exceed the most probable discharge, and
approach the quantity of the maximum most probable discharge up to the worst-
case discharge, require a larger, more supportive UCS. All four sections of the
UCS would certainly be established for a spill of this size. Major discharges of
oil, such as the complete loss of a tanker’s cargo along Louisiana’s coast, would
probably be classified by the Commandant as a Spill Of National Significance
(SONS).

Response Phases

The response and the formation of the UCS will occur in phases. Response
checklists detail the actions necessary to create the full UCS and ensure the UC
addresses all of the key elements in a proper oil spill response.

1. Notification, Initial Assessment and Response: After receiving word of a
significant discharge, the response agencies and personnel shall follow the
guidelines set forth in Section 2600. These guidelines will facilitate the creation
of the UCS’ Command Staff and direct responders toward accomplishing the
goals established for the first two hours of the response; completing the
notifications, securing the source, initiating the organization, activating response
equipment (especially self-propelled skimmers), assessing the situation,
gathering and managing information and identifying trajectories and initial impact
areas.

2. Containment, Countermeasures and Recovery: The next phase of an olil
spill response involves the formation of the four major sections of the UCS;
Operations, Planning, Logistics and Finance. The Operations and Logistics
sections are the most heavily tasked during this phase.

During this early part of the response, which primarily takes place over the first
two days, the UCS will establish a command post, determine staging areas and
amounts of resources needed, deploy protective countermeasures at
environmentally sensitive and economically significant sites that will be impacted
and form overall open water and nearshore response strategy. Depending on
the situation, the Emergency Operations Branch will carry out emergency
response operations such as search and rescue, firefighting, salvage and
lightering.
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As this phase matures, there will be an increased focus on the containment,
recovery and cleanup of the discharged oil. The UCS should be fully functional
and the Planning Section of the UCS becomes more active, developing tactical
objectives and preparing a daily Incident Action Plan. Additional response goals
include further deployment of pollution countermeasures, shoreline cleanup,
wildlife recovery and rehabilitation, monitoring and adjusting strategies, recovery
and interim storage of oiled product.

3. Documentation and Cost Recovery: This phase may be concurrent with
other phases of the response and is important since the NPFC will use it to
recover costs incurred by the Coast Guard and paid to its contractors from the
OSLTF. The State of Louisiana must also maintain complete documentation for
similar reasons.

4. Removal and Waste Disposal: The LADEQ or LADNR will detail the
necessary actions required during the removal, transportation, final storage and
eventually the disposal or recycling of the recovered product.

5. Secure Operations: The checklist in Section 9935 provides guidance and
information the UCS can consider when the cleanup is nearly complete. Issues
such as personnel and equipment demobilization, vessel and equipment cleaning
and natural resource damage assessment need to be addressed at the final
stages of the cleanup.

4500 Strategic Response Options
4510 Geographic Response Plans (In Work)

Response Prioritization and Presentation: Each GRP should consist of a list
of spill responses that are expected to be taken during the first three days of the
scenario. The first two response priorities in each GRP are 1) to stop the release
of oil and contain the released product to as small an area as possible, and 2) to
recover as much of the spilled oil as is possible. All members of the work group
agreed that these are the most effective means of protecting environmental
sensitivities. These first two priorities are followed by the environmentally
sensitive sites listed in the order in which they are expected to be oiled. Ranking
of sites within each time period is based upon a Louisiana Department of Fish
and Game Environmental Specialist’s subjective evaluation of the size and
relative sensitivity of the site.

A list of resources required to implement each of these response priorities
accompanies each GRP.

4520 Protection Strategies: Defensive Actions and Countermeasures (In Work)
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4520.1

4520.2

4520.3

Introduction

Oil spill response countermeasures can be classified into four categories:
mechanical offshore pickup, alternative countermeasures (chemical
treatment, in-situ burning, etc.), shoreline remaoval or no action.
Mechanical offshore removal of the oil is preferred. If not picked-up,
spilled oil may present a continuing, long-term threat to the environment
and living natural resources. Treatment of discharged oil with chemical
agents or taking no action does not remove the oil or the threat it presents
to the environment. However, particular spill circumstances may narrow
the choices. Generally, a combination of the various techniques will be
used in oil spill response. After an oil spill occurs, defensive actions
should begin as soon as possible to prevent, minimize, or mitigate
threat(s) to public health or welfare and to the environment.

Level of Response Required

As an overall operational rule, it shall be the policy of the UC to mobilize
enough assets and resources to ensure a maximum response and
mitigation of an incident in the shortest possible time. Simply stated,
when in doubt, an “over response” of resources will be the preferred
option when compared to an inadequate initial response resulting from
incomplete or insufficient information. Mobilized equipment and
personnel can always be demobilized if not needed; however,
critical time lost during the initial phases of the response cannot be
recovered.

Fire and Explosion

All discharges or potential discharges of combustible or flammable
cargoes are inherently subject to the risk of fire or explosion. Evaluation
of this risk will be one of the primary responsibilities of the initial
assessment team sent to the damaged vessel, facility or pipeline. If a
vessel or a facility is involved in a major fire, it is probable that the fire will
have to be extinguished before an attempt is made to secure the source
of discharge or conduct any containment or cleanup in proximity to the
fire.

In general, the USCG Captain of the Port is the Incident Commander for
any fire aboard a vessel that is at anchor or underway. The local fire
department will be the Incident Commander for a vessel that is moored to
a pier. Spill response operations, if conducted, will be coordinated with
the fire fighting effort using the information contained in Tab L, Section Il
of Section J of this plan and the USCG Captain of the Port’s Marine
Firefighting Contingency Plan (MFCP). The Operations Section’s
Emergency Response Branch will be responsible for integrating the
firefighting operation into the Unified Command System.

Section 4000 Page 4-84



4520.4 Vessel Salvage Operations

Salvage efforts for vessels that have allided, collided, grounded or sunk
occur in three phases: stabilization, refloating and post-floating.
Guidance and further discussion on vessel salvage operations is
contained in Tab M, Section Il of Section J of this plan. The Operations
Section’s Emergency Response Branch will be responsible for overseeing
or conducting the salvage operations. They will be assisted by the U.S.
Navy’s Supervisor of Salvage, personnel from the USCG Marine Safety
Center, USCG Strike Team members and MSO inspectors.

Special consideration for the vessel’s stability and structural integrity must
also be exercised during any actions taken to stop or mitigate the source
of the discharge such as an internal cargo transfer or lightering.
Intentional grounding of a stricken vessel as a mitigation technique for
reducing or eliminating the discharge of oil should only be used as a last
resort when it is positively known that a greater discharge or the loss of
an entire tank vessel will be prevented.

4520.5 Containment of Oil at the Source

The use of containment resources, primarily boom, at the source of the
discharge may be an effective countermeasure depending on the
weather, sea and tidal current condition, type and volume of oil.
However, in certain circumstances, it may be a more efficient and
appropriate use of resources if they were applied to the open water
recovery or resource protection mission of the cleanup. This decision
must be weighed against the appearance that inadequate action is taking
place at the source of the discharge, especially if the vessel, facility or
pipeline is still discharging oil. In some circumstances it may be
advisable not to contain the discharged oil alongside the vessel or facility
due to a potential increase in a fire, explosion or personal health hazard.

4530 Containment Strategies

Before spilled oil can be effectively recovered, the spreading of the oil must be
controlled and the oil contained in an area accessible to oil recovery devices. In
this section various oil containment strategies are discussed. Generally, spilled
oil is contained using oil containment boom. Typical boom has a flotation section
that provides a barrier on and above the water surface and a skirt section that
provides a barrier below the water surface. The physical dimensions of the boom
to be used for a particular spill will be dependent on local conditions. In the open
ocean it may be necessary to use a boom that is several feet tall. In a protected
marsh, a boom that is only a few inches tall may be appropriate.

There are limitations on the effectiveness of any boom. Oil will be lost if the
conditions are such that there is splash over from breaking waves. Oil will also
be carried under the boom if it is deployed in such a way that currents cause the
oil to impact the boom with a velocity perpendicular to the boom of greater than
0.7 knots. Once a boom has been deployed, it may be necessary to reposition it
due to changing tides and currents. It is desirable to have personnel available to
readjust the boom as required. In all cases of boom deployment, consideration
must be given to protecting the safety of those involved in the activity.
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4530.1

4530.2

4530.3

4530.4

Open Water Containment

Oil spilled on open water is normally contained using boom. The boom
will be deployed using vessels that will tow the boom around the
perimeter of the oil spill. The type of boom to be deployed will depend on
local conditions, including sea state, tides, currents and wind. To be most
effective, booming on open water must be done as soon as possible after
a spill.

Protective Booming

The goal of most oil containment and recovery strategies is to collect the
spilled oil from the water and prevent it from reaching sensitive resources.
Frequently, however, this is not possible and sensitive resources are oiled
in spite of response efforts, especially during large oil spills. Often the
goal will be to minimize environmental injury using a variety of booming,
containment and recovery techniques. The following are techniques that
can be implemented by the Booming Branch of the UCS’ Operations
section for containing spilled oil on water or as a means to direct it away
from sensitive natural resources or cultural amenities. Shoreline cleanup
and treatment methods are discussed in more detail later in this Section.

Exclusionary Booming

Exclusionary booming is performed prior to the advance of the oil and is
used to prevent or exclude oil from entering a harbor inlet, slough, marsh
or estuary. Either skirted or sorbent boom can be used for this type of
booming. Factors that need to be considered are: type and size of boom,
natural outflow of the body of water, wind, tide and currents or a
combination of both.

These factors can be predetermined by establishment of a priority
system, training and local knowledge of underwater topography, weather
conditions and boom anchoring capabilities. It is important to remember
that the boom needs to be tended and monitored as weather and tidal
conditions can change.

Diversionary Booming

Diversionary booming should be set so that oil movement is reduced to
under 0.7 knots. This can be accomplished by angling the boom in
relation to the current’s direction, reducing the velocity of the floating oil in
relation to the boom. Diversionary or deflection booms can be set up in
series along a waterway to increase their effectiveness. As stated before,
the boom(s) needs to be tended and monitored as weather and tidal
conditions can change.

Section 4000 Page 4-86



4530.5

4530.6

4530.7

Containment Booming

Containment booming is used to prevent spreading and to concentrate
the oil so it can be skimmed or vacuumed. Factors that need to be
considered are: type and size of boom required for weather, winds, tides
and currents in the vicinity of potential spill areas; the type of deployment
vessel needed; the amount of boom needed for effective containment and
available skimming capabilities. Fixed or natural anchor points should be
selected. These factors can be predetermined by emphasizing worst-
case spill scenarios and using local knowledge of weather and sea
conditions.

Sorbent booming

Sorbent booming is useful when the amount of oil is minimal, when tides
and currents are light, or when shorelines require protection. Heavier oil
can be recovered using absorbents (oil “sticks” to material) and lighter
fuels generally are recovered using adsorbents (sausage, sweep, or
diapers). Sorbent booming can also be used as a backup for other types
of booming to recover product that may have entrained past the primary
barrier.

Factors that need to be considered are: wind and wave action; type of
sorbent required, i.e., rocky or sandy shoreline, marsh area, etc.; and
type and viscosity of product to be recovered.

Intertidal Barrier Boom

Much of Louisiana is home to large expanses of prograding mud flats and
marsh systems. These areas are particularly difficult to protectively boom
and every effort should be made to contain and recover the oil before it
approaches any of these mud flats.

Some “macro” strategies call for a series of deflection booms to be
placed at several key points along the shoreline supplemented by a
vigorous open-water skimming effort. If the oil recovery operations are
not entirely effective and oil still threatens the prograding mudflats,
intertidal barrier boom may be used to protect the mud flats.

A recommended deployment strategy is as follows: (1) Place harbor
boom along the entire front of the mud flat, with the boom being anchored
just offshore of the low-low tide line; and (2) in areas where wave
entrainment of the harbor boom at high tide is considered to be a
problem, place a line of boom across the upper mud flat near enough to
the marsh to be away from the threat of wave entrainment. The boom
positioned on the mud flat would rest on the flat at low tide and be of the
type of construction that would prohibit oil from passing under it on the
rising tide. The boom would eventually lift up off the tidal flat surface as
the tide continues to rise.

Deployment of this type of boom and its supporting arrangement is
extremely manpower intensive. It should only be implemented if there is
a high probability that oil will reach the mud flats. It is envisioned that
these resources would not be available until equipment began to cascade
into the area sometime after the initial response.
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4530.8

Berms and Dams

Coastal shores are barriers to spreading oil. Temporary berms, dikes and
dams can also serve as effective barriers against oil contamination of
sensitive natural resources and economic amenities. Berms, dikes and
dams are simply another form of booming and are subject to the same
environmental stresses. The appropriate protection technique for a
particular shore depends on several factors:

a. water body type (open water, bay, tidal channel, inlet)

water current velocity

b

c. water depth
d. wave height
e

shore type (sand, gravel, boulder)

Generally, sediment berms, dikes and dams will most often be used to
protect small coastal inlets or perhaps tidal channels serving wetlands
and marshes when these channels are accessible. The object of berms,
dikes and dams is to keep oil outside an inlet because there are often
abundant natural resources and economically significant areas that use
the sheltered waters of bays and estuaries within. Occasionally, dikes
and dams have been used across a channel to contain the oil within a
portion of marsh in order to prevent widespread contamination of other
resources.

Dikes and dams are not practical when currents are great, waters are
deep and waves are large. Also, beaches with abundant sand are
generally the most suitable for building dikes and dams. Berms can be
built above the active beach face to prevent oil contamination of high
beach during spring tides. Alternative strategies should be prepared and
the necessary supplies and equipment in place should a berm, dike or
dam falil.

4540 Recovery Strategies

4540.1

Introduction

Oil spilled in open water threat to sensitive natural resources. Often,
rough wind and sea conditions will be contributing factors to the cause of
the spill and these same conditions will preclude response and
deployment of surface equipment or minimize their effectiveness. Such
conditions may cause the oil to be dispersed in the water column,
evaporated into the atmosphere, and/or transported away from sensitive
areas and resources. These conditions may prescribe a decreased
response with an action plan that allows a natural “weathering and
cleansing” process. If possible, however, an active response must be
undertaken in order to remove oil from the environment and thereby
reduce the threat to sensitive natural resources.
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Usually a series of successive strategies are necessary and appropriate
for any spill. Each set of environment and situational conditions limit the
array of possible useful strategies. Omission of any appropriate strategy
can have severe results. So, it is very important that every effort be given
to implementation of the strategies described.

Mechanical control and recovery countermeasures are most effective
immediately after a spill when the oil is in a thick layer, and covers a small
area. When oil is spilled in or allowed to escape to open water, the
possibility of containment and recovery is at the mercy of the weather and
sea conditions. Booms and skimmers are most effective in calm waters
but can work during moderate weather and sea conditions. When the
open water is rough, booms and skimmers become ineffective and
containment by become impossible. Rough conditions speed the rate of
spreading resulting in diminishing opportunity for open water recovery

In some bays, tidal mixing is so dramatic that once oil reaches open
water, which is under strong tidal influence, a spill in any arm will rapidly
spread throughout the bay. This rapid spread reduces on-water
collection effectiveness. Also, as oil spreads it threatens and impacts an
increasingly wider number of resources and sensitive sites.

Near Spill Containment and Recovery

The most effective strategy to aid oil collection and removal is
containment. All oil removal and recovery techniques are most effective
where oil is thickest. Typically, this is at or near the release site. The
most effective use of resources is to insure containment at the primary
release site. This must include surrounding the release site with
impervious oil barriers including multiple layers of boom as necessary.
As oil escapes containment it becomes increasingly difficult to recover
and recovery success diminishes rapidly.

Inevitable oil escapes containment, and additional measures must be
included to deal with oil escaping containment. This is particularly a
necessary where oil booming is subject to winds and waves or strong: oil
entrains or is splashed over boom. To counter oil escapement,
deployments should include preplanning to anticipate and control
escapement. Two measures must be incorporated.

First, configure containment booms to focus and limit any oil escapement
to preplanned points along the boom perimeter, for both the ebb and flood
tides; these points should be selected to optimize recovery of any
escaping oil. A skimmer should then be positioned just downstream from
these locations where it can continue skimming escaping oil throughout
the 24 hour tide cycle regardless of light or weather conditions. This is
very practical in bay conditions where both boom and skimmers can be
positioned by anchoring. In open ocean conditions it is more difficult to
implement.
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Second, employ secondary booming in the spill area. This strategy is
most effective in the near shore areas typical in bays, though
opportunities may occur in open water to slow spread from the primary
containment area. In bays, spill locations are often near shorelines.
Shorelines act as containment since they prevent free movement of oil.
Also, winds and tides often drive oil toward the shore. Once oil is ashore
or in a low current area, contain and recover it there, if possible, to
minimize its movement and contamination of other locales. Wherever
possible every attempt should be made to contain and collect oil along
shorelines which are already oiled. Shores, which have already been
impacted, can no longer be protected; therefore, use them as
containment and recovery sites. The objective then changes from
protection to containment and preventing oil escape to unoiled areas.

If the oil moves from a near shore spill site to open water, the recovery
potential will diminish dramatically. As with primary containment,
escapement secondary containment booms is predictable and skimmers
should be positioned to capture oil throughout the day and night,
particularly during the ebb tide. These secondary shoreline confinement
strategies should always be reviewed with the Resources at Risk
Specialist.

Offshore/Open Water Operations

Oil removal/recovery in open water is accomplished through the use of
skimming devices once the oil has been contained. Skimmers can be
freestanding in which the skimmer is a separate piece of equipment which
pumps the oil-water mixture from the contained surface into tanks on a
vessel. These skimmers are usually driven by hydraulic units on board a
vessel. Self-propelled skimmers have a skimmer as an integral part of
the vessel. The skimming vessel positions itself at the head of a
concentrated or contained pool of oil and recovers the oil into tanks on
board the vessel. There is also a type of skimmer in which the weir or
collection zone of the skimmer is an integral part of the boom which is in
contact with the oil. The pumping and oil collection is done on the vessel
which is close to the weir skimmer.

“Vessels of opportunity”, such as fishing vessels, may be used to deploy
or tow boom and, depending on their size, be equipped with skimming
equipment. They need to have adequate deck space and lifting cranes to
carry the necessary equipment. The Coast Guard’'s Vessel of
Opportunity Skimming System (VOSS) could be deployed on a variety of
vessels.
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To be most effective, oil spill recovery equipment must be directed to the
location of the thickest oil accumulation. Observers on vessels at water
level are unable to see a vast area and are unable to recognize the most
optimum skimming locations. Skimming activities are best directed by
trained observers aloft in helicopters. One observer may be able to direct
several skimming units to optimum skimming locations. During hours of
darkness or poor visibility, tracking devices that emit radio location signals
can be placed in the spilled oil to trace the oil movement. Remote
sensing systems have been developed which can track oil movement
even in darkness and poor visibility. The sensor is mounted in an aircraft
that over flies the spill area. The sensor systems include Side Looking
Airborne Radar (SLAR), infrared and radiometric.

Skimming Operations in High Current Environments

It is not uncommon to encounter currents in excess of 3 to 4 knots. With
appropriate skimmer operations, it is possible to recover spilled oil in this
high current area. Standard skimming techniques must be modified
somewhat to optimize oil recovery.

To be successful, most containment and skimming systems must
encounter oil at speeds of less than one knot. Typically skimmers are
operated in conjunction with containment boom. If oil encounters the
boom/skimming system with a perpendicular velocity greater than one
knot, the oil will carry under the boom and be lost. Therefore, the most
important consideration for skimming in high currents is to keep the speed
of the skimming system below one knot relative to the water’s surface.

As a basic example: A skimmer pointed upstream in a 5 knot current
would actually be proceeding downstream or backwards at four knots to
keep its velocity relative to the water’s surface at one knot.

Gauging a skimmer's velocity relative to the water’s surface can be
somewhat difficult. Often the most reliable method is for the skimmer
operator to closely monitor the skimming system. They should look for
signs of oil undercarry as well as ensuring the integrity of the containment
system. As current speeds change so must the speed of the skimmer.
The skimmer monitoring can be aided by using a helicopter observer.
The observer can tell if oil is being lost by the skimmer as well as direct
the skimmer to the best skimming location.

Oftentimes boom is deployed in front of the skimmers forming a V thus
directing oil into the skimmer. The practice increases the area being
covered by the skimmer. Ideally this V should be as wide as possible. In
high currents, as the V width is increased the speed of the oil
encountering the boom perpendicularly is increased to avoid oil
undercarry.

In that oil will spread most quickly in the direction of the current flow,
skimmers should operate in an up and down-stream orientation. The oll
slick will be elongated in the direction of the currents. Skimmers will
encounter the most oil as they proceed up and down stream within the
slick. Operating back and forth across stream and across the slick will
result in sub-optimal recovery efficiency.

Section 4000 Page 4-91



4540.5

4540.6

Nearshore/Shallow Water

Qil recovery techniques and equipment are different in nearshore/shallow
water locations than open water. Shallow draft vessels and smaller boom
and skimmers are used in these situations. These vessels can maneuver
into tight places behind and under wharfs or in sloughs and can actually
skim next to shore in many nearshore locations.

Strategies for nearshore cleanup can differ depending on the depth of the
water and the location. Nearshore operations, within a bay or inlet, will
also require shallow draft vessels, workboats and skimmers. However,
the vessels may only be operable at high tide. At or near low tide, the
operation may evolve into a shoreline cleanup operation. Any boom
towing boats or skimmers must be able to withstand going aground
without sustaining major damage.

Coastal shallow water or nearshore strategies will differ in certain
respects. In addition to the need for small, shallow draft vessels,
specialized vessels may also be needed. Once again, the safety of
personnel involved in these operations is the Unified Command’s
paramount concern.

Shoreline Collection

There are predictable locales where recovery efforts can be optimized at
shorelines. Since oil re-accumulates, there are two situations where oil
collection should be vigorously attempted at the shoreline: 1) places
where oil naturally collects at the shoreline because of winds and
currents; and 2) diversion and capture of oil as it flows past or along
shorelines and points with low environmental sensitivities.

(The reason oil recollects is that oil is a substance that spreads primarily
in two dimensions on the water surface while water moves in three
dimensions; oil will spread and thin, but it will also re-accumulates at
predictable locales; it will accumulate wherever water has downward
currents: such as tide rips along mud flats, and at windward coves.)

Natural collection points for debris are on all shorelines. These points
are so predictable that it is very difficult to keep oil off even with pre-
deployments. An alternative is to anticipate such collections and leverage
the opportunity for oil capture. This entails developing the site for
collection while limiting and focusing undesirable impacts to the habitat.
Though this entails risk, the trade-off is likely to be nominal since the
impacts are virtually inevitable.

Diversions to shores with low environmental sensitivities are a desirable
alternative to the unmitigated spread of oil. As described above, ail
spreads rapidly on open water and effectual on-water skimming is difficult
in a high current environment. Diversion can shunt oil out of the high
current and into quiet water capture points at shore. It can be an effective
addition to on-water skimming recovery.
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Here are the operational considerations when establishing a shoreline
collection site when oil is moving along or near shore. Boom sound may
be positioned at an acute angle to the current to move oil toward the
shore collection. Cascading boom arrangements may be necessary.
Once oil is at the shoreline, it may be necessary to deploy additional
boom to trap the accumulated oil at the shore collection site when the tide
reverses. Good land accessibility is important part of selecting capture
sites since it permits site support and easy removal of collected oil.
Though some natural collection sites may have poor land access, they
may be important accumulation points, which can be exploited effectively
via water.

Deployments of this type should be made only per recommendation of the
ACP, Incident Action Plan or with the direction of the Resources at Risk
Specialist and the Unified Command.

Area Specific Containment and Removal Strategies

Shoreline Cleanup Strategies

This section could also be included in Section 9500 under Response
References and the Shoreline Countermeasures Manual.

4540.81 Shoreline Types

The most obvious differences between shorelines along the Louisiana
coast are due to their geomorphology. These geomorphological
differences are caused by their exposure to different quantities of
water and wind driven forces of shoreline energy (specifically waves
and currents) and the shoreline type (substrate, grain size, tidal
elevation, origin). The geomorphology and the degree of exposure to
waves and currents combine to influence the plants and animals that
inhabit the intertidal and shallow subtidal areas of the shoreline and
the natural persistence of stranded oil. It is these same factors that
provide the criteria to determine the appropriate shoreline cleanup
techniques.

These concepts were the basis for development of the Environmental
Sensitivity Index (ESI) by the Research Planning Institute (RPI), which
ranks shorelines according to their sensitivity to oiling and shoreline
cleanup activity. The ESI provides a useful first step in the design of
contingency plans because it enables the ready identification of
priority areas for protection from oiling and determination of
appropriate shoreline cleanup methods during response activities.
Summarized, the ESI ranges from 1 (least sensitive to oil) to 10 (most
sensitive to oil). Detailed descriptions of the ESI shoreline types and
likely oil impacts can be found in the National Oceanic & Atmaspheric
Administration (NOAA) Shoreline Countermeasures Manual.

Shorelines types are ranked as follows:
RANK SHORE

1 Exposed wave-cut cliffs; exposed seawalls & piers.

Section 4000 Page 4-93



Exposed wave-cut platforms.

Fine to medium-grained sand beaches.

Coarse grained sand to gravel beaches.

Mixed sand and gravel beaches.

Gravel beaches and riprap structures.

Exposed tidal flats.

Sheltered rocky shores and man-made structures.
Sheltered tidal flats.
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Salt marshes.

Shoreline Cleanup:

Under certain conditions it will be appropriate to take actions to
remediate the effects of stranded oil on shorelines. Other conditions
may dictate that no actions should be taken. The primary goal of the
implementation of any shoreline countermeasure is the removal of oil
from the environment with no further injury or destruction to that
environment. A list of the 22 different countermeasures is provided.
These 22 countermeasures, including no action, have been evaluated
for the appropriateness of their use on four different major categories
of oil (very light, light, medium, heavy) stranded on ten shoreline
types. The results of these evaluations are presented on four
matrices attached at the end of this Section. Each matrix contains a
written explanation for its use and further description of the categories
of oil. These matrices are intended to be used as a planning guide by
the Shoreside Cleanup Branch of the Operations Section.

The countermeasures listed may not be the best for use under all
possible circumstances, and multiple countermeasures may need to
be used on the same shoreline. Selection of specific
countermeasures for use during a spill response will be based on the
properties off the stranded oil, the degree of contamination, the
shoreline type, and the presence of sensitive natural resources. The
Federal On-Scene Coordinator or the State On-Scene Commander
has the authority to select or approve specific countermeasures for
use during an oil spill response.
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Potential Shoreline Treatment Methods:

The following section lists and describes those techniques, which may
be required for use during a shoreline cleanup. Methods and
equipment currently in use for these shoreline treatment methods are
described in more detail in the Shoreline Countermeasures Manual.
These methods, when used according to the guidelines in this
document, may be used on most sites as part of the UC-directed
response. It should be noted that methods 13 through 19 will require
special consideration and authorization by the natural resource
trustee prior to commencement of work. The trustee agency(s) for
fish and wildlife resources will make the final recommendations to the
Unified Command on which specific method(s) to employ on a case-
by-case basis. Regardless of this decision, contingency plans should
provide for an array of identified methods to be used. Currently
approved methods are:

No Action
Manual Removal
Passive Collection (Sorbents)
Debris Removal with Heavy Equipment
Trenching (Recovery Wells)
Sediment Removal
Cold Water Flooding (Deluge)
Cold Water Washing
17. Low Pressure (<50 psi)

18. High Pressure (50-100 psi)

Warm Water Moderate/High Pressure Washing
Hot Water/High Pressure Washing
Slurry Sand Blasting
Vacuum
Cutting Vegetation
Chemical Treatment
19. Chemical Oil Stabilization

20. Chemical Protection of Beaches
21. Chemical Cleaning of Beaches

In Situ Burning

Nutrient Enhancement

Microbial Addition

Sediment Reworking

Shoreline Excavation, Cleansing and Replacement

A description of each shoreline cleanup method is discussed below:

No Action

Objective: No attempt to remove any stranded oil, in order to
minimize impacts to the environment or because there is no proven
effective method for cleanup.

Description: No action is taken except for monitoring of conditions.
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Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on all shoreline types.

When To Use: If the shoreline is inaccessible, or when natural
removal rates are very fast, or cleanup actions will do more harm than
leaving the oil to be removed by natural forces.

Biological Constraints: This method may be inappropriate for areas
where high numbers of mobile animals (birds, marine mammals,
crabs, etc.) use the intertidal zone or adjacent nearshore waters.

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:
Intertidal - The same as the oil.

Subtidal - The same as the oil.

Manual Debris Removal

Objective: Removal of stranded surface oil with hand tools and
manual labor.

Description: Removal of surface oil and oily debris by manual means
(hands, rakes, shovels, etc.) and placing in containers for removal
from the shoreline. No mechanized equipment is used.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on all shoreline types.

When To Use: Generally used on shorelines where the oil can be
easily removed by this non-mechanical means. Most appropriate for
light to moderate oiling conditions.

Biological Constraints: Foot traffic over sensitive areas (shellfish
beds, algal mats, bird nesting areas, dunes, etc.) is to be restricted.
There may be periods when shoreline access is restricted (e.g., bird
nesting, mammal pupping).

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:

Intertidal - Minimal if surface disturbance by cleanup activities and
work force movement is limited.

Subtidal - None.

Passive Collection (Sorbents)

Objective: Removal of oil by sorption onto oil attracting material
placed in the intertidal zone.

Description: Sorbent material is placed on the surface of the
shoreline substrate allowing it to absorb oil as it is released by tidal or
wave action. Oil removal is dependent on the capacity of the
particular sorbent, energy available for lifting oil off the shoreline, and
degree of weathering.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on any shoreline type.
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When To Use: When the shoreline oil is mobile and transport of oil is
expected on or off the site. The oil must be of a viscosity and
thickness to be released by the substrate and absorbed by the
sorbent. Often used as a secondary treatment method after gross oil
removal, and along sensitive shorelines where access is restricted.

Biological Constraints: None, although this method can be slow thus
allowing oil to remain in critical habitats during sensitive periods of
time.

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:

Intertidal - None, except for the amount of oil remaining on the
shoreline after the sorbents are no longer effective.

Subtidal - None.
Debris Removal With Heavy Equipment
Objective: Removal of contaminated debris and logs.

Description: Mechanical removal and appropriate legal disposal of
debris from the upper beach face and the zone above high tide
beyond the normal wash of waves. Can include cutting and removal
of oiled logs.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on any shoreline type,
where safe access is allowed.

When To Use: When driftwood and debris is heavily contaminated
and, either a potential source of chronic oil release, an aesthetic
problem, or a source of contamination of living resources on the
shoreline.

Biological Constraints: Disturbance to adjacent upland areas should
be minimized. Traffic over sensitive intertidal areas (shellfish beds,
algal mats, bird nesting area, dunes, etc.) is to be restricted. There
may be periods when shoreline access is restricted (e.g. bird nesting,
mammal pupping).

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:

Upland areas - Could be degraded by heavy equipment.
Intertidal & Subtidal - None - if above constraints are followed.
Trenching (Recovery Wells)

Objective: Remove subsurface oil from permeable substrates.

Description: Dig trenches to the depth of the oil and remove oil
floating on the water table by vacuum pump. Water flooding or high
pressure spraying at ambient temperatures can be used to flush oil to
the trench.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on beaches ranging in
grain size from fine sand to gravel.
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When To Use: When large quantities of oil penetrate deeply into
permeable sediments and cannot be removed by surface flooding.
The oil must be liquid enough to flow at ambient temperatures.

Biological Constraints: Trenches should not be dug in the lower
intertidal when attached algae and organisms are abundant.

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:

Intertidal - On gravel beaches, there may be a period of beach
instability as the sediments are redistributed after the trenches are
filled in.

Subtidal - None.

Sediment Removal
Objective: Removal of surface oiled sediments.

Description: Oiled sediments are removed either manually or
mechanically. The oiled material must be transported and disposed of
off-site.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Can be used on any shoreline with
surface sediments. On rocky coasts, only manual removal is feasible.
Equipment is to be used only on beaches, with special supervision to
minimize sediment removal.

When To Use: When only very limited amounts of oiled sediments
have to be removed. Should not be considered where damaging
beach erosion may result. Care should be taken to remove the
sediments only to the depth of oil penetration, which can be difficult
with heavy equipment.

Biological Constraints: Mechanized equipment may be restricted
when sensitive habitats are adjacent to the target area of operations
(e.g., stream mouths, tidal flats, marshes, or dunes).

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:
Upland - Positioning of heavy equipment could affect sensitive areas.

Intertidal - The equipment is heavy and required support personnel is
extensive. May be detrimental if excessive sediments are removed
without replacement. All organisms resident in the beach will be
affected, though the need for removal of the oil may be determined to
be the best overall alternative.

Subtidal - Oil and fine-grained oily sediments may be released to the
water during sediment removal activities and tidal flushing of the
excavated beach surface.

Cold Water Flooding (Deluge)

Objective: To wash surface oil and oil from crevices and rock
interstices to water's edge for collection.
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Description: A large diameter header pipe is placed parallel to the
shoreline above the oiled area. A flexible perforated header hose is
used during deluge of intertidal shorelines to better conform to their
profiles. Ambient seawater is pumped through holes in the header
pipes and flows down the beach face to the water. This action
simulates the flushing action that would result from tidal action. On
porous beaches, water flows through the substrate pushing loose oil
ahead of it (or floats oil to the water’s surface) then transports the oll
down slope for pickup. Flow is maintained as long as necessary to
remove the majority of free oil. Oil is trapped by booms and picked up
with a skimmer or other suitable equipment.

Applicable Shoreline Types: Beaches with sediments coarser than
sand, and gently sloping rocky shorelines. Generally not applicable to
mud, sand, vegetated, or steep rocky shorelines.

When To Use: On heavily oiled shorelines when the oil is still fluid
and loosely adhering to the substrate; and where oil has penetrated
into cobble or boulder beaches. This method is frequently used in
combination with other washing techniques (low or high pressure, cold
or warm water).

Biological Constraints: Not appropriate at mouths of stream and
creek. Where the lower intertidal contains rich biological
communities, flooding should be restricted to tidal stages when the
rich zones are under water, to prevent secondary flooding. Avoid
using on mud or vegetated areas.

Potentially Adverse Environmental Effects:

Intertidal - Habitat may be physically disturbed and smothered as
sand and gravel components are washed down slope. Organisms
may be flushed into lower tidal zones.

Subtidal - Oiled sediment may be transported to shallow subtidal
areas, contaminating them and burying benthic organisms.

Cold Water/Low 